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LUCIAN. 

I MUST confefs, friend Peregrine, that 
thou carriedft away with thee from the 
villa Mamilia ample materials for felf- 
converfation. Cold as I am, I can pretty 
well tranfport myfelf into thy fituation ; 
and I doubt much whether, for a young 
man who went thither with fuch high 
VOL. II. B expec- 
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cxpcdlations, a more painful one can be 
imagined. 

P£R£GRIN£. 

I have no need to affure thee, that 
what pained me moft, was not the lofs 
of the luxuries and pleafures with which 
the beautiful Roman and her artful friend 
had entertained me for a whole year. 
Even the difappointment of thofe enthu- 
fiaftical expedations which had drawn 
me to Halicarnaflus, gave me fo little 
uneafinefs ; that, on the contrary, I could 
now hardly comprehend how it was pof- 
lible for me fo far to impofe upon myfelf 
about a Venus Urania, >as the primitive 
fource of beauty and perfedion ; and that 
it was this marble ftatue, which in faft 
was neither more nor lefs than the image 
of a voluptuous woman. The whole of 
my former turn of mind had already long 
fince undergone a great revolution, by the 

natural 



natural confequences of my new experi- 
ences. The warmth of my imagination 
was abated. All that was illuiion in my 
extatic dreams and vifions, appeared to 
me as illufion ; and I thought I now very 
clearly perceived, that, in fo far as it 
might be everpoffible for me to attain to 
what had been fo very much the objedt 
of my wilhes, the elevation of my being, 
and of my fufceptibility for the influ- 
ences of celeftial natures, it ^t leaft mufl: 
be brought about in a quite different 
way from that on which I had been led 
by the hand of the very fpurious daugh- 
ter of Apollonius into the arms of a 
Venus Mamilia. 

But, when the fantoms, which I had 
been doating on as truth, were diffipat- 
ed, the fpace they occupied, if 1 may ufe 
the expreffion, was ftill remaining. To 
fill up that monftrous void I now felt with- 
in, was at prefent what I wanted moft. 
p 2 I had 
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I ha<3 loft my way, but the mark- which 
I wifhed to reach, ftood ever undifplaced 
at an obfcure difl:ance before me, as the 
only ^im of my exiftence; and till I 
fhould find fome other way, that would 
lead me to it, there was no happiriefs> 
no reft for me. The condition wherein 
I paft feyeral days, in this ftate of mind, 
forms the. deepeft fhades in the large 
pidlure of my terreftrial life, from whence 
I delineate to «thee at prefent the lighteft 
paflages. All that I can recoiled of it 
is, that it feemed impoflible for me to 
work my way out of this void, this un- 
certain toffing to and fro, this ever de- 
ceitful ftruggle to find ground under 
my feet in a bottomlefs morafs ; and 
this impoflibility was infupportable to 
me. I wandered hither and thither, 
unable to remain in any place ; and, 
as I now held myfelf fafe from any far- 
ther fcdudlions on the part of the ro- 
man dame, 1 returned along the Ionian 

coaft. 
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coaft, jand at laft^ about the beginning 
of the vernal feafon> arrived again at 
Smyrnaj without any remarkable accef- 
fion of fprightlinefs to my mind from 
the bodily invigoration I had got from 
this rambling journey. 

The firft thing I did was to go and 
vificthe aged Menippus; who had been 
the innocent caufe of all the adventures 
I had been in fince our firft interview : but 
I found him no more among the living. 
The fight of the innumerable multitude 
of foreigners with which this great feat 
of commerce abounds, and amongft 
whom were many ^Egyptians, Syrians 
and Armenians, revived in my mind the 
thought that had carried me a year and 
a half ago to Smyrna ; and determined 
me, in purfuance of ir^ to put myfelf 
onboard the firft Ihipthat was bound 
for Laodicea. 

B 3 While 
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againfl: him. Theoclea had made me dif- 
trüftful. 



LUCIAN. 

And yet would I lay a wager, that with 
all thy diftruft, thou wert as well deceiv- 
ed again, as thou hadft been impofed 
upon by the beautiful Callippe, the lovely 
Gabrias, and the olivine Theoclea, when 
thou waft all confidence« 



PEREGRINE, 

Every thing in its time, good Lucian ! 
— As foori as the ftranger was come 
near enough to allow me no room to 
doubt that he was intending to addrefs 
me, I rofe up, as though I would refign 
fo him thefeat to which hefeemed to have 
a.prior right, and endeavoured to retire ; 
but like one who had firft to undo a tie 
that held him back. — *' How Peregri- 

*' nus,'* 
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pearance moved him to look up. He 
caft a penetrating glance at me from un- 
der his black overhanging eyebrows, and 
then inimediately let fall his eyes again 
upon his book. I know not what fecret 
chord \vas touched within me at the fight 
of him ; but my firft fugg^ftion was.to 
aCcoft him: yet there was fomething fo 
little inviting in his looks, that 1 did not 
venture it. I druck deeper into the fo- 
^eft, which on this promontory extends 
nearly to the Ihore ; and, on my return, 
I found the ftranger ho longer there. 

The following evening a more than 
ordinary degree of anxiety hurried me 
on to the fame fpot. I long looked 
about me in vain for the ftranger, whom, 
I know not wherefore, I mightily wilhed 
to have met again. All the vafl: region 
round was folitary, filent and tremen- 
dous. My reflfcdtions grew more and 
more perturbed. I ft ood leaning, with 
B 4^ a downcafl: 



10 HISTORY OF 

a downcaft look, againft the flump of an 
aged oak : when all at once, I perceived 
the ftranger walking flowly by me. He 
flopped fhort for a moment, raifed an 
attentive look upon me, which feemed 
to me fignificant, though I was unable 
to decypher it ; and, on my taking the 
refolution, after fome wavering delay, 
of following him, he was again quite 
lofl to my fight. 

The man began to difcompofe my 
mind. I retired ; but his image kept 
with me ; I could not get rid of it ; and 
1 believe that he appeared to me in a 
dream. Something that I could not ex- 
plain to myfelf held me back, on the 
third evening, from vifiting for a third 
time the folitary place, where I had 
twice already beheld this furprifing phae- 
nomenon : but another fomething, as 
inexplicable as the former, impelled me 
thither, almoft againfl my will. Fa- 
tigued, I fat do^wn upon the flone where 

I had 
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I had for' the firft time feen the ftrariger, 
and, with my head fupported on my right 
hand, had fallen into» my ufual train of 
meditations ; when at once he flood 
again before me* 

LUCIAK* 

It muft be confefled. Peregrine, that 
all thy adventures, have a very peculiar 
commencement — always fo folemn! fo 
myfterious 1 

PEREGRINE. 

This, Lucian, is the laft that begins^ 
fo; and, though my curiofity was excit- 
ed, yet the ftranger gained nothing by 
this uncommon way of feeking my ac- 
quaintance ; but made me fummon up 
all my -prudence, which indeed is not 
faying much, for being" on my guard 
M 5 againit 



12 HISTORY OF 

ägainft him. Theoclea had made me dif- 
truftful. 



LUCIAN. 

And yet would I lay a wager, that with 
all thy diftruft, thou wert as well deceiv- 
ed again, as thou hadft been impofed 
upon by the beautiful Callippe, the lovely 
Gabrias, and the divine Theoclea, when 
thou waft all confidence. 



PEREGRINE. ' 

Every thing in its time, good Lucian ! 
— As fooh as the ftranger was come 
near enough to allow me no room to 
doubt that he was intending to addrefs 
me, I rofe up, as though I would refign 
to him thefeat to which he feemed to have 
a.prior right, and endeavoured to retire ; 
but like one who had firft to undo a tie 
that held him back. — *' How Peregri- 

*' nus,'* 
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*♦ nus/' faid the ftränger, in ä tone that 
immediately found the way to my heart,, 
and with a look that pierced, -like a fun- 
beam, into the dark receffes of my foul— ^ 
" thou flyeft from thy good genius ! '* — 
At this addrefs I flood fixt, and, inftead 
of giving him an anfwer, coUedled to- 
gether all the coldnefs I had in my power,, 
to look him in the fece, with an air of 
incredulity and furprife: but I very 
much doubt, that the effed was obedient - 
to my will ; for while he fpoke an awful 
tremor ran through all my veins,, and 
the involuntary aftoniftiment at hearing 
myfelf addreffed in my proper name,, by 
fo extraordinary a ftranger, info Angular 
a fpeech, inftantaneoufly 'defeated my en- 
deavours to make this curious being re* 
Goil with terror at my affecSed coldnefs. 

LUCIAN* 

Here we have it ! 

b6 FERECRINJ5» 
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PEREGRINE. 

'* C^ft thou/' continued he, ih the 
fame engaging a<:cents, '' canft thou 
" believe that mere chance has brought 
*' us together ? There is no fuch thing as 
" chance. We were to meet each other, 
*' and we met/' — I felt my felf overpower- 
ed. I fat down again upon the ftone, and 
the ftranger feated himfelf over-againft. 
meona pieceof the rock that lay conveni- 
ently in that fltuation. — *' Thou fliunneft 
** mankind," he proceeded, as I feemed 
to be tongue-tied, ** thou feekeft foli- 
" tude, thou feekeft reft, and liveft at war 
*' with thyfelf ; thou longeft after light, 
'' ^nd art toiling about in darknefs. Still 
'* fo young in years, already fo rich xin 
•' experience ! But a few months ago, fo 
" beautiful a flower ! where is now thy 
*^* glofly bloom ? Harpies in airy forms 
" have blighted'it with their peftilential 
** breath 1 The proud Ixion thought to 

" embrace 
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^' embrace the,<juefen pf the gods ; happy, 
'' if the pretended goddefs had diflblved 
*' into a cloud on his bofom ! but he 
" was melted himfelf in the arms of a 
^* Siren/* — And all this thou readeft in 
my face ? exclaimed I, in confternation 
and amazemc^nt w wonderful being! who 
art thou ? — *^ Not what perhaps thou 
*^ deemed me, though more than I may 
*' feem. Thoti haft been long enough 
" deluded. Peregrine ! it . is time' that 
'* the way of truth fliould be opened to 
"thee. I edited myfelf'thy good ge- 
**nius,/or -I perform his office with 
*' thee; and, although in reality I am no 
"•more than thyfelf, yet, in the hand of 
" him whom I ferve, I may bean inftru- 
" ment to rhy deliverance.*'— T^hou con- 
ceiveft, dear Lucian, that nr^'furprife 
vmuft have increafed every moment. 
How could the ftranger be as familiarly 
acquainted with the moft hidden parti- 
- cukrs 
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culars of my life as if he had acSually 
been my genius ! 

LUCIAN. 

Thy old fervant had again been bab- 
bling, 

PEREGRINE. , 

Then he muft have told more than he 
himfelf knew. 

LUCIAN. 

He knew, however, fomething, if not 
all ; and fo artful a mai^ as thy ftranger 
feems to me, needed but a few fragments 
of accounts in addition to what tby own 
prefence told him, for pretty eafily un- 
ravelling the myftery of thy perfon. 

PEREGRINE. 

In fa<5t I fufpeded fomething of that 
fort myfelf s and this furmife juft gave 

fo 
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fo much fuel to the laft fpark of diftruft, 
which the opennefs of the ftranger had 
left in me, that hisdifcourfe had northfe 
entire efFeft upon me, that he might hav6 
expeded. But this too he read in m^ 
face. " I do not wonder^ added he, that 
" thou art indeterminate what to think of 
•' me. Nothing is what it appears to be, 
*' though to the enlightened every thing 
** appears to be what it is. Nature is a 
" hieroglyphic, to which but a few have^ 
^' the key, and man knows all other things 
*' better than himfelf. He is like a king's 
** fon expofed in his infancy; who, being- 
•'brought up hy fhepherds, falls among 
" a band of robbers, and, through athou- 
'* fand perplexing accidents and adven- 
** tures, at length grows grey without 
•' once having had a furmife of his origin 
*' and to what he was born. What confo- 
" lation is it to the fightlefs man that it is 
•* funfhine all around him ? What is it to 
" the beggar that t|y«re is gold in the 

** bowels 
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" bowels of the earth?. The life of man, 
" which feems to be his all, is nothing : 
" ever fwallowedup by a moment that is 
" already pad, ere he was aware that it 
*' was come ; it is nothing ! But, o that 
*' mankind might know it ! O that the 
" thunder which is ta awake the dead, 
'* might thunder it into their fouls! it is 
*' pregnant with the future, which is 
*' every thing T* 

My ftranger gave forth this curious 
oracle in a kind of rapture, with fpark- 
ling eyes, and in I know not what mor6 
than human tone of voice, infomuch 
that it feemed to overwhelm me ; and I 
loft all courage toaflc him.what he meant 
by it. After having forjfott>e time looked 
at each other in filence, hfe took up the 
difcourfe again ; and faid, in milder ac- 
cents, but afluming continually more fo- 
lemnity as he proceeded; *' Thou art cal- 
*Med to a high dcftination, Pereg«ine t— ^ 

A mighty 
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*♦ A migKl^ voice from heaven is gone 
" forth into all lands. The invited are 
" many, but the number of the eled is 
'* fmall. We are now at the eve of a 
*^ dreadful revolution of things. The 
** light is broke forth in the midft of 
" darknefs; the kingdom of daemons and 
'^ thci/ fervants is verging to a terrible 
^* end. The city of God is already de- 
•* fcendcd, though hidden, by the very 
" ftream of light that iffues round it, from 
" the dazzled cyc& of the profane: but, 
" like the morning fun from the clouds, 
** it will fuddenly burft forth ; the na- 
*' tions of the earth will *flemble them- 
" felves to it, and the corufcations of its 
" rays will flaßi deflrudlion on the ene- 
" mics of light.'' 
o 

lirciAi^. 

Better and better 1 I know thy man 
,by this prophecy* The honeft gentry 

to 
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to whom he belongs, continued to threaten 
the world with a dreadful revolution of 
things, till they got it in their power to 
fulfil their threats. 



PEREGRINE. 

He once more checked the impetuofity 
of his fpecch, and call a look at me, that 
feemcd intended to ftrike through my 
very foul. I confefs to thee, that the 
points of my hair began to move* I had 
never heard a man talk fo before I With- 
out underftanding what he meant, I felt 
all the faculties of my being fhaken and 
alarmed at his difcourfe ; fecretprefenti- 
ments rofc up within me ; it was juft as if I 
faw at that very inftant the approach of 
fome great revolution. However, after ^ 
pretty long paufe, I fo far colle(3:ed the 
fcattered powers of my mind, that I was 
juft opening my lips, to beg him to be a 
little more explicit concerning the myfte- 

rious 
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rious things which he had uttered with 
the rapture and the alTurance of a prophet i 
when he prevented me by proceeding in 
a much calmer tone. " Colledl thee, 
" Peregrine! I haVe filled thee with 
*■ amazement* — It w^s neceflary fot 
*' quickening in thy heart the deadened 
" feeds of life— Thou art fallen; but 
** thou wilt raife thee again, — I fefe 
" th<i tokens of eledlion on thy front. 
" Henceforward the daemons in whoft 
'• frtares thou wert caught at Halicari 
•* naflus have no more dominion ovet- 
*' thee. Putify thy mind, by reiterated 
** aufterities, from every bodily pollu- 
" tion ! Only by .the mortification of 
" the animal man, will the fpiritual man 
" be born to life j and no other can be 
*' admitted a citizen of the holy city of 
" God, into which I afford thee a glance 
" of the fpirit. Once more, o Peregrine, 
" the kingdom of light is at hand — it 
" is already begun — ignorant aAd ftran- 

ger 
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" ger-like, as thy name imports, thou 
" art already in the midft of it. — Soon 
*' will the covering fall ifrom thy eyes 
*' — thou wilt acquire a different light 
*' from the view of myfterics of whdch 
** thofe of Eleufis are no more than dc» 
" ceitful (hadows ; and a conduAor of 
•* fouls, very different from the fabulous 
" Hermes, will reftore thy diviner part to 
" its primitive original ! — Then, o Pe- 
" regrine ! wilt thou be my brother, wilt 
" hearken to the voice of the high vo- 
*' cation, to which thou art cleded, and 
*' be partaker, in the honour of being a 
" fellow-labourer in the mofl glorious of 
'* all works ; and, under the fceptre of 
*' the great Only-begotten, afiifl in go* 
** verning the new-created earth.'* 

LUCIAN. 

. This was much at one time, good Pe- 
regrine ! After fuch a prophecy, ano- 
ther cx)nfiderable paufe muft enfue^ 
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PEREGRINE. 

Theftranger, at thefelaft words, took 
me by the hand, fqueezed it with warmth, 
and rofe up. ^' I fee," faid he, " with 
ah afFedlionate voice, " thy heart is full; 
" but to fay more is not allowed me. I 
" ftand under a fuperior command, I 
*' muft leave thee, feut on the feventh 
" day from the next new moon, we fliall 
** meet again at Pergamos." And now 
he embraced me with a look of affedlion 
and confidence, retired before I had time 
to utter a word, and was loft from my fight 
among the rocks. I rofe up by an invo- 
luntary movement, as though Iwould fol- 
low him : but the fuggeftion that it might 
difpleafe him, drew me quickly back. 
With a heart indeed very full, I feated 
myfelf on the ftone where this wonder- 
ful mortal, or genius, had fat: his voice 
feemed ftill to murmur in gentle whif- 
pers among the rocks with which I was 

furrounded: 
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furrounded; but not one word of his 
difcourfe efcaped my memory, and I ftill 
heard every accent repeated in my foul. 

The night coming on compelled me 
at laft to regain my habitation in one of 
the fuburbs of Smyrna. Here I made it 
my .firft bufinefs to put my old freedman 

' under the ftrideft fcfutiny, to find out, 
if poflible, whether it was he who had 
made the ftranger fo well acqujiinted 
with all the fee rets of myaiFairs.* But 
it turned out, after all, that the old man 
had neither feen him himfelf, nor had 
fppken one word of either me or my af- 
fairs with any other, from whom the ftran* 
ger could have obtained his information, 

■ % 

LUCIAN. 

What didft thou conclude from hence ? 

PERE^ 
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PEREÖRINE. 

Properly fpeaking nothing : but I took 
myfelf fcvercly to tafle for being ftill ca- 
pable of entertaining diftruft towards 
the ftranger, after all I had feen of him 
with my own eyes, and had heard from 
his mouth. 

LUCIAN. 

By this feature I know thee well, 
friend Peregrine ; it was this very turn 
of mind, that muft have conftantly de* 
prived thee of every benefit thou mightft 
derive from thy experiences. 

PEREGRINE. 

Thou wilt be the lefs furprifed that 
I fo eafily fell into the fnare of the 
ftranger (if we chufe rather prematurely 
to pronounce it a fnare) when ihou con- 

fidereft 
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fidereft what an urgent neceflity I was 
under to fill up the void which my late 
difinchantmcnt had left in my foul; and 
that the harmony of my mind could no 
otherwife be reftored, than by the redi- 
redlion of the whole aftivity of my mind 
to the great end, which, though I had 
miffed of it by miftaking the path, did 
not ceafe, nor without a total mctamor- 
phofis of my individuality, ever could 
ceafe from being the aim of my perpe- 
tual afpirations. I felt as if the dif- 
couffes of the ftranger had breathed frefh 
energies throughout my vital frame. 
Their confirmation was in my own feel- 
ings and wifties. They remained, like 
his image, ever prefent with me ; at every 
recolleftion they fank deeper into my 
foul, and the parting grafp of his hand ■ 
yet felt warm in mine. 

LUCIAN. 

Moft certainly thy ftranger had a fore-, 

knowledge 
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kflcyw ledge of this alfo! That is implied 
intheprophetie art! And with what fc- 
curitf he predided, that he would fee 
thee again on the feventh day after the 
firft new moon! This, however, is not an 
"event that may beaseaEly calculated be- 
forehand as a lunar eclipfe! And he, 
not only fettled the day ; heaven named' 
to thee, that thou mightft not forget it, 
the place where he was to meet thee a- 
gain. What a great prophet I How well 
he knew his mam ! 



PEREGRINE. 

' None of thy mockery, Luciafi ! Sim- 
ph as the matter may^ fcemj yet perhaps 
it reqtrires a man of no common genius 
to find otrt fo fimpie a means for mak- 
ing hrmfclf fure of fuccefs. Thou 
wilt laugh at my fimplicity; but I ho» 
heftiy confcfs, that I was then as littfc 
able to explain how the ftranger cquki 

VOL* II. c hf 
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be fo certain that we Ihould fee each 
other again at Pergamos, as whence he 
knew my name and my tranfaftions at 
Halicarnaflus. 

LUCIAN. 

And yet thou couldft not be in too 
great a hurry to fet down the place and 
the day in thy tablets ? 

FEREGRINE. . 

I did fo for certain ; though I might 
have trufted to my memory without this 
afliflance : but when I did this, I was very 
far from the defign of making the pro- 
phecy true by a voluntary journey to 
Pergamos. However, after a ftay of 
fourteen days at Smyrna, where the foli* 
tary rocky fcene received a vifit regu- 
larly every evening, preparations were 
gradually made for going from Smyrna 

to 
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to Cyme, from Cyme to Myrina, from 
Myrina to Grynio^n^ without any more 
folid reafon to be given for it, than that 
I thus came conftantly nearer to the blelT- 
ed Pergamos, 



LUCIAN. 

May I take the liberty, fince we are 
now come, as it ftiould feem, to thy 
connexion with the chriftians, of afking 
thee, without interruption, whether thou 
never hadft the curiofity or the oppor- 
tunity of gaining a clofer acquaintance 
with thofe people before the memorable 
day, that introduced thee to this ftran-* 
ger ? A fedl that took its rife in Palaef- 
tine, that had for its founder a crucified 
god, and boafted of a fpirit that im- 
parted to galilsean fiftiermen the gift of 
fpeaking all the languages of the earth 5 
a feci that was capable of uniting the 
pureft and fublimeft maxims of philofo- 
c 2 phy 




Ifldccd lie knew smdi womt «T me 
tluiti I Mpidcd Ba, formakÜBgthiM, 
he might bftvc another moävei for lie 
wii ch« head of one of die many feds 
into which the chriftians had alreadj be. 
gun to divide I and» ai at the point of 
time when he difpatched me to Smyrna^ 
the frrmcntation which his doArinc had 
tÄUtril in the congregation there, was at 
Im hrighti it would have been nowife 
fUMtlriU of him to malce me the witnefs 
fit it it fo critical a monnent. But by all 
lh0<V^lMcid»tian», we run bcforethe ftory^ 
Sw« Äfti^f my arrival at Smyrna, I re- 
ceived 



X 



P£R£6RIKtrS PROTEUS. 3I 

cern abaut gainitig a more intimate 
kfiowledgc of the chriftians. 



LUCIA». 

The pröpeir aftfwefr to this retorted 
qubftion^ wotxid lead us too fax' from our 
fubjeftj friend Peregrine, And, befidcs, 
thou vrilt permft me to fay, that the cafe 
with thee and me, was by no means the 
fame. I had 4 Natural antipathy to this 
kind of people ; while a natural fympa* 
thy attraded thee to them. 

PEREGRINE« 

Therefore, briefly, my dear Lucian^ 
the reafoh why in fadt, I was never curi- 
ÖUS to be more clofely acquainted with 
the chriflians, was the iimpleit in the 
world ; foi* it was exäcflly the fame, ais 
why I never once thought of making 
an intimacy ^ ith the extraordirtary crea- 
c 3 '^tures 
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tures, with which, in thy True Hi&ory, 
thou haft peopled the moon and the 
fun» Thou wilt recoiled:, that, in our 
times, either no mention at all was made 
of the chriftians in good company, or, 
if they were fpoken of, it wa» always 
with contempt. At Parium, in the re- 
tircdnefs wherein I lived at my father's 
hioufe, I fcarcely ever heard them nam* 
ed i and at Athens ^not even fo much. 
My grandfather, for feveral reafons^ had 
a boundlefs averfion for jews and juda- 
ifm ; his prejudices againft them, were 
perhaps, partly unjuft, but they were in- 
curable ; and, as the chriftians pafled for 
a jewifti fed, and, what was Hill worfe, 
for one that the yery jews thruft from 
them, fo no one imagined he did them 
any wrong in thinking and faying of 
them the worft he could ; efpecially a& 
fo wife and juft a prince as Trajan, and 
fuch men as Pliny and Tacitus, had 
formed no better opinion of them. Be- 
ing 
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ing grown up in thcfe prejudices^ againft 
jews and chriftians, I never thought it 
worth while, as I faid before, to make 
any nice enquiries about the latter : and 
though my itranger» as thou remarked^, 
was a chriftian, and even a perfon of 
confequence among them ; yet, as he 
infpired me with fo much veneration and 
confidence for him, no fufpicion ever 
entered my mind, that he could belong 
to a- clafs of men fo contemptible in my 
eyes. , For this was fo ftrongly rooted 
in my fancy, that, though I knew there 
was a numerous congregatioi) of chrif- 
tians at Smyrna, it never once occurred 
to me to make the fmallcft inquiries con- 
cjerning them. 

LÜCIAN. 

The ftranger appears to have had ex-M 
cepding good intelligence about thee. 
For now I fee manifeftly, that he wanted, 
c 4 firft 
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firfl to make fure of thee» befofe he 
would veotupc to confefs to thte a name» 
againft which thou waft fo violefMfljr 
prepoflciTed. Would he otherwrie have 
made the leaft faefitatioa to intfoctoce 
thee lo the chriftians &t Smyrna? 

indeed 3m knew much mtft of me 
than I fiifpeded. But, foromltdng thfia^ 
he might have another motive] for ht 
was the head of one of the mtny feds 
into which the chri^ians had already be-> 
gun to divide; and» ai at the pokit of 
time when he difpatclied me to Smyrna» 
the fermentation which his do<5lriAe had 
caufed in the congregation there» was at 
Its height» it would have been nowife 
prudent of him to make me the witnefs 
of it at fo critical a moment. But by all 
thefeelu^ridations» werun beforctheftory^ 
Soon after my arrival at Smyrna, I re- 
ceived 
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ceived various commifiions to execute 
for my father, which 'obliged me to pro- 
long my ftay in that place. The Jefs 
connecflion there Was between this bufi- 
nefs and what I had mod at hestrtj fo 
much the more did my impatience to fee 
the ftranger increafe from day to day j 
that I might hear from him. the reft of 
the myfterious intelligence he had be- 
gun to give me. When I had finifhed 
my affairs, there were ftill wanting fivcf 
or fix days to the Seventh after the new 
moon. I left Smyrna, becaufe 1 had no« 
thing more to do there 5 but frcfh com- 
miflions were waiting fot me to tranfa(% 
at Mitylene; and« befide% I was to re*^^ 
turn as foon as poffiblc to Partum. 
What was more natural for me to do» 
than to pafs over from Smyrna tq Mity* 
lehe ; and from thence to go home by 
(hip ? To what purpofe then tak« this 
journey by land to Pei^amos> which 
would lead me fo far out of my way ? 
c 5 but—- 
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but — to fulfill the prophecy of the ftran- 
ger; whoj by my hearkening ntoce to 
the fuggeftions of cool reafon and to 
what was in fadt my duty, than to my 
propenfity to the extraordinary, would 
undoubtedly for this once have proved a 
lying prophet. But really the compul- 
fion I felt upon my mind to go to Pcr- 
gamos, grew unöbfervedly fo ftrong, that 
I found no inclination to try whether 
I could not get the better of it. The 
moft curious part of the matter is, that 
my purpofely making the prediftion of 
the ftranger to come true, did not in 
the lead diminiih the miraculoufnefs of 
it in my eyes: for, whence could he 
know before hand, th ought I, that I 
would facrifice fo many motives for tak- 
ing a quite different road, to the mere 
defire of feeing him again, unlefs he have 
the gift of previoufly reading in my foul 
th^ thoughts which will not arife in it 
till after feveral days ? 

LUCIAN. 
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LÜCIAN. 

With perfons fo well dHpofed as thou 
wert, it is, in fad a vcty eafy matter to 
be a miraclemonger! 

PEREGRIKB« 

And how would the miraclemongers 
fucceed, if there were not in the world 
fuch well-difpofed perfons, who always 
are eager to meet every approaching im- 
pofture? This was the cafe at prcfent. 
Not to fruftrate the prophecy of my ftran- 
ger, I arrived at Pergamos the fixth day 
after the new moon, and fpent the whole 
evening in looking about the public 
places and everywhere elfe where I might 
hope to find him. But his hour was not 
yet come. My faith was not ihaken by 
this circumllance ; yet my impatience 
was gaining ground. However, on the 
ibllowing day, I took notice of a- flave^ 
c 6 who 
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who for fome time kept about me at a 
fmall diftance, one while walking by my 
fide, ;and then behind me, confidering 
me with much attention. At length I 
flopped at an old monument in a. place- 
but little frequented : the flave came- up 
to me, and very fubmiflively afked me, 
in a low voice, whether 1 was not Pere- 
grinus of Parium ? and, on my anfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, he put into my 
hand a fealed note, whereon I found only 
thefc words : *' Follow this perfon whi- 
•* ther lie (hall lead thee^-r-with the figr 
nature, •* The Stranger of Smyrna/* The 
(lave added, that, if I would repair thi^ 
evening to a certain place at the fourth 
hour after fun-fet, he would be there to 
conduä me where I was expected. I 
promifed to do fo. The hour came« I 
Tcforted to the place appointed ; where 
Ihe flave foon appeared, and conduced 
me, through a great number of narrow 
lanea a^d allies, to a fmaU door ; which, 

on 
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on a (ign given by him^ was opened 
from within. Keeping hold of his hand^ 
I followed hinii along a dark palTage^ 
into a little apartment^ the door of which 
he (hut after me. Even this corner was 
without lights having only a fquare a« 
perturej with a tranfparcnt gauze drawn 
over it, fo thin as that it might fupply 
the place of a window. I foon perceived 
that this opening went through the wall 
into a fhed, which was feebly enough 
enlightened by a few fcattered lamps. 
Aa^ well as I could fee, a conßderable 
number of perfons were here aflembled^ 
of all ages, fexes and conditions^ fitting 
in great filence, on fcveral rows of 
benches^ in a kind of amphitheatre^ 
round a large table, which was raifed 
feme fteps above the ground^ and cover* 
ed with a piece of carpeting. 

i had fcarcely had time to obferve all 
tkit, when a man, in a long linen robe, 
with a large purple crofs upon the bread 
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a difcourfe to the congregation* His 
attitude, and his whole clterior com* 
manded reverence; he had the look of :i 
philofopher wliofc fpirif was purified 
from all the paflions and infirmities of 
mortal nature» and who was more ufed 
to converfe with fuperior beings^ than 
with the foi\s of earth« Never did I 
hear a man fpeak with fuch a tone of 
intimate convi(äion of things» which, 
out of the imagination and mode of re* 
prefentation of him who believes thetn» 
have no reality» or of the reality where^^* 
of at leaft it is not poflible to convince 
onefelf, either by fight or the conclufions 
of reafon. His difcourfe turned in^ 
mediately in the praife of a certain mar- 
tyr (to fpeak with the chriftians) whofc 
memory was celebrated on that day : buf 
I thought the whole contents of it feem« 
ed intended to give me a farther folä* 
tion— for'he had not brought me hither 
without a parti€ttlar dcfign*-^of thofe 

myfterious 
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ing, as it feemed to be merely expreflivc 
of the heart-felt emotions of the fingers, 
adled with its full force on my inward 
frame, (efpecially as the fabaean frag- 
rance had abforbed the firft repugnant 
impreflion), and raifed imperceptibly a 
longing defire to come into clofer com- 
munity with the kind beings who had 
imparted themfelves to me in fo pleafing 
a manner by this fingle fenfe. 

When the alternate finging was finifh- 
cd, a general and profound filence enfued, 
which lafted a good while, and was only 
interrupted from time to time, by hälfl 
loud broken words and fighs, for which 
at that time I did not know how to ac- 
count. The man with the incenfe-pot 
appeared again, and filled the whole 
place of meeting with a thick cloud ot 
odoriferous fmoke : and, when he had 
fufficiently diftributed the fragrance, I 
faw my fl:ranger go up to the elevated 
place before the covered table, to make 

a dif- 
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a difcoiirfe to the congregation» His 
attitude, and his ^hole exterior com* 
manded reverence,- he had the look of» 
philofopher wliofe fpirif jwas purified 
from all the pallions and infirmities of 
mortal nature, and who was more ufcd 
to converfe with fuperior beings, than 
with the fons of earth. Never did I 
hear a man fpeak with fuch a tone of 
intimate con virion of things, which» 
out of the imagination and mode of re* 
prefentation of him who believes them» 
have no reality, or of the reality where« 
of at leaft it is not poflible to convince 
onefelf, either by fight or the conclufion^^ 
of reafon. His difcourfe turned ins« 
mediately in the praife of a certain mar- 
tyr (to fpeak with the chriflians) whole 
nftemory was celebrated on that day : but> 
I thought the whole contents of it feem« 
ed intended to give me a farther fola* 
tion-— for'he had not brought me hither 
without a particular defign~-of thoie 

myfterious 



. myÜtüficm xnattera^ into which he had 
given me a gliinpfe at Smyrna. He fpoke 
of theTolith who on this day^ by firmly . 
AHormitfitng to a tcdbus and cruel deaths 
had ^vren gkirjr to the mith^ as of a ge* 
necous combatasit» wlioliad honourably 
fallen in thi grand aanfiid-t wherein the 
ddldren of 'light were engaged with the 
fpirtts of chdcnedSi and ihien adherents, 
to life again as oonqntsor» after the ap-; 
pniaching gioriowternttnatiion of this 
holy war, and to be ^tmt of thofe who 
ihould govern the new-formed earth. 
He expatiated with themoft toanfporttng^ 
doqiienoe on that period, fat* die def» 
criptioa whereof, as he (aid, he ihould 
be watttingin words and ianaga»/ though 
he wet» able to exharuft the whole fer* 
tility of language only for iketching otic 
a faint adumbration of ift« He aimounc» 
ed it| widi all the afluranee of a pvophut 
who law the fixture already prefent^ as 
vory nearly at band, and exhorted the 

brethren 
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brethren and fifters before him, on whom 
(in the language peculiar to the feä), he 
beftowed the moil pompous titles, to be 
as valiant and indefatigable in the com- 
bat to which they were called ; as every 
conqueft they gamed over the foe acce- 
lerated the arrival of that great day on 
which all would become new, orrather by 
thcirci^union with the primaeval fourceof 
good, would return to the original ftate 
of pure and divine perfedtion. This ene- 
my, as they well knew, had formerly had 
his feat in themfelres, atid excrcifed his 
dominion over them by the force with 
which they were allured to the works 
of darknefs: but though, fince the new 
m^n had.. begun to live in them, he had 
happily been driven put of their hearts, 
yjet ftill he feeks and finds, fo long as the 
divine nature in them is held captive in 
thefe mortal bodies, a thdufand ways 
to infinuate himfelf again, through the 
fenfes, into their inward man, to over- 
cloud 
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cloud the light of their foul, and to ex- 
cite (lormsj feditions and devallations 
within. Since then there is no other me- 
thod by which the animal man can be de« 
flroyed^ but by advancing the l^e of the 
fpiritual : he exhorted them with the ut- 
moft earneftnefs to deprive the formier, 
as far as was confident with the due 
fupport of the natural life, of all nourifh- 
menr, to llifleeacli fenfual lud and defire 
in the very birth, and by frequent fall- 
ings^ watchings, and continuance in 
prayer, to cherilh the influence of the 
heavenly energy within. " Children of 
*• light," exclaimed he, ** you it behoves 
*• to be pure and without blemifli, as the 
** Father of lights from whom ypu def- 
** cend ! Brethren of the Only-begotten, 
** firftlings of the new creation, elefted 
** with Him to rule the glorious king- 
•* dom, of which He is the founder and. 
" king 1 it behoves you to renounce all 

fellow- 
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«' fellowship with the children of this 
" world, and to hold as infamous, every 
^ fimilitude with the profane. Come 
^ out from among them I Separate your- 
^ fehrts from them ! Their breath is de^ 
^ filcment, their touch an abominatioa 
•«and a curfc! Whait frHowlhip am 
^ there be between light and darfcnefs? 
** what communion between believers 
•• and unbelievers ? Their eyes are fhut, 
•^your's arc open. They arc ftrivii^ 
«* alone after the things that are on die 
•* earth, you only after what are above« 
'«• Your cohverfation is in heaven. Theft 
•* dcfpicable clods of dirt beneath your 
" feet, have nothing deferving of your 
^ defircs. The frail hufk that furrounda 
^ us, my brethren, is that alone which 
*« hinders us from living the life of fpir- 
^ its : but even this thin wall of fepara- 
•• tion is ever imperceptibly decaying, 
•* by the fire of cekfVial love ; is ever 

^* becoming 



*^ becoimng thinner^ ever mare tran^* 
*' rent — '' Here he ftc^t ftorc a« once; 
his bead fell bäckwaF(is> be looiged dp* 
wards with ftedfaft efes» and hist life for 
iboiemomeftts feemed fufpended in exta« 
fy — during which the fikaaec ia the af- 
fembly, was ftill more profound^ and all 
eyes in amazement were fixed upon him. 
•* But even fhould many,** rcfumed he, 
on coming to himfelf, '• ihould evea 
*' nMmy amoijg you^ ia this ftaie of be- 
«• ijjg, which is only the veftibuJe to real 
*' lifi; not yet he arrived at a^hul fight, 
•' mxt yet fufficiemly diveftcd of the bo* 
•' dy, for having the glories of the invifi^ 
^^Ue. world, unfolded to your ^iritt 
*< has not the faith, that is impaired to 
" y0u, an eye to fee wj»at . you dp m>t 
'^ behold, though you are encompafled 
'< with it all around ? has it not a hand^ 
** to handle what appears to you to be 
*' fo far off, though in reality fo near 
'^you? And if o^itber faith noi: love 

'' have 
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•' have bounds ; if both are as infinite 
" as their objeft, as inexhauftible as 
•* the «ons whofe efflux they are — o 
*' my brethren, who can fay what is im- 
*' pofliblc for him, who has faith and 
** love, to do or to attain ?*', — 



LUCIAN. 

For the love of all the graces. Pere- 
grine, do leave off! Let us be contented 
with this fpecimen! I perceive thy ftran- 
ger was no bungler in his art. Can there 
be need of any greater proof of his powt 
er over thee, than that he has, to this 
very moment, infecfled thee with his di- 
vine fury ?— Thou good Peregrine ! there 
thou hadft found thy man. 

PEREGRINE. 

In reality my ear, or rather my whole 
foul> with a tboufand invifiblc cars, im- 
bibed 
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d every word he uttered with a 
derful fatisfaAion. What I felt was 
lar to the undefinable fenfation of a 
ring traveller, who has long been 
rft for a drop of frefli water, on tak- 
the firft draught from a limpid fpring 
las unexpedtedly found in his way. 
! difference was only this, that with 
the thirft diminifties at every draught, 
ircas I, at every draught became more 
fty and craving than before, wifhing 
•lunge headlong into the ftream, and 
cely thought I had wetted the edge 
my lips, when the heavenly man had 
off fpeaking. Jiift at that inftant 
>eared the flave who had led me hi- 
r, took me by the hand, and conduct 
me haftily forth, whifpering me in 
ear, that now the facred myfteries, 
yhich no uninitiated could be prefent, 
re going to begin« I retired^ envying 
happy people to whom it was permit- 
to partake of thefe holy rites ; and as 

I departed 
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I dqiarted, the zSeAing notc&of a^frdh 
hymn chanted by tbc congregation, play«- 
cd upon my ear. 



LUCIAN. 

Naturally thou quitted^ them then^ with 
the fixt refolution of becoming- one of 
thcfe envied people the (boner the better. 
And, as this probably was exa<5Wy what 
fhe ftranger ain^ed at, fo I hope it- was 
not long before thy wifh was gratified. 

PEREGRINE. 

Thy penetration, for this once, has but 

httlf deceived thee, Lucian. My thoughts 

thou haft gueffed; but the ftranger was 
not fo eafy to decyjpher as I. He left 

me the whole morning that followed this 
memorable evening, a prey to my long- 
ing defires of feeing hhn alone, SLitd of 
making him the confident of what was 

pafling 



V 
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ng in my mind ; in vain did I wait for 
at my lodgings^ in vain did I look 
lim in every place where I could pro- 
y exped: to find him. At length, on 
rning home, about the feventh or 
th hour, I found a letter, wherein he 
me : it was not permitted him to 
k to me at prefent ; but we ftiould 
)ne another agam at the appointed 
r ; and meanwhile I fhould return to 
um, where my duty called me, to 
: for him who fhould be fent me 
ler, for leading me farther on the 
t way, 

.s therefore, according to this inti- 
ion, I had nothing farther to expedl 
^ergamos, I inflantly made the necef- 
preparations for proceeding to Pi- 
*, in the defign of pafling over from 
ice to Mitylene. I was told that 
id a great foreft to go through, in 
,ch, without a guide, it was very eafy 
OL. II. D for 
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for one to miftake the way; and, on 
confulting with my hod, he reconunend- 
cd to me a countryman to whom he faid 
every part of the foreft was well known. 
He muft, he faid, at any rate, return 
acrofs this foreft to his home* which 
lies beyond it ; and the way would fecm 
the (horter to him for travelling in my 
company. There was fomething in the 
phyfiognomy of this man that infpircd 
me with confidence.* Accordingly J 
made no hefitation to accept of his offer, 
cfpecially as I had my old fervaht with 
mc ; and we fet out fo early as, by his 
calculation, to avoid the danger of hav- 
ing to find the various turnings after the 
fun was gone down* But it happened 
otherwife than he had computed; the 
fun fct, while we yet faw no iffue to the 
labyrinth ; wc rather feemed to be more 
intricately entangled in it; though my 
guide was repeatedly affuring me that 
we were in the right road. As it was 

impoffible 
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impoflible for me to entertain any kind 
of diftruff towards a man who was fo 
furc of his knowjedgc, and bore fo 
ipeaking a teftimony of his honefty in 
his countenance, I quieted myfelf ais 
well as I could ; following my conduc- 
tor, who now kept almoll a continual 
filence, till he at length began to con- 
fcfs, that he had miftaken the way that 
led to Pitane. He feemed not to com- 
prehend how i^, had happened : there 
muß, faid he, be a fuperior hand in this 
bufinefs. — Thinkeft thou that fome fyl- 
van-fpirit has led us aftray ? faid I fmil- 
ing. That is not impoflible, anfwered 
he calmly ; there are evil fpirits every 
where. And thou art not afraid of them ? 
interrogated I. Certainly not ; he re- 
plied : they muft always, however it 
may vex them, by the evil they would, 
promote -the good which they would 
not. At faying thefe words I fhould 
have been glad to have looked the man 
D 2 in 
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in the face^ if it had not been too dark* 
It would be a very thank-worthy office, 
faid I, if thy fylvan fpirit, while he 
thought to lead us into fome bog^ or to 
the brink of a yawning precipice^ fhould 
unexpedledly condudl us to a good night's 
lodging. That I hope he fhall, returned 
he ; I already perceive a light between 
thofe trees.' It is perhaps, I replied, 
a will-o-the-whifp ; unlefs it be only the 
moon. He was filent; but foon after, 
the foreft began to open, the moon gave 
us light, and another path appeared, 
with which my guide aflured me he was 
well acquainted. We had fcarcely pro- 
ceeded a quarter of an hour, when we 
difcovered a long cultivated valley be- 
fore us, and could difcern fome habita- 
tions from among the trees. Said I not 
fo ? fpoke the guide, pointing with his 
hand to the houfes. — *' But the queftion 
" is, whether they will take us in?'* — 
What we here fee is a fmall eftate, re- 
plied 
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ed he, belonging to an acquaintance 
mine. He is a kind-hearted man : he 
1 not refufe us a lodging for the night. 

We mended our pace, weary as we^ 
re, down the hill ; and foon found 
rfelves between two rows of lofty chef^ 
t trees, which led us directly to a very 
in but fpacious building, which appear- 
to be the manfion of the owner of the 
ate. As we came near, our ears were 
;aled with the notes of vocal harmony, , 
ich the ftilhiefs of the night rendered 
:remely pleafing. The mufic pro- 
ided from feveral male and female 
ices, whofe well-fuited variety, by a 
)roughly clear intonation, produced 
* mod delightful melody» I thought 
V2i$ hearing the choral fong .of thofe- 
ieftial beings, whofe renovated fociety 
th'.us, according to the aflurances of 
r ftranger, was to be one of the felici- 
s of the approaching kingdoni of 
D 3 God. 
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God. It feemcd to be an entertainment 
quite familiar to my guide; and I b^an 
to fufpe(5l:> that his miftaking the way 
in the foreft was neither a work of 
chance, nor of the fylvan daemons j but 
that it was purpofely contrived for bring- 
ing me hither. 

LUCIAKT« 

This isj methinks» clear enough^ and 
I fufpeoed it long before thee. Pere- 
grine. 

PfiREGRlNE« 

We flood ftill, and liftcned to the 
finging for fome time; and, as foon as 
-it ceafed, my conductor, gave three dif- 
tinft raps at the gate of the fore-court. 
We did not wait long before we heard 
fomebody come out of the houfc to the 
gate, who alked us what we wanted? 

My 



\ 
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1 guide gave him fomething for an- 
er in Syriac, which at the time I die 
t underftand, and added, in Greek: 
It he had condud-ed a couple of flran- 
•s, who were intending for Pitane, 
ofs the foreft ; that we had miflcd 
r way; and being benighted, we hoped 
iyould not be taken ill, if we knocked 
this gate for a lodging. He had hard- 
pronounced the laft word but the 
jr flew open, and we faw a ftout man 
about fifty; who, taking us one after 
jther by the hand, bade us welcome 
bis houfe. One of his fons lighted 
s^nd we were led into a little hall, 
ere in' a fliort time five or fix other 
(k young lads prcfented themfelves, 
o, as the fons of the houfe, . feemed 
ulous to (hew us that wc were hofpi- 
ly received. Presently aYter, fix girls 
thirteen to twenty years old, the fif- 
5 of the former, brought us ever^ 
ng tfiat was necefiar/ for wafhing our 
jp 4 feet. 
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fir:. They vcre all plainly but neatly 
^vrtTrJ, ar.d vcre diftinguifhable from all 
:>c :VnM!c beings I had ever feen by a 
ivx^k of innocence, good-breeding and 
\::5:::i b.ilhfu!ncfs, which is more cafily 
fcl: rhxn defcribed. They fet down the 
wiier before us, without lifting up their 
CN es,!.iid clean cloths and the other requi- 
i'.:cs ;::v>n a uble, and then retired, one 
•ifuT .\:\orher, as modeftly and without 
:!o::V, as rhey had entered. What pccu- 
Ka: ly ih'uck me was, that thefe fix mai- 
Jc:is were io like each other, that they 
fsTcn^eJ fo many copies from the fame 
nxvle! ; only age and lize made any dif- 
fkricrKc. The lame thing, though in an 
inferior degree, I obferved alfo in the 
fons ; of whom the three youngeft, after 
they had girded themfelves with towels 
of linen, without minding the repug- 
nance fhewn by me* and my old fervant, 
performed the office of foot-wafliing, in 
deep filence, and with a remarkable ap- 
pearance of humility, and devotion. 

Having 
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Having done this, and we had refted 
a while, the father of the family again 
appeared, and led us into another little 
hall, to a covered table, which was pro- 
vided with eggs and nrilk, very fine bread 
and excellent fruits. Here we found 
a matron of about forty, the miftrefs 
of the houfe and the mother of all thefc 
children, who intreated us, as we muft 
be much in need of refreftiment, to ac- 
cept kindly of what the houfe afforded at 
that late hour. This matron, at the 
very firft fight, infpired me with a fen- 
timent I had never felt before — fome- 
thing compofed of what one may feel 
for a queen and for a mother, and which 
held me in equal fufpence between two 
involuntary inclinations, of kneeling be- 
fore her, and of falling upon her neck : 
in fo high a degree did that virtue which 
we comprehend under the beautiful word 
Sophrofyne, beam from her whole coun- 
tonance and all her demeanour. With- 
D 5 out 
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cue cvsr kir::^ peolnbl j been a beauty, 
ZK anrrrrg cc d^gairr and meeknefs» of 
pzi'.rr 23d kiDdaefs, vifilom and fimplt- 
CTT. aScjficffts^ aad oampofurCj which 
iscscd lie rsarmiter of her £ice and fea« 
tsR^s £:^^^ ^cs^ £3 pocnliar a kind of ma» 
jic^T aoi fvoecncii, aad to all theim^hcr- 
ksKfs if I unMj fo fpeak« vhich a mother of 
£x Kc$ £1^ r>e fame cnmber of daughters 
caa prdcs:, had £oiocihing fo virginal 
asd rdttl-Iike» thi: her looks at once ef« 
£acfd e^err icu^e of beauty and grace^ 
Haz aad mnained in my foul from the 
Tilii Mamilii. At that ^ime I knew not 
t? whai I cocld have likened this wo- 
mas, £:id what 1 felt at the fight of her : 
bo: longafierwards, when I was initiated 
into ali the mTUeries of the chriftians» I 
tbought^ as often as I recollected her^ 
that a painter or a fculptor could not have 
found a more perfect model than this 
woman^ for rcprefenting the mother of 
the Delegate of God. 

It 
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It was a lovely fight^ and to me alto- 
^gethcr new, to fee thefc parents^ who, 
furrounded by fo many healthy and 
hopeful children^ fo like themfelves, 
jefembled a fine tree^ which had en- 
larged itfelf by two main branches 
into a multitude of thriving leafy boughs* 
The whole family feemed one heart and 
one foul ; the commands of the parents 
were merely liints, and were executed 
with the fame celerity and the fame 
lilence, as the members of the body obey 
the will. Goodnature and benevolence^ 
a civility that feemed to proceed from a 
pure.heartfelt complacency in each other, 
in fhort^ a harmony of tempers, of which 
I had hitherto no idea, fparkled from 
every eye, fpoke in every movement and 
adion of thefe happy creatures, and a^ 
ed fomuch the.more extraordinarily upon 
me, as I had never before been with per- 
fons, who made ufe of fo few words as 
thefe. It was as if this language of the 
D 6 foul, 
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foul, in which they were mutually fo 
well verfcd, was amply fufficient for all 
they had to fay. Are thefe, faid I to 
myfelf, the chriftians, of whom our 
priefts and our rabble fpcak in terms of 
fuch abhorrence, and our great men treat 
with fuch contempt ? Is the fpirit which 
animates thefe worthy perfons, the gene- 
ral fpirit of their order ? Oh then my 
ftranger had good right to call them 
new creatures, and the firftlings of a 
new creation ! Even the golden age of 
our poets is but a childilh tale, in com- 
parifon to a world that fhould be inha- 
bited purely by people like thofe of this 
family \ 

My heart was fo full, that I could 
not refrain from teftifying the admi- 
ration and delight I felt, in very lively 
cxpreflions : but my language feemed 
ftrange to them ; the young people hung 
down their heads, or turned on one fide, 

and 
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and the father looked at me, as if he 
(ludied myx:ounteiiance to fee whether 
he had not been miftaken in me. While 
I was confidering what all this could 
mean^ the mother handed me a cup of 
winCjk which one of her daughters, accor- 
ding to the cuftom of the country, had 
previoufly mixed with water. I accept- 
ed it ; and from mere mechanical habit, 
poured fome of the wine on the ground, 
before I drank it, as I was tooking at 
her with reverence and complacency, 
without thinking of what I was about. 
She turned pale, ftarted back, and in a 
few moments the mother and the daugh- 
ters had difappeared from the hall. Why 
didft thou fo? alked my hoft with a 
friendly ferioufnefs ; fee how thou haft 
frighted thefe poor fouls! — I turned as 
red as fcarlct, and excqfed myfelf, with 
juft as mechanical anafTeveration by Jupi- 
ter, that my hand had done it without the 
concurrence of my foul. Now the fon« 

likewife 
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likewife ftole away imperceptibly» and 
in great filcnce, one after the othen-r 
The wonderful force of habit ! faid my 
'conduAorj with a little fhakeof his head. 
For more than forty years, continued our 
hoflj this ground has never once been 
profaned by any idolatrous libation^^nor 
in all that fpace has the name of any evil 
daemon been pronounced in this houfe. 
We are not alhamed to confefs, that we 
adore no other than the Only- one by 
whom and in whom all things fubfift; 
and that we ferve him, as the favourite 
of his fon, after whom we are called, has 
taught us. Our brother, who brought 
thee hither, told us, thou wert on the 
way to become one of us. 

Here he broke off, and I own that this 
fpeech from a man whom I had hitherto 
found as intelligent as honeft-hearted, 
had a great efFed: upon me. — Thou 
wouldft not then, aflced I with fome fen- 

fibility. 
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fibility, have admitted me to thy lioufe, 
but for this perhaps ipiftaken opinion? 
To this he replied» with his wonted 
calmnefsj but in another manner. " All 
" men, be they who they may, may be 
^* afTured, that we Ihall refufe them ho 
*' duty of hunaanity : but love can only 
** be expeifted^ from us by our brethren ; 
*^ and if we did not fo ftridly adhere 
*• to our tenet of avoiding, as much as 
*^ poflible, all fellowfliip with thofe that 
'* are not fo, we fhould foon ceafe to 
" be that, which, as thou fayft, has in- 
" fpired thee with fo much complacency 
*^ towards us. Nothing but the fepara- 
** tion from the children of the world, 
** can fecure us from being infe(5led by 
" them.'* If the wilh to be one of you, 
were Sufficient ! returned I, — tut I am 
flill fo ignorant, that I am unable to 
comprehend even the elements of that 
wifdom, which renders you fo good, 
— ** What goodnefs we have, replied our 
'* hoft, is the grace that comes from 

«'above: 
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*' above : the will alone is ours, and cvca 
^' that is grace, that it be good. Bc- 
*' fides, as mere nurflings of heavenly 
** wifdom, we are onty fed with milk; 
*' we are illiterate ctnintry folks, and 
" the fublime gnofis of our prophet is a 
^* gift of the fpirit, which is not impart- 
•• ed to us. In fimplicity of heart, wc 
*' are contented with relying on our 
** mafter, on him who laid down his life 
'* out of love to us, with loving him 
•* with all our heart, with being like- 
** minded with him, with following his 
*' example, and with waiting in joy for 
** his coming again." 

This is fufficient for obtaining (alva- 
tion, faid our guide: but children are 
not born that they may continue to be 
children ; they are to be youths and 
men, and will then want ftronger meats> 
nay even for their becoming fuch. 

The 
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The landlord made no reply to this. 
After a (hort paufe the former proceed- 
ed: I know that prejudices are adopted 
againft our community : but I am cer- 
tain, if thou hadft feen our prophet, if 
thou hadft heard him, thou wouldft be 
of a different mind. — " My brother, 
" refumed our hoft, 1 ftiall never again 
" behold fuch a man as Johannes, the fa- 
^' vourite of our Lord ! Happy, fupreme* 
*^ ly happy, for me, that I have fecn 
*^ him ! the amiable old man ! whom we 
^^ all loved as our father, and as the fub^ 
•' ftitute of his dear mafterl happy that 
*' his image, or rather his fpirit in form 
^* of heavenly light, is ever gliding be- 
** fore me, when I contemplate him in 
*' my mind ! Never while I live, will 
** that moment pafs away from my re- 
*' membrance, when, in this houfe, in 
" this very chamber, where we now arc, 
" he laid his facred band upon me, who 
" was then a boy of feven years old, and 

" gave 
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" gave me his blcfling ! And fo long as 
'' I live ftall I ftill hear in my foul the 
*' afFeding found of his laft words with 



cr 



''which he parted from his congrega* 
tion at Ephefu^. By a particular dif- 
*' penfation it fo happened that my fa- 
" ther had brought me, being a lad of 
" about fourteen, fome fhort time before 
'* to Ephefu:S, for having my education 
*' completed in that place« I ha^d not 
^' long been tbere^ before the faint^ 
^' who had alnioft outlived the firft hun« 
*^ dred years of falvation, felt that the 
^' hour of his departure was at hand« 
*' He was borne on a chair into the con« 
*' gregation which had alTembled in the 
^' hpufe where he dwelt. Never, never, 
*^ will that fight, thofc fentiments which 
** pierced into my foul, be ever oblite- 
" rated from my mind ! If an angel 
^^ ihould defign to appear to us in the 
^' form of an old man, be >rould chufi^ 
^^ the/oria oi Johannes taking leave of 

^^his 
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" his children. His eyes were grown 
" dim : but the laft gleam of their dy- 
" ing flame appeared at once to bright- 
'* en, and in a look of love, to dart upon 
" us all their remaining fires.. .The 
" whole congregation were on their knees 
'* around him, fixed in holy filence, 
" though with weeping eyes, to receive 
" his departing blcffing: hcraifcd hinx- 
''Telf, extended his arms towards us, 
^^ gave us his beneditflion, fank back- 
*' ward, and was departed." — The voice 
of our kind hofl failed him at thefe lad 
words ; the tears ran down bis cheeks, 
he looked fleadily upwards for a time ; 
my condudor, abforbed in his feelings, 
was filent, and I — I vowed within my- 
fclf the moft folemn vow, that from 
henceforward all my thoughts and endea« 
vours Ihould be exerted for becoming as 
foon as poilible the brother of fuch pure 
and kind and happy perfons, who in my 
opinion would have reconciled even a 
Timon to the whole human xace. Our 

: ft 



70 HISTORY OP 

hoft foon after filently rofc up, fhewed 
us into a furnifhed fleepiog room and 
^'ifhed us a good night. 

' Though - greatly fatigued with the 
journey, my heart was too full to allow 
me cither to take reft myfelf or to Jet 
my companion fleep. How is it pof- 
fible, fa id I to him, that fuch good peo- 
ple as I now fee you to be, can be fo 
very much miftaken by the world ? 

'' Docs that furprife thee ?'* faid he 
with that fort of fmile with which we an- 
fwcr the firople queftibn of a child : *' juft 
for that rcafon, becaufe we are good. Can 
wc, we who fall fo far fliort of the likenefs 
of our maftcr and lord, can we expedt 
that it Ibould fare better with us than 
with him?*' — And now, taking occafion 
(v\n\\ my quellion, and encouraged by 
the particij'uition with which I hearkened 
tv> hu\u he began to expatiate, with a 
w;^vmih that continued to increafe as he 

proceeded^ 
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proceeded, on the charader of the ex- 
traordinary fon of man whom he ftyled 
his mafter and lord ; '^ who (as he faid) 
*' at an age when men, for the moft part, 
*' are fcarcely able to comprehend the 
" firift elements of wifdom, went fo far 
" beyond the wifeft of every age and na-, 
" tion, that a Hermes and a Zoroafter, a 
*' Pythagoras and a Socrates would have 
*' cftecmed themfelves happy to be his 
** fcholars : in the age of the pailions 
** flood forth as fo perfed an exem- 
*^ plar of moderation, temperance, com- 
** pofure of mind, gentlenefs, and in ge- 
*' neral of all the virtues which are the 
** moft difficult to pradlife, that he could 
*' openly challenge his enemies to accufe 
** him of any fault ; and that even the 
*' roman procurator of Judea, though 
*• bafe enough to deliver the innocent 
** viiäim to the fury of the populace and 
•* the malice of the priefts, was forced 
" to confefs aloud, that he found no fault 
** in him. »Where was. there ever feen, 
. ** continued 



72 HISTORY or 

*' continued he, a fon of man that fpoke 
^^ as he did, that lived as he did^ and 
** that crowned fo pure a life with 
*' fo admirable a death ? Without the 
« (lighted claims on this worlds with- 
^ put any concern for himfelf, furc 
*' that the commiflion with which he 
'* was fent on the earth» would make all 
•* the powerful and rich, all the priefts 
^ and theologues, and in general all, 
•• both rulers and fubjeÄs of the king- 
•• dorn of darknefs, his deadly foes— he 
*• walked his way among them, with as 
•^ much ferenity and cheerfulnefs as 
*• though he had not foreknown that this 
"way led him ftrait to the crofs. Every 
•• ftep he took to this tremendaus objed 
^ was marked with fome benefadion, 
•• every word he uttered was a golden 
•• fentence of wifdom ; and his wifdom, 
••oh ! how far fuperior to all that befpre 
•• him had bore that name, even among 
•• our Greeks, fo proud of their high 
•• cultivation ! Who ever fpoke at once 

'* with 
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*' with fo much loftinefs aiid ßmplicity, 
•' fo profound and yet fo piain, fo god- 
** like and at the fame time fo human, 
** of divine and heavenly things ? It was 
" impoflible for any unbiaffed hearer 
" not to feel the truth of his words, or 
" rather, not to feel that it was trUth 
" itfelf fpeaking to mankind in the fortn 
" of a fon of man. It was impoflible to 
«• be but a mere naturally good man, and 
" to fee him, to hear him, to live with 
•* him, without being overpowered by 
♦^ his iri^fiftible grace and goodnefs, 
•* without being attached to him with a 
•• love that no other mortal could in- 
•• fpire. All his difciples, both male 
•^ and female, specially thofe that he fe- 
•• leftcd for the conftant companions and 
•• Witnefles of hiis life, adhered to him 
•* folcly by this love. His perfon was 
^ always an indiffoluble myftery to them; 
•* niany a time they even miftook him; 
«• but even after they were füre that they 
*^' had iiotfikfg to liope forfirdmhimin 

" this 
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^* this world ; were Aire that, on the con- 
" trary, their attachment to him would 
" only draw upon them hatred and per- 
** fecution, a life of hardfhips, and a pain- 
" ful death : even yet did this intenfe 
** and incomprehenfibU afFedion operate 
" fo wonderfully in them, that, after his 
" example, they Ihunned no dangers, no 
*' fufFerings, no tortures, for fulfilling 
«' the commiflion they had received from 
*' him, of proclaiming ta the whole 
** world the kingdom of God, for the 
" founding whereof he came upon the 
<* earth. Thus heftilMived, even after his 
'* departure, (as he had promifed them) 
" among his people ^ or rather only his 
** figure was vaniflied from their fight* 
" He himfelf continued to live in them, 
" to fpeak through them, to ad: by them, 
** and by them completed the grand 
«* work, which the fpirits of darknefs had 
'* hoped would have been deftroyed by 
**^his death. — And this divine perfon 
" (exclaimed my tranfported evangelift 



''in 
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i a louder voice), this wifcft, this 
eft, this purcft, moft afFecäionate,' 
loft amiable, and moft beloved of 
icn — died in the three and thirtieth 
ear of fuch a life — upon the crofs !— 
.nd now, continued he, after a pretty 
>ng paufe, wilt thou ftill be furprifed 

> fee the difciples of a mafter who was 

> mifunderftood, no better treated ? In 
ift, matters are far too well with us : 
[id I very much fear it tobe a bad fign 
f our purity and conformity with 
im, that the children of this world 
ave now for a long time left us fo 
luch at reft.*' 

had nothing to reply, as thou may ft 
ty imagine, to an anfwer that fo bold- 
rut the knot in two ; and the lefs, as 
that very moment a paflage of Plato 
ie into my mind, where he afferts, 
c, ** a perfecflly wife and good man, 
^ould therefore, bccaufc he was fo, 
OL. 11. E • ^^ be 
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*^ be oecefiorily mifiuidcrftood^ by tbi 
** itft of BQsuikiiKi, be hated, infulted, per- 
** fiecuced, and ac length put to death; 
^ wLtboct cea&Dg to remain equal tc 
« hiotielf» even oq the crofs«'* 

Would not one bctiere» tluMight J, thai 
the athcnian phiiofopher had been in« 
fpired with thefc words by the fpiril 
of prophecy, as a prcfage which wai 
fo ilrikingly to be accompli (hed, fomc 
ages after him, among a people, whofe 
very name was perhaps unknown to 
him? 

I could not refrain from imparting 
this thought to my companion : he Teem- 
ed to be of my opinion« and alTertedi 
that the fagcs among the idolatrous na- 
tions, had often been, without knowing 
it, harbingers and heralds of the ambaf- 
\M\ot' of Ciod. I lis zeal for my com- 
l^lrtf convi^Uon, became fucccffivcly 

more 
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more ardentj in proportion as his dif- 
courfe feemed to imprefs me more 
ftrqngly. Probably, as we were to part 
at day-break, Ke wifhed to avoid all felf- 
reproaches on having omitted any thing 
that might contribute to bring me into 
the right way; and thus the morning 
imperceptibly ftole upon us, without 
once having clofed our eyes in fleep. 

LUCIAN. 

Thy conductor, I perceive, was not 
promoted to that office without defign. 
But, with all the dexterity and all the 
zeal, with which he performed his com- 
miflion, it muft have druck thee that 
there was a powerful quantity of decla- 
mation in his difcourfe ; and it depend- 
ed, methinks, entirely on thee to have 
folved the whole aenigma of the extra- 
ordinary man, a follower of whom he 
was defirous to make thee, in a much 
E 2 fimplcr 
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f:inplcr way than his. What was c 
ordinary in him would have loll c 
dcrably, and all would prefently 
returned to thecomprehenlible cour 
hunuin things» if once thou hadfl c< 
dered, that the ftory, or, to give 
proper name, the mythology of all i 
fons of godsj from Brama the India 
Hermes the ^tgjptian, to Zoroaftej 
Baclrian, to Zamolxis the Getan, tc 
n-js and Orpheus the Grecians, and 
rttl of them, down to our wond( 
Apollonius, always in the main pref 
us with the very fame phaenomena, 
produces the very fame refults, 
ways, from the conception to the de 
all is wonderful; fuperhuman nature 
abilities; fuperhuman wifdom and 
rue ; communion with the gods anc 
invilible world ; power over the elem( 
nnd the fpirits fuppofed to pre 
in them ; irrefiftible influencies on 
dinary men; eloquence that captiv; 
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or wins every heart ; the gift of working 
marvellous things, of reviving the-dead, 

, of foretelling future events, and the like. 
Always a beneficent daemon, appearing 

. among mortals, in a human (hape, in or- 
der to free them from great evils, and to 
tranfport them into a ftate of fupreme 
felicity, to found Jbme new religion, a 
peculiar worlhip and order, or a theo- 
cracy ; which, at firft, the well-intended 
.work of harmlefs enrhufiafts, becomes at 

' laft, and in a pretty fhort fpace, a prieftly 
government, fubjugating whole tribes 
and empires. The difinterefted fpecfla- 
torof human aiFairs, in all thefe cafes 
unties the myfterious knot by this dilem- 
ma. Either the wonderful men deceive 
their adherents, and the reft of the mul- 
titude — perhaps from benevolent views 
— defignedly ; as, for example, is undeni- 
able of the authors of our Eleufmian my- 
fteries : or, they deceive themfelves by 
their enthuliafm, and others by the na- 
tural charm whereby great minds a<fl 

E-3 "F 
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upon little ones. In both cafes the 
whole matter is explained in the moft 
natural method that can be ; efpecially> 
if we reflc(ft, how few are the tequifiteSi 
for making an uncommon man appear in 
the eyes of ignorant and fuperftitious peo- 
ple^ a heroj and a hero a god. A man 
muft be very fuperficially acquainted 
with human nature indeed^ to expe^i 
from the immediate difciplet of fuch i 
perfon^ or from the difciples of thefe 
difciplesj any otherwife than that thcjr 
will always tell more than they acäually 
faw and heard. And then that other 
circumftancc comes in to their aid, that 
they can never be more eager to relate 
incredible things, than the generality of 
their auditors, are to hear and to believe 
them ! 



PEREGRINE. 

Thou then, in my place, wouldft have 
been wiferthan the pythagarcan Timieus 

in 



PEREGRINUS PROTEUS* Si 

in Plato, who thought he had ßxt the 
religious tradition of the Greeks on a 
very firm foundation^ by inaintaining, 
that, *' their antient bards and poets» as 
'• fons of gods» muft naturally have 
•^ been bcft informed of the affairs and 
'* aiflions of the whole race of their pro- 
'^ genitors and all their kindred ; and 
^* therefore, however inexplicable and 
** incredible their accounts might have 
'' been in themfelves, it ought to be 
** enough for us children of men, that 
*' they were delivered to us by fons of 
^' gods, for admitting them with all due 
" reverence, as fufficiently credible mat. 
*' ters of fad/' 

LÜCIAK, 

I indeed pay thee no great compli- 
ment. Peregrine, by admitting that an 
argument of this force, even when thy 
imagination was at the higheft degree 
£ 4 of 
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of heat, Ihould have gained no great ad« 
vantage over thee. 



PEREGRINE. 

However, it would be nothing more 
than reafonable to let the authority oif 
fuch a man as Timaeus have feme weight 
with a young man, who, befides the 
warmth of his imagination, and his na* 
tivc propenfity to the extraordinary, 
muft have been rendered fomewhar cre- 
dulous in this particular by the mecha- 
nical force of habit, he having believed in 
fons of gods from his very infancy. But 
the reafons for the belief to which I felt 
myfelf fo forcibly drawn by the conver- 
fation with my guide, had, to fpeak 
impartially, a very different importarice, 
from what Timasus or Plato — whom, by 
the way, I fufped of irony in this matter 
— ever could procure to them to whom 
they feem to diredt their difcourfe. 
* V However 
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However plaufible too, at firft fight the 
fimilarity may be, which thou findeft be- 
tween the fons of gods of all ages and na- 
tions ,yet the fuperiority and preeminence 
of him with whom I had lately become 
acquainted through the chriftians, was 
So great> fo cffential, fo palpable — 

LUCIAN. 

. Pardon me, dear Peregrine, for break- 
ing in upon thy difcourfe. But there 
needs, as thou feeft thyfeif, no* apology 
on this point. Wchave both been long 
agreed upon it, and I was wrong to ia- 
tcrrupt thee in the thread of thy narra- 
tion, by a remark that might entangle 
us in difquifitions . q^ite foreign to oux 
purpofe. 

'"_" 'peregrine, after aßort paufe. 

»aXhe affairs of my father in Mytilene, 

were fo urgent, and the time of my^re- 

j> 5 iMitl 
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turn to Parium fo nigh» that hard as I 
found it CO part fo foon from my new 
friends, I could not have dared to tarrj 
any longer, if my bofpitablehoft hadpreflf- 
cd me ever fo much to prolong my ftay. 
Ar fun-rife therefore» I took leave of him 
and mr guide; vho, after having chaiged 
one of the domeflics of our hoft to fee 
me fairlv on the road to Pitanc» em- 
braced aoc u ith great aflfeAion : at the 
laRie time alfuring me, that we ihould 
fee one another again, fooner than I per- 
haps imagined. He very ferieufly re- 
fufed CO accept of any reward frcHn me ; 
aoif, on my peremptorily iniifting upon 
it, he 3t laft complied fo far as to take 
a fmall matter towards the relief of ia- 
iiiigent brethren; for which purpofe a 
common cheft is kept in every province» 
contaiaing the contributions of the 
wealthier brethren in all the feveral con- 
gregations. Under this title alone, he 
fai J, he couki accept of my donation ; 

as 
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u he already had caufe» at lead at far as 
incliiiation went, to conlider me as « 
brother« 

Indeed^ I had given him fuch warm 
and politive aflurances on this head, 
that he could do no lefs. And, if thou 
rccolieÄeft the frame of mind, wherein 
the firft appearance of the flranger at 
Smyrna met me, and combinell ail the 
impreflions which from that evening 
were made upon me, thou wilt find it 
by no means incompreheniible, that, to 
borrow one of thy favourite expreflioni, 
I plunged head foremoft into a belief, 
that was fo peculiarly adapted to my 
fined feelings and moft fublime kteUj 
that 1 now confidered thefe as^mere pm* 
monitions, the real objeds whereof wcipe 
foon to be imparted K> me in all ibtk 
fuinefs. 

■«I 
Being left to myftif and My aw» re» 
fieäions,,all that the Ilfanger had tokl me 
£ (y to 



86 HISTORY OK 

to exped, ftarted up in my mind with the 
grcatcft vivacity, and I feemed to have 
ftill founding in nty ears thofe emphatical 
words : '' Soon will the covering fall 
*' off from thy eyes ! Thou wilt be ini- 
" tiated in myfteries, whereof thofe of 
'' Eleufis are only deceitful (hadows : 
" in which thou wilt behold a very dif- 
•' ferent light j and a coiiduftor of fouls 
/^ very different from the fabulous Hermes,* 
" will conduft the diviner part of thee 
" backtoits primitive origin.*'-^ And now 
thou may fleafily conceive with what ina- 
, patience I haftened to obviate the impe- 
.diments I faw flill lying in my way> and 
that, fleeping or wakings 1 thought and 
dreamt of nothing elfe, than as foon as 
po^ble to fet myfelf free from iall other 
jTclations, in order to devote myfelf en- 
itircly; IP the grand vocation to which I 
was called. For had not the fh*anger 
fee^n the marks of my eleftion written 
•P «y /prehead 1 

i.2 ItTClAK. 
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• ■• • •:•/'' 

LÜCIAN. ! 

• As thou haft returned of thy own ac- 
cord to the fubjeft of thy ftranger ; me- 
thinks it was high time for him to, have 
Hepped forward from the myfterious 
cloud in which he had been fo long in- 
volved like one of Homer*s gods> and let . 
us know, who he properly was> and by 
what kind of magic he had got the art of 
reading in thy eyes, at your firft meet- 
ing, not only all that was then paffing 
in thy mind, but even all that had hap« 
pened to thee long before ? Didft thcAi 
not endeavour to worm out of thy guidt, 
fome informatioa cgncerning his ptflr- 
fon? .J 

PEREGRINE. 

Doubtlefs I- did; but all l' could'^^t 
out of him, was merdy tW:. that,^ 
was prefident of a confideirable'ruiitaii^r 

of 
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of tfiatic congregations^ and a teacher 
(or as they call it) a prophet, of great 
intcAleftual powers, and of high illumi- 
nation in heavenly things. More than 
this, mj man faid, he was not at liberty 
to difclofe to me, till I was admitted 
among the epoptes**^ ; and with this my 
dear Lucian, thou muft be content, tiU 
time brings more of the matter to light. 

In relating the events and tranfa^ions 
that firft brought me acquainted with 
the chriftians^ and to the refolution of 
becoming one of them, I have been 
forced to enter into minuter circum- 
ftafices, than a narrator who is afraid of 
the hazard of being thought tedious» 
would have ventured to do. But I 

* Thvs the initkled of the Eleufinian myfteries weie 
Calledt after beiag admitted to behold the light. The 
chriftianSy as la well known, borrowed this word» 
with iereral others of the like kind, which they ap- 
fttQ4 io thttmilileries« 

thought 



thmight it ntctfhry to he thus circüm« 
ftantial^ as I was defirous of makuig it 
comprehcnfibic to thee, how it was pof. 
fible, withoBt a fuddcn icap (whtcli Aa« 
tore neirer makes)« that from aa cpofptts 
of the mjüerics of Vemia Mamilia» I 
(faottid in fo (faort a time become one of 
the moil sealoufi neofAytea, that my 
ftranger could ever have enlifted for his 
milleimial kingdom of light. 

LUCIAN. 

Thou haft obtained thy end, Fem» 
grinc— 

PSRSGRIN£. 

And I (hall, therefore, ib much the 
more commodioufly abbreviate the hiC- 
tory of feveral years, that clapfed liM 
that period, when I played the pari of a 

perfoa 
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pcrfoti not altogether inlignificänt among 
die chriftians. . ^ 

On my return to the paternal roof^ 1 
found my father attacked by the infirmi- 
ties of age fi3oner than I had expeded 
from his years^^ and therc;fore.refoived to 
give up his commerce, to balance ac- 
counts with aH his correfpcmdents, . and 
to pafs the remainder of hh life in fui- 
table repofc among his friends at Pa- 
rium. In confeq\ience of this refolii- 
tion, he negleöed not to inform me, 
that heliad fent for me home, in ordei 
to difcharge upon the younger fhouldera 
of his only fon, the burden of his ftill 
remaining bufinefs ; particularly thai 
which , required travelling to places of 
trade, varioufly renrote, on the Euxine, 
the JEgcdtn and the Cilician feas* Now, 
though nothing in the world was kf$ 
cönfonant with my inclinations, than, the 
Biode,of life to which I w^s thus con- 
demned : 
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led : I yet had fiich high notions of 
, that I fubmitted to its obligations 
e beft manner I was able/ '. i 

LUCIAN. 

fact, dear Peregrine, thy fate is not 
e blamed, if, on this occafion, hap- 
ng precifely at the proper point of 
, thou wert not a few degrees relax- 
om that exceffive exertion of mind 
h- had been hitherto entangling thee 
[ventures fo Angular and fo far be- 
I the ufual courfe of life. A life of 
txcCs, by frequent journies, and thcva- 
\ intercourfe with all kinds of ordi- 
people, among whom one is thereby 

is always the fafeft means of abau 
:he immoderate vivacity of the ima- 
tion, and of converting a platonic 
jfiaft, imperceptibly, and to his own 
cement, into a man like others. . 

L PERE- 
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P£REGR1N£. 

True; fomewhai human once mc 
Pfeils rtie on thi^ occafion. Not th 
my determination of entering myfc 
among the chriftians as foon as poflibl 
was at all the lefs fixt* On the coi 
trary^ the lefs pleafure I found in the a 
fairs and diftraäions of my new way 
life^andthe more flriking the contn 
was between the men with whom I hs 
to dealj and thofe artlefs and k4nd-hear 
ed beings^ amongft whom my guide fro 
Pergamos^ by miflaking the way» ha 
xaufed me lo fojourn, fo much the mo 
impatiently did I long, from time 
time, after the unclouded tranquility 
the foul and the pure cudaemony 
which I thought 1 xould no where a 
tain, but among fuch worthy peopl 
But even this depended on a previous ^ 
teration in me, which probably wou 
not fo foon have been brought about 

oth 
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Other circumftances. What thou ttrmeft 
my enthufiafm^ gradually took another 
turn« The mois authority the influences 
of the outward fenfible world obtained 
over me» fo much the more dull was the 
inirard fenfe to the fpiritual phenomena 
of the fantaftic ideal world in which I 
formerly lived. Whereas the ultimate 
end of all my wiihes had once been to 
live the life of fpirits» and with a living 
body to difincorporate myfelf into a 
dasmon — I now felt no want more ur- 
gent» than to be emancipated» as quickly 
as poflible» from all connection with 
perfons» whofc entire mode of exigence 
was in eternal oppoiition to my ideal 
perception of harmony and beauty» in 
order to fpend my days in a fmall focicty 
of undifguifcdand thoroughly good pco- 
pie» in the light of whom my foul might 
always have a pure complacency, and on 
whom I might difFufe the whole fuUnefs 
of my affe<^on» without fear of decep« 

tlon» 
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tion and remorfe» iii^ithout danger of be« 
ing corrupted by their paffions and man- 
ners. In one word, Lucian, the magi- 
cal enthufiafm of my early youth pafled 
imperceptibly, at leaft for a time, into a 
moral enthufiafm, which again ebcpofcd 
me to frefh illufions of the imagination 
and the heart; yet at the fame time 
brought me nearer to what in my mind 
is the perfedion of num^ and perhaps 
was a middle ftate, through which I muft 
necefiarily pafs, for getting into the di- 
re^fl path to that perfedlion. 

LUCIAN. 

That we fhall fee. But, in the mean 
time how did the ftrangcr and the guide 
acT:? 

PEREGRINE. 

Nothing lefs than importunately. 
Half a year had nearly elapfed ere I re- 
ceived 



PEREGRINtrS PROTEUS« 95 

cciVed a Icttet from the latter on occa- 
üon of fome goods that came to my fa- 
ther, from Smyrna; wherein he- men- 
tioned to me that he (hoüld vifir me, 
fhortly at Parium. He adlually made 
his appearance foon after at our houfe in 
the quality of a tradefman of JEgim, 
named Hegefias, having cömmiflions to 
my father from feveral of our correfpon- 
dents. In thefe he acquitted himfelf 
with fo much capacity and prudence, 
that the old man was quite charmed 
with »himj^ and accepted with pleafure 
his offers to charge himfelf with cöm- 
miflions to feveral places on the ionian 
coaft. This in a fhort time« put him on 
fo friendly a footing wirii us, that I 
could not fail of opportunities of having 
as many private converfations with him 
as I could poflibly defire. I got fome 
books of him, which were then kept 
very fecret by the chriftians, containing 
principally the hiftory of the three laft 

years 
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jtxn of their maftcr's life/his furprifing 
aAions» his public difcourfes^ and the 
more private iuffarudionsj which he con«. 
fined folelf to his felecl adherents, i 
devoured thefe books with my ufual 
ariditr» and they begot in me fuch a 
heart-felt love towards the perfon of this, 
wonderful» and» in his way, this lingular 
ion of man» that it would have been no 
difficult matter for me to have given him 
credit for far more incredible things than 
he is pretended to have faid, with the very 
fame generous confidence in the hiftori- 
cal aflurance of the relator, with which 
I gave my aflcnt to fuch extraordinary 
occurrences on the bare word and honeft 
countenance of my friend Hcgefias. — 
Hegefias omitted nothing that might 
confirm me in my new belief, arid gave 
me a conftantly higher idea of the voca- 
tion of a fellow-labourer in the grand 
work of dcmoliihing the kingdom of 
darknefs ; and, in (hort (that 1 may not 

detain 
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detain thee longer with the defcription 
of my progrefs than is neceflary in point 
of time) he found me in Co good a dif- 
pofition that he did not hedtate to con* 
fcr upon me, the night before his de- 
parture from Parium, the firft degree of 
initiation into the myfleries of the chrif- 
tians, and during this ad — the limple 
but awful folemnity whereof was not a 
little elevated by the ftillnefs of mid- 
night, and the drearinefs of the place 
he had provided for that purpofe — to 
accept a vow of me;^ that was to render 
mc for ever a fharer in the kingdom of 
light» and an implacable combatant a- 
gainft the kingdom of darknefs. 

Hegefias had already more than once 
been obliged to employ the whole force 
of his eloquence to moderate the zeal 
which hchimfelf had kindled within my 
bread; and to convince me that it was 
my duty not to abandon the affairs which 

providenc 
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providence had now entrulled to injr 
care, till I ihould be called from them 
by a fuperior command. But iA thcfc 
folemn moments, I was feized with a 
longing to relinquilh all, and devote my« 
felf entirely and with undivided energy 
to my new vocation ; this deiire was fo 
ftrong, that I importuned him afrefh ; 
and, in the hope of difarming him of all 
objeöions at once, I ardently appealed to 
the anf^^er our mafter gave to the rich 
young man, who had afked him what he 
muft do to be blefled. Nothing, in my 
opinion could be more decifive than the 
application of this anfwer to the predi- 
cament in uhich I flood. But Hegelias 
was not fo eafily thrown off his purpofe as 
I had imagined. He rebuked my impa- 
tience with a mild but inflexible gravity, 
and' abfolutely infilled upon it that it 
was not lawful fo rme to forfake my fa^. 
ther till he had no longer any occafion for 
my fervice. ** The anfwer given to thö 

** youth. 



^ youth, (aid he, to vkididHK .;ffe:sgf, 
'* fo fair fraa bcxaig ^^näcsie lüi. :arr 
'* cafe, dctcnnbits ferr'.? a ga ■?,!: ' ::asz. 
■' The frame of xsoiad ^i 
'* this niony^hr, ii narr7 
*' his : £9r he fwagrf j jraj im d gl^ .»psr. 
<< on heaxiag xaac äe omif^ xsec v*.z:£ ^ 
'' that then waeä ixnpgnraes: acc^tir&rf^u;. 
'' to iriiaqgi&u lie 3«r j;ier.^!:Tts:::^ ^err 
'« brodicr; fawirmnrx 3e^ as Arsr rS:::.-^ 
'* fid^ HOC täcf (SttCSKapcr :uxrii«:^ayja;^ 
'* to dexT c&yrH^ jr xsbiia^ Ju^ :w^ 
'< clanocoi» ^nmai ;ir doer :ttsgc^ j£::^»r 
** fifft Aagr osD^ottsd: äx^ itase i»- ztt^ -r- 
^' cqicuos iatö. die £iäl<0»'tbia sf :i*e:^ :::'.;;• 
"dfcnof Egfa:!! Wam^^^x^nc^^ 7^:^^. 

"* great caaxiiaBBxdiaciexit:<si^ cmr I^trttv«^ -^ 
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^ dcürc fpf n&u X woBiUft ahsuidoi 

^Mfmhii hke, i dt wodki nake th 
^ offcfing omcci Ec: fior it is mcfcl 

^ an illiifiim <xf i k j et csärrly fob 

^ ducd frlf ; or 1 r, it is an iinpcr 
'' cqitiblc net, thj ciil dbrmon i 

^ attempting to i m otct thj head 
^ Wouldft thott ccr fy thyfdf vhethe 
^ thy felf'denial 1 flxidly genuine 
<' Sacrifice this i eafbnable defire t 
''him to whom i i fondly imagine! 
*' thou art ready to Per up all that chpi 
'* art and haft; return to thy father* 
'* houfet and be perfuaded that thou ar 
•* ferving the Lordj while thou art pro 
•' fccuting the bufinefs of thy father witi 
*' attention and zeal* If thou haft beei 
^* fdirhfut in this inferior poft> in du< 
" lime thou wilt infallibly be called tc 

\ h^^iU^ adminiftcrcd to mc this cor- 
^v^vtUM) \\\ fu e^rneft and authoritative s 

tone. 
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le« that I thought I was hearkening 
the ftranger of Smyrna. I fubmitted 
ffclf, therefore, with all the ineeknefs 
%t befitted a neophyt^ and received 
s bleffing> with the aflurance, that 
might thenceforward confider myfelf 
a denizen of the city of God, which 
3uld (hortly, in vifible glory, defcend 
L the earth; and, as, by taking upon 
ß the auftere duties of this exalted dig- 
ty, I had received all the prerogatives 
it ; fo, I might be certain, that, from 
at moment, I was under the immediate 
oteftion and influence of the fpirits of 
rht, and in connedion with the mem* 
rrs of their kingdom ; who could nei- 
er be confined by time nor fpace : and 
this, without my concurrence, I 
ould receive infallible proof, as often 
it was requifite to the fervice of our 
ord and King« 

F 2 tuciA.v. 
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LUCIAN. 



This Hegefias, as it (hould fccm, play- 
ed no inferior part among the children 
of light ? 



PEREGRINE. 

As I learned in the fequel, he was one 
of the moft trufty and adivc of the pri- 
vate agents of my ftranger ; an office for 
which his extraordinary prefence and 
verfatility of mind, his knowledge of the 
world, and his dexterity in dealing with 
all kinds of men, and in gaining their 
confidence, eminently qualified him'. It 
was almoft impollible to efcape hhn, 
when he wanted to get polTeflion of a 
man, who had but fome difpofitions for 
aflifling, whether knowingly or unknow- 
ingly, in a higher or a lower ftation, as 
weight, wheel, or fpring, in carrying on 
the grand work whereof the ftranger was 

the 
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the animating foul. He fpoke with great 
fluency all the languages then in ufe 
throughout the enormous circumference 
of the roman empire; poflefled great dex- 
terity and fkill in the management of mer- 
cantile affairs ; was in connexion with 
feveral great men, and. with the princi- 
pal houfes in all the trading towns of the 
empire, and was able to render fo much 
the more important fervices to the caufe 
in which he was embarked, as ("except 
the brethren who knew him, or to whom 
he gave himfelf to be known) no one 
would have fufpeded a chriftian to lurk 
under his cloak. For, in order that he 
might become all things to all men, for 
the benefit: of the good caufe, he was dif- 
penfed from every outward adt that 
might render him fufpeväed by the pro* 
.fane.: an exemption, which my ftranger 
ufed commonly to diftribute among the 
moft aÄive of his confidants; and which 
he like wife ( though I was yet far from this 
F 3 degree 
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degree) conferred on me through Hege- 
fiasj as it would be a duty impofed on 
me by them, to keep my connexion 
with the brethren a clofe fecrct from ntj 
relations and fellow-cilizens. 



LUCIAN. 

This pcrmiflion, for the benefit of the 
whole order, to every perfon to prefent 
himfelf under any mafk he fliould find 
necefTary at his difcretion, gives me 
great light at once on the poflibility 
how a fed, which in my time was fo 
much defpifed, might be already in the 
former half of the third century of their 
chronology, fo numerous and confidera- 
ble as of neccffity to excite the jealoufy 
of the prlefls of the antient deities. 
Even under the Antonines their num- 
bers were much greater than was be. 
licved, as probably not a few (efpecially 
in the upper clafles of fociety) from va- 
rious 
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rious regards, and partly, as thy He- 
geiias, in the defign of being more ufe-p 
ful to their brethren on every occafion, 
and in general for being fo much the 
better able ujnmoleftedly to found and 
extend their new theocracy in filence, 
with the favour of their fuperiors, kept 
fee ret fo long their connexion with the 
chriftians, till a change of circum- 
ftances fhould incefFantly render this re-> 
fcrvc Icfs and lefs neceflary. 

PERfiGRlI^E. , 

Very probably. However, I hiuft con- 
fcf«, that though I was in pretty inti- 
mate connedion for feveral years with 
fome of them, yet to me there was ai\ 
impenetrable veil of obfcurity upon the 
hiftory of the origin, and the firft pe-. 
riods of this order which in the fequci 
became of fuch vaft confequence to the 
whole human race. My conjedures 
F 4 thereupon 
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thereupon can be of no great confc- 
qucnce to thee; befides, they would lead 
us too far from the hiftory of my own 
infignificant perfon^ in which alone we 
are at prefent engaged. But what I 
J^now from my own experience is, that 
there was a mighty difi^rence between 
the chriftians under Conftantine^ ufually 
ftyled the great, and the communities 
of brethren^ gi'cat and fmallj difperfed 
throughout the whole extent of the ro- 
man empire, which in my time were ge- 
nerally comprehended under that name. 
For there then reigned fo little concord^ 
order and harmony among them, that 
perhaps no two communions of confider- 
ablc magnitude were to He found, that 
in all particulars were of one faith and 
one mind. For want of an accurately 
ftated and generally admitted fyftem of 
dodrine, many points of their faith re- 
mained doubtful ; and, as a multitude of 
puzzling qucftions were ftarted from time 

to 
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itime, which, for that rcafon could 
t>t be clearly and fatisfadlorily fettled ; 
lerefore each particular community 
loftly adhered to the opinions and pre-* 
idices of their prcfidents and teachers. 
he Mafler himfelf had left nothing be- 
irtd him^ in writing, that might fcrye 
I a rule to his future adherents. Natu« 
iUy then the proportion of memory and 
riderflanding that fell to the (hare of 
is firft fcbolars^ with the belief in the 
»nefty of their intentions^ was the only 
arrant thefe latter could produce to 
»eir's for the truth of the facets which 
icy fpoke of as eyewitncflcs, and of 
•e dodlrines which they affirmed they 
id heard from his mouth. What won* 
rr thcn^ that even during the lifetime 
' thofc by whom the firft communites 
ere plantedjmiftakes^controverfjes and 
iviiions ihould have arifen^ which the 
ithority of this or that teacher could 
^ much the lefs prevent or flifle» as he 
F 5 who 
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who ui^ht otherwife appealed likewife 
to tradition, or to writings that in reality 
could pafs for nothing more than writ- 
ten tradition; and accordingly had as 
much apparent right, as the former, to 
promulgate his dodrine for th^t, which 
beft agreed with the intention of the 
Mafter, and with the fpirit of his words« 
This being the ftate of the cafe, there 
is room to fuppofe, with great proba* 
bility, that the number of genuine 
chriftians, fo early as in my time was 
tolerably fmall, and perhaps confined 
merely to fingle families or little com- 
munities, like that which I became ac- 
quainted with on my journey to Pitane : 
but fo much the nrwre confiderable, on 
the other hand, muA have been the 
number of thofe who bore the name of 
chrirtians, and though they agreed in 
fome points of faith, yet as well in their 
mode of reprcfentation in general, as in 
particular dogmas and religious rites and 

pradVices, 
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pndicei, differed fo widely from each 
other, chat the controverfies which arofe 
upon them among their ceachersi mui\ 
have infenfibly ftifled the fpirit of love 
and concord which (hould have rendered 
all che communities together one fingU- 
body, whofe foul was Chrift. And thi« 
divifion of the chriftians of that time 
into feveral head-parcies, which moflly 
fplit again into a number of fmaller 
fe^s— a divifion that, about the time 
when the number of the members of 
the order had in an extraordinary 
manner increafed, during the tranqui- 
lity granted them by Hadrian and the 
two Antonioesi feemed to threaten the 
order itfelf with a total overthrow — 
this very diviHon it was that fird oc- 
cafioned my «ranger (a man that felt 
himfelf born for arduous cntcrprizcs) 
to fall upon the thought of founding a 
private order, whereby he intended gra- 
dually to reduce the afiatic and orient d 
communions, to an uniforniUy which vias 
r 6 ncccdiiry 
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ncceflary to their confidence and dura« 
tion ; and, from the centre whereof, he 
hoped, as the invifible fuperintendant 
of the whole, to conftruA a new, all- 
comprehending and fovereign theocracy 
on the ruins of the antient religious and 
political conftitutions ; and if not able 
himfelf to bring the grand undertaking 
to full efFed, at leaft to lay the founda» 
tion of it fo ftrong, that he n^ight fafely 
leave to time the entire completion of 
his work. — 

But I perceive that I am again out. 
running my ftory« and am difclofing a 
great deal more of the fccret of the 
flranger, than I was acquainted with 
myfelf at the xra of which I am fpeak-^ 
ing. 

Above a year had now elapfed fince I 
had received of Hcgefias the firft degree 
of initiation ; during this period we had 

feen 
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feen one another fcveral times at Various 
places, and I had given fo many proo^ 
of my zealous attachment to the good 
caufe^ and my unlimited obedience to 
thefuggeftions 6( my fuperior, whom I 
confidered as the immediate organ of 
the great Logos, that I was at length 
honoured with a fecond meeting by 
Kerinthus, (for fo-my ftranger, as I now 
learnt, was called} ; and foon after was 
folemnly admitted into one of the com- 
munions under his guidance and in* 
fpc(äion. On this occafion I received 
the fecond degree bf initiation^ at which 
the right reverend Kerinthus himfelf 
performed the office of myftagogue, and 
where all that I faw and heard> pene- 
trated my foul with fentiments I had 
never felt before. In faft^ what palTed 
on this occaiion> not fo much without 
mc (for that was very fimple), as within 
my felf — though I can now fo naturally 
explain it all— richly deferve the name 

of 



\ 



ill HISTORY OF 

of unutterable things faporrheta], in a 
fenfe altogether different from that fo- 
lution that fell to the lot of the epoptes 
in the eleufinian myfteries : and I refrain 
from faying any more of it, as a man 
muft abfolutely have been in a iituation 
^o have experienced the fame, for being 
able to form an idea of it. 



LUCIAN. 

I excufe thee for the omiflion with 
all my heart, friend Peregrine. From 
what I know of thee — and from all 
that thou haft already told me of the 
ftranger, of the fpirit of the commu* 
nitics of brethrein, of their meetings, 
of the high notion they entertained of 
the dignity, the prerogatives and the ex- 
pcdlationis of their order, and in general 
of all that happened to thee fince the 
fecond time of thy being at Smyrna, I 
am enabled, ivithoüt my own perfonal 

experience. 
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experience, and without any difpofitioh 
thereto; to form a pretty exad idea of 
the manner in which thou muft have 
been affefled at thy folemn introduc- 
tion into the fraternity of the children 
Of light. 

PEREGRINE. 

Between thy mental reprefentation, my 
dear Lu^iati, and what at that time was 
prefent feeling and fight in my foul, 
there muft always be the* fame difference 
äs between a painted fire and a real one $ 
a difference that I here make of confe- 
quence only in order that thou mayft the 
better cötnp^ehehdthe^ ardent zeal with 
Whiiih, fi-om that moment 1 entered in* 
CO aM the^^ähs of tlie f^rangen He 
feemed fo well faii&fied with the degree 
of heat, to which he faw tht three great 
f]|^ring8 of th^^^bumä^ mind» faith> love 
itnd lK)pe htttfrirttldy' rufen in ¥nCi that, by 

the 
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the fecond or third day after my rcccp- 
tion> he feemed to make no diftinftioa 
between me and his greatefl confidama* 
But he gradually again ihrouded. bim- 
felf in the myfteriousobfcurity, iq which 
he appeared at the commencegielit of 
our acquaintance; and when I thought 
myfelf entered into the rccefles of the 
fanftuary, I was informed that I was na 
farther advanced than to the fecond fore- 
courtj and that flill longer and feverer 
trials were requifite, before it was per- 
mitted him to remove the covering en- 
tirely from my eyes, and to admit mc 
to the full vifion of the light, the fplen- 
dor whereof I could not yet fupport* 
This communication could not fail of 
producing the effeft which he probably 
had intended it fhould make upon me. 
Inftead of deterring me, the expeftations 
it intitled me to form, ftretched at once 
all the energies of my frame, to under- 
take and to endure whatever I might 

have 
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have to do or to fuffer, in order to af- 
cend that high gradation, which was 
now the. aim of all my wifties. In the 
mean timej Kerinthus opened himfelf 
no farther on the preparations and trials 
that I had dill to go through. He con- 
tented himfelf with admonifhing me, as 
he had begun to do at our fird meetings 
to be indefatigable and implacable a« 
gainfl myfelf, in the purification of my 
mindj and the mortification of all fen« 
fual propenfities and every felfifli paf- 
fion ; and to confider this felf as the 
moft dangerous, tTie moft fubtle and moft 
obftinate of all the enemies I had to 
encounter as a combatant of the kingdom 
of light. . He gave me to underftand, 
that the moft intrepid fortitude, the 
moft determinate refolution to devote 
the heart entirely to the caufe of God, 
was the only way to that high perf^c^ 
tion of which he had given me a 
glimpfe in the community of Pergamos, 

as 
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as in the firft dawn of the breaking 
day. " I fee thy heart burning after it 
•* with ardour, added he ; but avidity 
•' and panting dclire, are not yet that will 
'• itfelf, which no peril can deter, no 
" infmuating teniptation enfnare^ no la« 
*' hour fatigue^ no facrifice difmay : this 
*' will is not the work of a few days 
^'or weeks; it is only to be obtain« 
'' ed by the mortification of every other 
" appetite, every other innate willj and 
*' it is not adually : formtd, until it 
" has efFeftually abforbed out fclfc*-*'' 
Hereupon he gave me feveral particular 
diredions and rules of condud^ in re^ 
lation to the means by which I fhouldi 
the fooncr the more zeaioufly I put them 
in pradHce, fucceed in making a tho- 
rough breach in the wall of partition, 
Hill Handing between me and that per- 
fcv^^iion. For, though he by no means 
made the way very eafy to me, yet he 
gave me plainly enough to perceive, 
that the fpace of time in which I fhould 

pafs 
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pafs through it, depended greatly on my- 
felf. 

' Five or fix days after my reception, 
into the communion of the Hwints, the 
pfefident was called away to fome other 
place by his affairs> and t by mine again 
to Parium. The manner in which h^ 
patted from me left alfo this time a deep 
ftlng in ray heart. '* I leave thee not, my 
" brother,*' faid he, prefiing my hand with 
warmth« " for I (hall always renuin with 
^ thee in fpirit, and be an invifiblö wit-^ 
?* nefs of the fidelity with which thovt 
y keepefi: the precious jewel which thott 
«» haft received." With thefe words, 
which had fo impreflive and magical a 
force as is not to be defcribed, he gave me 
the brotherly kifs, which is one of the 
tokens by which the chriftians know each 
other ; and was vaniflied out of my fight 
ere I was able to give vent by words to 
my fwollen heart. 

The 
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The ftranger left me in a ftatc of mind, 
chat fitted and difpofed me more to go 
and dwell among the anachoretes of the 
Thebais, than to return to Parium» and 
plunge into the tumult of affairs^ and to 
aflbciate with men whofe intercourfe be- 
came more painful to me from day to 
day. But Hegefias» who had acquired 
almoil as great an authority over my 
mind as the prophet himfelf^ and to 
whom I difcovered fomewhat of thig dif- 
polition« foon brought me to adopt a dif- 
ferent fet of notions. He reiterated the 
remonflrances he had formerly made me» 
with redoubled energy, and abfolutely 
infifted upon it that perfevei;ance in 
my prefent fphere of adlion would be 
the greateft proof of felf-denial^ ' that 
at this time could be required of me. 
'* Yet grant me/' I at length exclaim-» 
ed with a warmth which he feem^d to 
return with great coolnefs, ** yet grant 
*^ me at lead the only fcntiment that can 

" render 
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' render fupportable thefe temporal 
^ cares, fo burdchfome to the fpirit, to 
' which thou condemneft me ! Nature 
' wants but little ; and even in that little 
' to which I confine myfelf, there is fo 
'much nouriftiment for the old man, 
' that I am daily contriving how to di« 
' veftmyfelf of fomething more. Per- 
' mit me then from this inftanr, to look 
* upon the community as the proprietor 
^« and lord of my whole fortune, and 
^' myfelf as merely their fteward, who 
'* mull give an account to it of every 
^' obolus. On this condition, I will, not 
'* only with patience, but with plcafure, 
'' continue chained to this oar.'* 



LuciAN, laughing. 

At this propofal poor Hegefias muft 
have been terribly frightened ! 

P£R£~ 
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PEREGRINE. 

Indeed I had every reafoa in the 
fequel to think^ that my liberality to 
him» under the name of the brethren's- 
cheflj of which he was the princips^ 
warden» might not have been altogether 
difagrceable to him. At leaft^ he let 
me perceive nothing of it. He thanked 
me for my good will aa coldly as if the 
affair had been about fifty drachmasi 
and not of above two hundred talents; 
but he at the fame time cautioned me» 
with brotherly carneftnefsj to take good 
heed, that nothing of a fecret pride or 
any other impure motive lurked beneath 
this feemingly well-meant furrender of 
my temporal goods. ^'. Brother," faid 
he, " we ourfelves, with all that we arc 
" and have, belong to the Lord ; for 
" what have we, that we have not w- 
'* ceived ? or what can we term cur's 
*' that is not his ? We are all, in every 

" refped. 
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** rcfpcd, nothing but ftewards over a 
^ final ler or a larger portion of his ceco-* 
•' nomy ; in his own due tim^, he will 
^' require of ujb his own j and woe to 
^ us I if he find us not at any moment 
*' ready» to return him all, even to the 
'^laft farthing r 



LUCIAN. 

How did that relifli, friend Peregrine? 

PEREGRINE. 

I confcfe, it inftantly ftruck niie, that 
by this way of talking> therf was abfo«» 
lutely nothing voluntary and meritori- 
ous in my oflfering : but I fuppreffed on 
the fpot this little rebellion of my heart, 
as the fuggeftion of fome malignant d«- 
oioa ; and found in the difcpurfe of He-, 
gefias, nothing but fimple and irrqfra* 
gable truth. For I had not yet brought 

matters 
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matters to fuch a pafs« — or rather how 
was it poilible in my then ftate of mind 
— to fufped the jugler's trickj with 
\(^hich thefe fubtle faints could fo dexte- 
roufly^ as no artlefs foul could perceive 
it^ flip themfelves into the place of the 
Lord, and be able to perfuade the ficn- 
ple^ that what they gave to them» was 
merely an old debt, which they repaid 
to him ? 

LUCIAN. 

I am very much afraid, my good Pe- 
regrine, that, the whole tendency of the 
over-ftri(ft morality, carried even beyond 
the fophiftry of the Stoics, in which 
thefe cunning heads were fo well verfedj 
was only by difguifing the cheat, to 
domineer over the minds of men^.and 
to get into their hands the difpofal of 
their cafh. 

PERE- 
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PEREGRINE« 

With Him, whofc venerable name 
they bore, and with his firft honeft foU 
lowers, this certainly was riot the cafe ! 
His fole concern was, in all earncftnefs, 
to lead mankind, by thofc qualities 
which render childhood fo amiable, 
by fimplicity, innocence, undiflembled 
kindnefs, and unfoUicitous reliance on 
the Father in heaven, to the fummit of 
moral perfedion, and thereby to the pureft 
eudsemony of which the human nature 
is fufceptible beyond the grave. Thi- 
ther he conduced all who refigned 
themfelves to his guida^e in fimplicity 
of heart; and living inftances of this I 
faw myfelf at the farm-houfe between 
P^rgamos and Pitanc. But afterwards 
enTued, what, from the very nature of 
the cafe, muß enfue, and what no power 
divine or human could prevent': thd 
chriftians degenerated quickly after they 

VOL. II. G had 
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had aflumed that name ; they ran by de- 
grees into all kinds of fanaticifm, la/ 
open to every feducer who had the art 
to mimic the fpirit of their mailer, and 
to imitate the good (hepherd's voice; ' 
and thus thofe lofty fcntiments and ten- 
der feelings, (which, fo to fpeak, com- 
pofe the native morality of the fatireft 
fouls) were wove by artful men, into 
fubtle nets, wherein they were always 
fure to catch efpecially the mod gene- 
rous and artlefs minds. 

But, as I faid before, at that time I 
had not the llighteft fufpicion that I 
fliould one day find cauCe to think fo 
difadvantageoufly of thefe holy men, by 
whom how to be llyled brother, was the 
greateft pride of. my heart. I took all 
they told me in the pure and literal fcnfc j 
and, thenceforward confidering myfelf 
merely as an agent of the community, 
my bufinefs acquired a far greater im- 
portance 
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portance in my eyes than it had hefarc ; 
it feemed to me now, by the deftinarion 
I had given it, to be a fort of religious 
worfhip ; and, induftrioufly afHUed by He- 
gefias and other brethren that were un- 
der his dire<5lion, I laboured with the 
greater diligence in the augmentation of 
my future inheritance, as (to fpeak in 
the language of our order) it was entirely 
to be employed towards the building of 
the kingdom of God. 

A few years afterwards my father died 
fuddenly, though to the furprifeof no 
one, as, from his habit of body and man- 
ner of living, it had long been imagined, 
that an apoplexy, fooner or later would 
put an end to his life. No foul in Parium, 
and leaft of all myfcif, had a lingle 
thought of its being barely poffible for 
the wickedeft flanderer to be capable of 
drawing materials, from this event, for 
that infamous report, which thy anony. 
', o z mous 
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moos orator at Elca fo maficiou 
confidently made ufe of again 
The harmony that always fubfif 
twccnmy fatherand me, notwithft 
the difference of our principles a 
pofitions, and the efteem in whi 
moral cbara&er, and a uniform t 
condudt that gave not the flighte 
die to any fpccies of flander^ had 
me with my feJIow-citizens, re 
any fuch fufpicion altogether as 
tural as the faft itfelf. To my 
ledge I had not, at that time, an 
in all Parium. Only Menecrates, 
for feveral years paft had been p 
ing every imaginable art of that 1 
of cringing and fawning to old m 
hopes of being made their heirs. 
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friendfl)ip, after the publication of the 
teftament had Ihewn him that he was 
not even mentioned in it, and only his 
wife CallippQ, as my father's niece, had a 
flight legacy left her. Tof^y the truth, 
this lady too> who, fince my return to 
Färium had revived on that occaiion her 
old pretenfions on me, without efFed:, 
gave nie little caufe, after the opening of 
the teftament, to fet her down for my 
pecui^ar patronefs ; however,, (he did not 
carry her refentment fo far as to come 
to an open rupture. It was only when 
by my departure from Parium, and by 
the report that I had gone over to the 
chriftians, I was become an objeft of ge- 
neral cenfure to my fe^low-oitizens, that 
fhe firft prefumed (as I long aftcmvard» 
if arm) to nuke remark« upon me, and 
to throw out hints that ferved as a foun-* 
d^tion to the calumny, of which I (hall 
take farther notice in its proper place. 

G 3 I^UCIAN. 
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LUCIAN. 



I have no need, I think, to aflure thee, 
lYiV dear friend, that in my fight thou 
art fully acquitted. Had tht queflion, 
indeed been only about fome great piece 
of folly, thou wilt permit me to fay, 
that I had taken my party : but whoever 
accufes thee of any criminal a(5l, has loft 
his caufc with me, even though he could 
bring all Myfia to witnefs againft thee. 
But the thing fpeaks for itfelf. — Well 
then, friend Peregrine ! the only obftacle 
in the way of thy complete union with 
thechriftians is now removed; thou art 
free, and mafter of a confiderable eftate : 
— but no ; I forget that thou haft al- 
ready made it over to an invifiblc maf- 
ter, whofe vifible fteward had prev!oufly 
taken care to fpare thee the trouble of 
ftudying what thou fhouldft do with thy 
inheritance. Probably thou hadft now 
nothing more at heart than to run and 

lay 
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lay it all at the feet of the wonderful 
ft ranger? 



PERBGRINB« 

No doubt of it. No fooner was. I in 
pofleflion of the whole inheritance, 
which, after ^dedudling the feveral lega? 
cies, amounted to two hundred and 
twenty talents, than I wrote to Hegefia^ 
to thiseffecfl: I hoped that now there 
would be no farther fcruple in confent-? 
ing to my total feparation from the chiU 
dren of darknefs, and in my being per- 
mitted to devote myfelf and all that I 
polTelTed, fingly and alone to the fervice 
of our Lord, and the advancement of 
his kingdom. Indeed Hegefias, by his 
connections with the principal mer- 
chants and bankers in the trading towns 
of Afia, had already taken care, in fo 
cfTcdlual a manner, as that I muft ever be 
obliged to him for it, that a great part 
G 4 of 
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•f my fortune Ihould be already at 
his difpofal. Accordingly, withour giv* 
ing any definitive anfwer to my re- 
queft, he contented himfeJf with propo- 
fing to me a meeting in Nicomedia, 
«heir wc might talk over the affair fece 
to face ; as he was in dailj expedation 
of bearing from the prophet (as Kerin* 
thus was ufually ftyled by his followen), 
the will of our Lord in r^ard to me. 
On receiving this anfwer, I haftened my 
departure with the utmoft impatience; 
and, after having fettled my affairs at 
Parium, I took fhip for Nicomedia un- 
der pretext of going to vilit the tands 
that had £ülen to me in Bithyaia, with« 
out fufllrring the thought of the eafy and 
convenient life I might enjoy, in the 
kp of pleafure, amidfl my fellow.citi« 
zens, to detain me a moment: fo full 
was my whole foul of the glories that 
awaited me in the communion of the 
children of light, and of the high voca- 
tion. 
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lion» to which I was making a rapid pro- 
grefs. For how could the utmoft pride 
of a mortal afpire at a grander fenti'* 
ment, than to be a feliow-Iabourer in the 
glorious woik of the seons^ who unite 
their celeflial energies and influences in 
deftroying the kingdom of the god of 
this world and his daemons^ and to aflif^ 
in governing a new earth, under the 
fceptre of the incarnate Logos ?— »-Thou 
knoweft this fort of language, Lucian ? 

LUCIAN. 

At leaft it is not fo dränge to my cars 
as it is to my underftanding. 



PEl^EGl^Ii^B. 

To this likewife it wouM be very rn« 
tclligiblc, were I to tranflatc thcflg pre- 
tended myfteries of the wofrld of fpirits 
out of the settigmaticat metaphors of 
G 5 our 
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our fcA into the ordinary language of 
mankind. Call to mind the vafl pro- 
jedl of an Alexander and a Julius Caefar 
— of the whole globe to form one finglc 
empire, of all the tribes of the earth one 
fingle nation ; to give this enormous 
empire one fingle capital for its central 
pointy and in this centre to make their 
haughty felf the ruling fpirit of the 
whole. My Kerinthus had no lefs a 
plan; and, though he had no better 
fuccefs in it than the great Alexander ; 
yet I am certain that he might venture 
to flatter himfelf, that he laid the firft 
ground work to that grand revolution 
which we faw efFedlcd in the time of the 
Theodofians. That awfiil^ revolution of 
things^ which he fo folemnly announced 
to me at our firft meeting, the downfall 
of. ibe kingdom of the damons, the defcent of 
the city of God, to which the nations of the 
earth were lo refort, and the flafhing rays 
'whereof w^r^ to confumetbe adverffries of 
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—all thefe pompous images were not 
words without meaning ; afluredly he 
had his own proper fignification to 
them ; and what elfe could that be, than 
that the new theocracy of the chriftians 
would fucceed in overthrowing the old 
conftitution, religious and civil ? To ef- 
fed and to accelerate this revolution was 
the real aim of the fecret order, whereof 
I,- for feveral years, was rather a blind 
inftrument than a. feeing member. 

LUCIAN. 

Thy Kerinthus was a prudent man. 
So warm and honeft an enthufiaft as 
thou, was very fit to be employed in 
his projeft ; but only for fo longa^time 
as thy reafon could be kept in the proper 
fliade. All was lofl, whenever thou 
fliouldfl: be fuffered to fee what fay con- 
cealed under the high-founding myfti- 
cal bombaft, and how natural that the* 
c 6 urgic 
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urgic inchantmcnt was, in which the 
^ruling paflion of thy foul was bound. 

PEREGRINE. 

The fcquel will (hew that thou haft 
rightly gucffed. Hcgefias received me 
at Nicomedia with the tenderelt marks 
of brotherly love ; introduced me to the 
community there, which was not nume- 
rous, but entirely under the fafcinatii^ 
influence of Kerinthus ; evinced to me 
the fatisfadlion of the prefident at the 
fidelity which I had hitherto ftiewn in 
the incipient work of my fandtification, 
and concluded by afluring me that he 
had now nb more fcruple to undraw the 
laft curtain, and to let me look into thofe 
myftcries, which to the greater part of 
the brethren themfelves were revealed 
only in images and i^mbols. Thir pro«>> 
mife, as thou mayft well imagine, raifed 
my expedlation to the higheft pitch i and 

Hegefias> 
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Hegefias, who here officiated as myfta- 
gogue, acquitted himfelf to perfcdlion 
in giving to the fecret inftruftion, which 
I now continued to receive from him 
for feveral weeks together, all that air of 
foiemnity, fandity and magifm, where- 
by its efFedl upon a temper like mine, 
muft neceflarily be increafed to a ten- 
fold degree. The gnofis irradiated me, 
like a celeftial light ftreaming down 
upon me from the opening (ky : I felt 
myfelf borne aloft by it: felt the tre- 
mendous prefence and che vehement pe- 
netration of the divine energy in the 
inmoft recefles of my frame ; and, in 
one word, llrlought, at feveral inftants, 
that I acflually experienced that high 
dsemoniacal life to the immediate conflu- 
ence with the divine nature-^a feeling, 
in regard to which, whatever illufion 
there may be in it, all human language 
fails — wheröof in my early youth, andi 
in the grove of Urania at Halicarnaffu», 

only 
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only the feeble gleam, the gentle forc- 
tafte (as 1 now imagined) had dawned 
upon my foul. — Probably a circumftan- 
tial detail of this fublime gnofis, would 
have but little interell for thee — 



LUCIAN. 

Of that thou may ft be aflurcd ! Not 
the leaft ! 



PEREGRINE. 

I therefore Ihall only fay, that it was 
neither more nor Icfs than a^iflue of the- 
ofophico-magical dreams, which Kcrin- 
thus had the ingenuity to adapt as eafily^ 
to the elements of the chriftianity of that 
period as it was capabk of being in fome 
meafure made to fuit with every other 
fcheme of morality and religion. For 
it was one of the natural confequences 
of his theory, that the human fpirit ia 

fpitt 
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i^ite of the thick rind of cold and opake 
matter, in which it has been clad ever 
fince its detrufion from the empyreal 
abodes^ has never been fo totally .ob« 
icured, that fome fparks and rays of the 
all-circumfluent ocean of fire and light, 
eternally flowing from the abyfs of the 
deity, have not penetrated into it, as it 
were, through the chinks and crevices 
of this incruftation, and— 

LUCIAN. 

Enough, enough, dear Peregrine! — 
Nothing is more infupportable to me 
than this dithyrambic kind of philofo-- 
phy, which aiTumes the air of having 
explained the unfathomable myfteries of 
nature ; and yet, with all the fanciful 
images, -in which it difguifes its pre« 
tended- reveUtioQs» either reveals no^ 
thing but what : every man long ago 
knewj or ipe^Jks downright nonfenfe. 

However, 
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However, I was once Iikewi(c feized 
with the curioftty to make myfelf ac* 
quaintcd, amidft Co many other conccp. 
tioiis of human foHy, with this gnoftic 
delirium : and therefore thou mayft con- 
fidently fuppofe that it would be fuper- 
fluous to enlarge any farther on the the- 
urgic fyftem of thy moll reverend pro- 
phet 5 however much or little it may 
have in common with the ebionite, va- 
Icntinian and others of the fame clafs, 
by which in the fequel it was fwallowed 
up* The completenefs of thy own hif* 
tory, methinks^ will lofe nothing by it. 

PEREGRINE. 

Allow me but this one remark. In 
faft the whole of the gnoftic theofophy 
lies in this, that in it theabftraft ideas of 
common philofophy are fenfualixed, and 
to the words that denote them, are fub- 
flituted the unknown being and origi- 
nal 
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nal energy itfclf, whereof thefe meta- 
phyfical ideas are only empty adumbra- 
tions : and it was exactly this, that ren- 
dered their manner of arguing, as at« 
. tauAivc and feducing to all hot headis 
and glowing hearts, as it muft ever be 
contemptible to fuch cold heads as thine. 
As for your fort, you know that the 
goddefs into whofe arms you were pro- 
mifed to be led, was only a figure in the 
clouds; what enjoyment then could a 
known deception procure you ? Whereas 
we Ixions believed we embraced the 
goddefs herfetf in the cloud that repre* 
fented her (hape before us; and felt our« 
felves happy, not only becaufe we knew 
not that we were deceived, and there- 
fore our enjoyment (as long as the de« 
cepttonlafted) was real; but atfabecauCe 
tho likenefs of the cloud to the god^ 
defs was fomewhat real, and therefore 
the objed that put us into thefe tranf- 
ports was more than a mere illufion of 

the 
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the brain. For though it be true, that 
all immediate correfpondence with the 
invifible world is denied to mankind ia 
that earthly life, yet no man will take 
upon him to affirmj that^ in the unfiu 
thomable myfterie« of nature (as thou 
termefl it) there may not be fomewhat 
that has about the fame affinity to the 
sons or original energies of the gnoftici» 
and the eternal primitive beings from 
whence they flow, as the Juno of the 
fable to the cloud with which Jupiter 
deceived Ixion. If fo^ then the efforts 
of the warmed imagination to raife i^ 
felf to the adlual vifion of thefc unat- 
tainable objects may be always fruitlefs: 
yet thefc obje<5ls themfclves are real, yet 
the human foul has the pleafure of nuk- 
ing itfelf a fort of fhadowy images of 
them ; and thus it is conceivable how 
thai mere endeavour may produce in the 
internal fenfcs of enraptured men, fenfa- 
tions and vifioas, which with all the iU 

lull on. 
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ilion, have ever reality enough to rcn- 
er the man, at leaft in his own eilinu« 
on« undcfcribably happy. 

luciAK, fmiling. 

1 think I comprehend fomewhat of it^ 
riend Peregrine. But pray proceed« 



PEREGRINE. 

The fecret inflrudlion that Hegrfias 
lad imparted to me during my rriidcDce 
it Nicomedia« inftead of being the bft de- 
cree of my initiation (as I flattered mjtüi 
X was) proved rather a kind of trials to 
HFhich I was put in order to fee wfaetber I 
Mras worthy of being admitted to the fiaal 
(jifclofure of the real myfterf ; a poiM^ 
in which not to miftake« mud have becm 
in more refpeäs than onc^ of great ms* 
portance to thenu If, inftead of cakisBig 
n the literal fenfe all this tinftl of thcor«^ 
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gic magifni underlaid to one of the fun- 
damentals of chriftianity (from which 
thcurgic magifm the gnolis of Kerinthus 
Vf2is moflly compofed) and heating my- 
felf to an inexpreflible degree in behalf of 
it ; if inflead of this» I fay» my reafoa , 
had then been fufficiently mailer of ray 
fancy to have advanced fomc reafonabto 
doubts againft the literal meaning of 
them, and againft their agreement with 
the pure dodrine of the meflengcr of 
God, and had convinced Hegefias, who 
was fo deeply verfed in the knowledge 
of mankind» by my whole deportment 
that I was not to be impofed upon ; he 
would have made no fcruple to have ac- 
tually unlocked to me thQ recefles of 
the order to ihew me the difference be« 
tween his exoteric and efoteric doiflrinc» 
and ii%0iort to truft me with the fecret» 
that the literal fenfe was only for weak 
and enthufiallic fouls, but the moral and 
political (which reduced all to the ria-* 

tural 
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I tural order of things^ and to which that 
I fcrved only as a fticll} was referved for 
f ^e few, who being at the head of the bro- 
' thcrhood, muft therefore fee clearer than 
the red. But to an enthufial}: like me» 
to a roan to whom that was the very end 
whi/:h Kerinthus and Hegefias ufed only 
' "Vs means to their ends, and who as foon 
as the illufion was removed from his 
; eyes, would at once have loft all avidity 
to rhc work, they could never think of 
divulging a fecret of fuch importance. 
It was therefore refolved between them, 
{as the fact Ihewed) to employ me in 
the only way whereby I could be of real 
fcrvice to their caqfe, and to which I fo 
fpontaneoufly and frankly offered my- 
felf: they, by imperceptible degrees» 
and with my hearty Concurrence, got 
pofleflion of my inheritance, for the ad* 
vancement of the kingdom of God ; and» 
as foon a^ they faw that a zeal for the 
diileminatioa of the falutary do(5trine (as 

they 
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they termed their gnofis) had fired my 
whole foul, they appointed me to labour 
in the miflions, which the order kept up 
in every part of the afiatic and oriental 
provinces of the roman empire. For, 
befides that they faw me ready to ha- 
zard and to fuffer every thing for the 
caufeof God (for which I miftook theirsj 
they thought to find in my abilities, and 
even in my exterior, all that could en- 
fure them a fuccefsful profelyte-maker 
in my perfon. There was but one re- 
qiaifitein which I was defedive: I look- 
ed too plump for a miflionary* But the 
artful Hegefias prefently thought of a 
remedy for that. The holy work to 
which the Lord had chofen me, de- 
manded a thorough preparation ; and ac- 
cordingly I was enjoined to pafs feveral 
months together in fuch rigorous fallings, 
accompanied with fo much watching 
and prayer; that the little nourifhment I 
took, and the many nights I fpcnt in heat- 
ing 
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ing meditations and contemplations, foon 

gave me the looks of an indian penitent; 

and which in fadl is an effential reqiii- 

lite to the vocation which I longed after 

with the utmofl intenfenefs of defire. 

" At length Hegefias informed me that 
he had a journey to make in which I was 
to be his companion. Whither, he did 
not think proper to tell tne ; and I was 
not allowed to alk ; for an unconditional 
obedience to twtry nod of the prefident 
—who, it was taken for granted, received 
orders for whatever he did immediately 
from our Lord — was one of the firft du- 
. tics I had bound myfclf to perform pre- 
vious to my pretended introduction into 
the innermoft fandtuary of the order. 
Hegefias himfclf, feemed in this refpeft 
to have no advantage over me : he care- 
fully concealed from me that he was the 
right hand, nay, in the proper fenfe of 
the word^^the fac totum of the venerable 

Kerinthus, 
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Kerinthus« intending thereby th&t I 
ifaould confider him as much a blind 
and pafTive inflrument in the hand of 
the Lord, as I mjrfelf. After a loif 
peregrination, in which wc wandered 
over all Bithynia, Galatia, and Phrygia, 
every where vificing and ftrengthening 
the brethren, we at length arrived at 
Iconium, where Kerinthus had infti- 
tuted one of the mod confiderable fc 
minaries of his fedl. We found bim 
furrounded by his pupils, who^ as I after- 
wards learnt, were formed, partly by 
himfelf, and partly by one of his fami- 
liars, to the fame appointment^ to which 
THE Lord had called unworthy me. 
Kerinthus received me with all the ten- 
dernefs and unrefervc, which muft have 
certified me (if I had ftill any doubts) 
that I was a difciple of the moft confi- 
dential clafs, and that he no longer 
wifhed to keep any thing a fecrct from 
me : and all the while I ftaid at Iconium» 

he 
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be diflinguilhed me by a thoufand in- 
ihuices of a peculiar efteem» from the 
other brethren, who, like me, were de- 
figned for travelling apoftles. With ail 
the appearance of the hiofl unreferved 
communication, nothing could be more 
artful than his behaviour towards mc ; 
though I was not capable of making this 
refledion till long afterwards, and at that 
time took all for truth that fccmed fo. 
To give thee only one inftance of it ; he 
had the ingenuity to order the matter fo 
as that it was myfelf who made the firft 
overture about the poft to which he had 
deftined me, by fpeaking to him of it 
as of a bufinefs.to which I felt myfelf 
inwardly called. — *' I had not the lead 
"doubt," was his anfwer, " when it 
" was revealed to me, that thou wert 
" eledled to this high vocation, that the 
" affurance of it would be given thee in 
** thy inmoft foul.** From that time 
forward, he dUcourfed with me, when« 
VOL, II. If ever 
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ercr we were alone^ of no other fubjcäsj 
than fuch as related to this bufinefs i and 
imparted to me a multitude of caution« 
and rules of condu<fl that I was tp ob^ 
lerve in the profecutlon of iu He did 
not conceal from me^ that« of more than 
five hundred communities of brethren^ 
great or finall» which at that time were 
difperfed over Afia» Syria and -Mgypt^ 
icarce a feventh part of them were in 
clefe and immediate connexion with 
bim, and that it was therefore indifpen- 
fkbly necefiary to fend out numerous la« 
bourers to put a Hop to the confuiion« 
the miftruft and the divifions which the 
^irit of darknefs uas bufy in keeping 
up among the communities ; and to re- 
duce all thefe wandering Iheep^ by the 
moft intimate connexion with their 
fliepherd^ fo clofe together that they 
might always bear the voice of the great 
paft€)r> and be led aftray by no blind or 
£al&. guides. On this head be delivered 

precife 
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precife mftruftions at larg^ psüftieolariy 
concerning the prudeno», with which the 
prefidents of the feTeral congregationt 
Ihould be tried» and treated» and woa 
over i^ali which I pa& by, as they would 
lead me too far from myielf». and to fö 
deep a proficient in the knowledge of 
mankind as thou, would have but little 
novelty to recommend them« 

LUCIAN 

I muft confcfs. Peregrine, that I am 
anxious to come to the cataflrophc of this 
part of thy hiftory, 

PEREGRINE. 

We are making gradual advances to it» 
my dear Lucian. But I muit firfl in> 
fbrm thee of one circumftance before I 
aäually exi^er on. my apoftoiatet as: they 
x!alled it ;: and this was»^ that» durio^ my 
; .. H .2 ftay 
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ftay at Iconium, I became acquainted, 
among other young men chat lived toge* 
ther in the feminary of Kerinchus, with 
onr^ who would have attradled my no« 
tice, even if the prefident liad ik>( dif« 
ftinguifhed him above the reil by a par- 
ticular kind of artful obfervant efleem. 
He was called Dionyfius, by his looks 
might be fome few years elder than my- 
fclf, and had left Paphlagonia, where he 
was born in a little town^ in his earlieft 
youth, in order to have himfelf formed, 
at Athens, from a Paphlagonian into— 
a man. After having wandered about» 
in this venerable burial place of Socrates 
and Plato, for upwards of ten years, 
from one fchool of philofophy to ano- 
ther^ without finding fatisfadibn in any, 
he betook himfelf to travel, in order to 
get acquainted with nature and with 
mankind by perfonal infpeftion. He 
journied over Greece, Italy, Gaul, Spain» 
the roman Africa and ^gypt ; at Alex- 
andria 
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andria made acquaintancewith Hegefias, 
and^ through him» with Kerinthus ; and 
ingratiated himfelf fo well with thcfe 
pcffonsj (whoj when they wanted to at« 
tach any one to them, were hardly to he 
refifled), that, after having obferved 
them for a confiderable time» he formed 
the refolution of getting initiated into 
their myfleries, and of uniting his lot 
with their*s. The vivacity and apparent 
compofure in the phyfiognoniy of this 
Dionylius» attra(3:ed me as forcibly to 
him» as I know not what in mine» feemed 
reciprocally toattradand to intcreft him. 
We frequently found means of meeting 
together ; but the iincerity of my entbu* 
iiafm kept him (as I afterwards learnt 
from his own tnouth) againft his will» in a 
fort of refped; and our converfations» 
as well^as our friendfliip always üop^ 
ped (hort at the extremeil verge of con« 
fidence. Kerinthus and Hegeiias feemetf 
to have great defigns upon him ; but for 
H 3 obferva- 
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obfcnrations of this nature^ mjr eyes were 
then not clear enough. I parted jeluc* 
Cantly from this man ; who, notwith- 
Handing bis coldnefsj I found uacotn* 
ttoDlyaoaabte ; andixJidcs^frona his va*^ 
dous knowledge^ he was a very entertain» 
ing companion« However, the time 
csflQe, when, with mutual Jamentations 
that we had not come to a <:lo&r inti- 
macy, we muft part : he (laid behind with 
oiA- prefidenc, and I was fent to Cs(ppa- 
docia, with a young acolyth as t^y At- 
tendant^ to enter upon my firfttnifßon 
among the fraternities difperfed over this 
Yaft ccMintry, and were reckonefj among 
the moft zealous. 

. la this <mpioyi|)ent^ wherein«-«-as i had 
^ do with Cappadocians'^^I was pretty 
Ajtccefsfvl, ^veral years elapfed» during 
which tiiaoe 1 was lucky enough to infe(9: 
lev^eral numerous congregations with the 
kerinthiän fanatigifm, and in m^ny otheiis 
: . to 



w«^ 
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to make at l^eaft {o good a beginnings 
that it was an eafy matter for the pro» 
|>het to finiffi the work by his prefence, 
and by fome miracles which I &w him 



LVCIAN. 

Miracles! — What callefl thou niira- 
cles^' friend Peregrine ? , 

TEKEOKiK E, fmiling. 

I do not mean exaAly to fay» that he 
drew down the moon from the Iky, to 
tofs it into the left fleeve of his gown^ 
and then roll it out again at the right i 
or that he remoted mountains by his 
bare word, and forced rivers to feek^ano^ 
ther channel: and yet I mull confdfs^ 
that I faw him cure extremely fingulai^ 
nervous difeafes^which^ as^may be.eafily 
fuppofed» were laid to the charge of evil 
H 4 dasmons» 
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dzxnoDs, by the mere impofition of his 
band ; in \vhich, however« as perhaps no 
iniiirnificanc circumftoncej it muft not 
Bc forgo:, rhac chia ixnpoficionof hands 
was conneäed with a ftroking and rub- 
bing that lafled a pretty long while« 

LirciAir. 
I let that pafs. 

riREGRINt« 

Some devils were driven out merelf 
by the pleafing ftupefaöion occafioned 
by fragrant odours and the charm of a 
fine air, he caufcd to be folemnly fung 
by the brethren and lifters in deadened 
notes« A couple of fick — in imagi- 
nation probably — were fuddcnly well, 
barely by his commanding them» in an 
authoritative tone» and after various pre« 

paratory 
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paratory folemnities^ to believe that they 
were well. 



LUCIAK. - 

Not at all amifs ! ^ 

PEREGRINE« 

But the bed piece that I beheld with 
ny own eyes, was the refufcitation of a 
— hyfterical girl; who, at the time of 
lis being called in^ according to the af- 
firmation of her weeping relations, had 
ilready been dead two days — 

LUCIAN. 

And — thef fingle circumflance, that 
be was ftill alive, excepted — had doubt- 
cfs all the figns of a dead perfon upon 
ler? «5 



^■ 
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Hovrtver the zS^-w^woetzagtä^wiäi 

the honcft cappadociin raääci uns le- 

furrcaion paflcd for an cndcnt miiack; 

and I cannot deny, that on this occafioa 

I wa» as much a Cappadocian zs die 

icfl { with fo much decorum, and in (o 

tuuncrly a manner did the Tcncrable Kc- 

ftnthuH perform his part infuch fccnes. 

Ill iliorr, the efTed of the miracle^ 

\vhi( h !\c wrought as a proof of his 

nutlion« wai^fo dccifive, that not only all 

the iMcthrrn prefent, who had (üü their 

iloulM.M iilhuit him^ but even great num- 

Im^ oi ihr idolaters who were brought 

ihuhri Uy curiofity, were convinced 

iip\>u I he i'pot. I, ro whom, from the 

vijy llrll moment of our acquaintance^ 

lu itppvaral «s an extraordinary man, in 

toiurpiMulcnce with ^beings of a fupe- 

run uidci, was perhaps the lead fur- 

prifcd 
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pTiftd at . thefe tranfaÄions ;• yet they 
gav6 a frcfli vigour to my faith in him ; 
fetnd now> after he had laid his miraculous 
' hands upon me^ I fetbut the more conii« 
dently on the new adventure to the 
profecution whereof he fent me to Syria 5 
having prcvioufly furnifhed me with the 
neceflary recommendations and inllruc« 
tions. The conqueft of this province 
he had very much at heart; for the 
brethren at Antioch^ Seleucia and La« 
odicea on the fea, were partly opulent 
merchants» from whofe fortunes and 
connections in all parts of the roman 
empire, the fccret order, of which he 
was the foul, might derive great benefit, 
if he could only fucceed in bringing the 
congregation itfelf to his vicws^ and in- 
to a clofer correfpondence with his ad- 
herents in the provinces of the lefler 
Alia. As the Syrians are in general 
people of very lively tempers and warm 
imaginations, I appeared to him a choice' 
If 6 inftru- 
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tnftrument to this work ; and« in order 
that my cultivation of fo rich a foil 
might produce a more fpcedy and more 
abundant harved« he had taken care to 
announce me, through Hegefias and 
others of his fecret adherents, as a dif- 
ciple of the fchool of St. John, who 
had drawn the tradition of the true doc- 
trine immediately from the pureft foun- 
tain ; and, as well on account of this 
advantage, as the fandlity of his life and 
his zeal for the aggrandizement of the 
kingdom of our Lord, dcfcrved Xo be 
rcceired as a truly apodolic man. In 
fadl, my enthufiafm had about this time 
rifen to its grcateft height ; my fincere 
and päfßonate affedion for the ideal 
abllraA of pure humanity, under which 
I conceived the pcrfon of our firft Maf- 
ter, and my fenfibility to the truth of his 
fublime and iimple philofophy of life, 
.\iad completely amalgamated with the 
enthufiaftica) gnofis and the belief in the 

• approach* 
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approaching . theocracy of Kerinthus ; 
and my foul, compofed of ib man/ com« 
buftible materials» being lighted and 
kept in a conftant heat, boiled and bub-- ' 
bled with fo impetuous a defire to pour 
out its feelings and convidions» with 
their whole fulnefs of faith» love and 
hope» over all that were in any degree 
fufceptible of them» that Kerinthus 
could hardly have pitched upon a fitter 
fubje(5l for the execution of the bufi- 
nefs on which he fcnt me« 

I made my firfl appearance in the 
congregations that were under the in- 
fpedion of the bifbop of Laodicea» and 
was every where received as an angel 
-came down dircöly from heaven. The 
gofpel of John» of which Kerinthus had 
given me a copy interpolated by him to 
a conformity with his notions» and the 
expofition which» being ignorant myfelf 
of »ay other copy» I delivered to the 

brethren 
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brethren in their aflfemblies, on the mjrf- 
teries contained therein, had an extra- 
ordinary efFedt; my authority and influ« 
' ence among thefe good people, of whom 
the greater part as honeftly fuffered 
themfelves fo be deceived by me as I had 
been myfelf, increafed from day to day, 
and— in fliort, my miflion went on fo 
well ; that, in lefs than two years, up* 
wards of one half of the congregations 
in Syria and Palaeftine were impercep- 
tibly caught in the fine nets of Kerin« 
thus, and, together with their prefidents, 
ftood under the invilible guidance and 
fupremacy of an order th« exiftence 
whereof they had not the fma) left idea* 
It will naturally occur to thee, that in 
this bufinefs difficulties and impedi« 
ments were to be encountered froni time 
to time, the defcription of which woul<i 
unneceffarily fwell my narrative : but in 
all fuch matters I could fafely rely ort 
the fupport of tha bivißble : and, ^iP- 
. » was . 
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VIS moil; helpful to me, uras the cir- 
cttoiiftancCj that the bifliops and other 
minifters of the congregations, who 
might have thpowm obftacles in my way, 
were» by confidemble augmentations 
G^ the xevenues, from the coffre of the 
order, (probably at the expence of my x 
patrimony) prudently won over to be at 
lead fimply paffive in the affair. 

In the midft of tfee triumphs of my 
apoftolicaj. carreer, I was unexpededly 
ftoppi^ ibont by an invifible hand» that 
belong^ to tione of the invifible fupe* 
riofi» on whom I depended. Wouldfl: 
thou believe, it, Luctan, that the f^^cret 
arrow that hit me at Antioch was di£» 
cb^ged ai Päjrium ? 

LudlAN. 

• * .. . J .. • . ' i '.i ■ 

In the place of thy nativity ?—f 
comprehend. Thy • refatitmah and prc- 
liunptive heirs^ had no great pleafure in 

calmly 



ridin;:- a\:ji:tn£ rn;/wmiir ihr rxcBf«tiJ)5e 
nj.r-niirTr- rr ▼•m::r zt& ,ix^ gkT-s dicm 

iiiu ITU .inzer-^^znrf j ag .ciiiüia?, 
&. jiii: s. v'n-^i«iDL z:hc amrr s^niYs 

~:\z\i Z'jJ: riff nri. ic, LaC312? My 
rrrrrL: irrer rtr:i:t^— ^AäcSa, dioosh 
zxicr^'jz ::\^z be üsor Jdi priTasäj, 
vii Lf:2r¥xri£ cocirijaä iz^zo a chzi- 
ötit^: t.'riae — tJiC excsaci grsaz c«ri- 
cf IT, iz :";ci3 is ii v3Li perceived that I 
hii z;D :rD2c>:i5 cf rmsning; mod in- 
f;r~-i:.;r. Lid been cbzuaed chat I lived 
z^^zzz :'riC chrifrians, 2iid to all appear- 
aixt. r.id caiercd into a clofe connec- 
tizr. -a-rh thcx. For fcvcral years to- 
gtrher. xny relations had given them- 
fci vtr$ much fniitlcfs trouble to difcover 

the 



\ 
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the place of my abodcj (ince the time 
when I left Nicomedia; till at length 
old Menecrates learnt from one of his 
friends who had a correfpondent at An« 
tioch, that I dwelt fometimes at Lao-> 
dicea, and fometimes at Antioch^ or Se« 
. leuciaj in quality of a prophet and myi« 
tagogue of the chriftians, and was held 
in extraordinary reverence by that fed. 
My relations now held a confultation to« 
gether« concerning what methods they 
fliould take to fave^at leafl what was ft ill 
at Parium of the paternal inheritancej 
and the eftate I had inherited of my 
grandfatherj from the fangs of the chrif- 
tianss and^he refult of their delibera« 
tions was : to denounce mej by means of 
the faid Antiochian^ to the imperial 
viceroy, as a chriftian of the moft dan- 
gerous kindi whofe reftlefs enthufiafm 
called more loudly for the animadveriion 
of the magiftrate, as he had already fa- 
crificed the principal part of a con« 

iidcrable 
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fidtraUe patrimony to his ztH fc 
Ipreading of that odious fed. 

Thou may ft recollcft, Lucianj 
the penal law« againll all private 
Tenticles in general, and againft th 
prefely forbidden fecret meetings c 
chriftians in particular^ though 
were not indeed abrogated^ were ye 
perceptibly become dormant^ durtn 
mild reign ^ the empenor Ha< 
Aa the chriftiant about that tim 
haved themfelves pretty quietly^ th 
giftrates were every where private 
ftnifted to let them alone^ and wi 
lofing them entirely out oi ligl 
make as though they were not obfe 
while no particular circumflances c 
formal complaint might render 
fome meafure neceflary to ad aj 
this or the other according to the 
meaning of the law. The nu^xitr 
lefa irrational than inhuman, of to 
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^ lio ^tber reGgion^ was^ as thou well 
lowdl:, legally unicnown to the priefts 
the oldJawful j'eligion ; till this new 
[^ whdch wouid. be toiejated» without 
icmting any other, hiMl imperceptibly 
ft to fucfa a height, in obfcurity andby 
e tenity of the goveriunent and the 
itR% that the latter wens necelSarily 
nztd from their too great fecurity- 
)had been for a loag time the faihioü 
co(ifoiiiid iq a manner the chriAiftns 
itkihc cpicuoeans» aa both agreed ill 
irlairiag the aotient popular religioa ft 
perftiCion$ and» iioce the epicurean 
& iaad already fubiifted for feimra) 
mtprie^ without akty remarkai>lt de-f 
imonti Do the interefts of the prie8>» 
xid c ( fbr numerou» examples were not 
antmg of even priefts» who^^ without re^ 
{fiing their office or relinquiftiing thei« 
tiiiofofxhy^ were epicureans) i fo the tu^ 
uaal cenfequenoe was» thoLt^ from thU 
tTf mixture of %hc two &AS» men 
— were 
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were imperceptibly accuftomed to 
upon the chriilians as no lefs iono 
than the others. Yet the difFcrcn 
this particular was fo great that it < 
not efcape the obfervation of the 
inattentive prieft of the antient dc 
The epicureans believed as little ii 
as the chriftians in the pronora [f 
. dence] of the great Jupiter, but 
they did not difpute his divinity $ 
ridiculed all^ kinds of fuperftitiohj 
they refpecled the reigning religi< 
a political iiiftitution of the. Iaw| 
Accordingly, while they laughed a 
former, and left the latter untou< 
they remstined (conformably to the i 
of their philofophy) in ah indiffej 
towards both, which permitted no 
for extending their fed at the exj: 
of the religion of the government 
the prieftsj to fpring up among t 
Whereas with the chriftians it was 
aftly the reverfe : they were the decl 

antagc 
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fagohifts, not only of fupcrftitionj but 
the lawful worftiip of the gods ; and 
B ' enthufiafrh .with which they ftrovc 
(i:itteh() the wor(hip of their Only-one, 
Wbh tolerated no other with it, and 
ife belief in his hieflengelr, which ' was 
'make the kingdom of this Only-one 
liverial, gave juft caufe to expert that 
ey woulid never be at reft, till they 
la entirely extirpated the old popular 
rlief, and th^ divine worlhip founded 
poii it ; or, ^o fpeak in their language, 
^erturned the kingdom of the dasmohs. 

My relations at Pariuni, in taking 
ich a refolution againll me, had very 
ghtly judged, that notions of this ha- 
jrc would incenfc the priefthood of 
tntioch, and incline them to fupport 
icir denunciation to the viceroy of Sy- 
ia by a formal complaint ; and, in order 
3 give this its due weight, fuch mea- 
ures had been taken> that I was feized 

in 
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in a no(5lurnaI alTcmbly of the brethren k 
the very ad of celebrating our holieft 
myfleries. The officers contested them» 
felves with i^ending home the reft, with att 
earneft exhortation never to join agfui^ia 
fuch unlawful aflemblies : but I, tis iht 
preiident and myftagogue of thefe psebfr 
bited nodurnal meetings, was eardcd 
before the judge of the firft inftancc:; 
and, having anfwered the quefiion» whe;- 
ther I wajs a chriftian ? in the afiirmfitiy<» 
with all the refolutenefs of a martyr; in 
purfuance of the edidt of Trajan, I. was 
led away to the public jail. 

This event at firft made the greater 
noife at Antioch, as for many yeairs no- 
thing of the kind had happened in that 
large, opulent and exceflively luxurious 
capital. For two or three days nothing 
elfe was talked of; but therefore as f((Km 
as ever it ceafed to be new, it was 
thought of no longei«. The ehriftians, 

on 



on the other hand» aad parjcojacf tae 

congregations conneofid vidi Krrnrnutt 

fell into an cztraonünarr tsmcxacjoBL ; 

and though they might ioaa hanz pe?« 

ceived that the whole was aiioeä ac Tut^ 

and that the brethiexi in g*'y;r' ^ad in- 

tie or nothing to fear: re: cbej Ciisovsrsd 

fo much uneafinefs» took io warm as i&» 

tereft in my fate, and priY Jr ram, üfci 

£6 many fchemes, and indeed »ok & 

many actual meafurcs ro my eauia?^^- 

ment ; that even this their fcfürfs ac^ 

vity probably contributed noc a Irüe t's 

prolong my imprifonmenr for moct ijEaa 

a year. Kerinthus and Hegefias wts^e 

indeed much coo cunning to q'pcar is:^ 

mediately in this affair; but I owe t&ezai 

the juftice to confefs, that they fr^rred 

themfelves with great zeal in my hduüt 

through the third hand, and took ef]^ 

cial care» that, while I was confined in 

prifon^ I Ibpuld want for no accosuno- 

dation that could be had for money. In 
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general, Lucian, thy Anonymus at Elca, 
in his whole narration, never fo clofely 
adheres to the truth as where he fpeaks 
of my imprifonment; all thecircumftan- 
ces he relates are literally true ; this only 
excepted, that by the liberality of the bre- 
thren I was not fo rich as he pretends. 
For, though in fuch cafes they did not ufe 
tobe fparing to alleviate the condition of 
their martyrs (as they were wont to call 
fuch of their members as were brought 
to fufFer for confefling themfelves chrif- 
tians) and, whenever it was poflible, to 
efFed: their liberation ; yet they were by 
far too good ceconomifts to do any thing 
fuperfluous and inefFeftual. They never 
would let a brother fufFer want ; but to 
make him rich by their liberality» was 
totally repugnant to the fpirit of the or- 
der, with which the individuals only 
came into confideration fo far as the be- 
nefit of the whole required it. 



As 
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As to myfelf, the reflexion in wKat 
caufe it was I fuffered, and the heroic and 
-glorious ideas that in my imagination 
were connefted with the titles of ajcon- 
fcflbr and fufFcrer, made the imprifon- 
ment, efpecially during the firftdays and 
weeks, a matter of fo much rejoicing to 
ixie, that perhaps in my whole life 1 ne- 
ver felt myfcif freer than at that time. — 

LUCIAN. 

A plain proof that the Stoics beftow 

too much flattery on their wife man, 

when they maintain that he alone has 

the prerogative of being free even in 

chains and bonds. The enrhufiaft,'who, 

to fay nothing feverer of him, is exaftly 

the reverie of the wife man, may difputc 

that advantage with him. — But now, 

friend Peregrine, wilt thou be fo obliging, 

without offence to this noble fentiment 

of liberty, as to haften thy deliverance 

from the prifon as much as poflible ? 

VOL. II. I * PERE- 
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PtREGRINE. 

Very willingly. For though this epo- 
cha of my life was the laft^ wherein the h igh 
pitch of my imagination procured me a 
fort of happinefs, the privation of which 
in the fequel I had often enough caufe to 
lament : yet I muft confefs, that the too 
great uniformity of this fantaftical feli- 
city, after the lapfe of a few months had 
confiderably abated of its charms ; and 
made me feel at times in a very lively 
manner, all that was difagreeable in 
imprifonment and the uncertainty of my 
frtte. Alfo the want of converfe with 
men who, inftead of merely draining me, 
might be capable, like Hegefias and Kc- 
rinthus, of giving fomewhat to me, con- 
tributed not a little to increafe the irk- 
fomenefs of my fituation. Indeed the 
pious lifters and the kind hearted old 
matrons, who miniftered to my nccefli- 
ties, did not fail by bribing the jailer 

from 
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from time to time, to bring to mc little 
companies of the faithful who longed to 
hear the word from me j and, on thefe oc- 
cafions to hold very produktive lovefeafts 
in my prifon, and in general to do their 
utmoft to teftify to me their hearty, and 
therefore frequently very difficult chrif- 
tian love, both in word and deed — 
but — 



LUC IAN, laughing. 

Poor Peregrine ! — No but^ I befeech 
thee— only go on. 



PEREGRINE. 

' Well ; in the long run matters came 
to fuch a pafs with me, that in certain 
hours, — efpecially when, as it often hap- 
pened, I could not fall afleep on my 
couch, which was none of the fofteft — 
recolle(äions and images from the in« 
1 2 chanting 
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chanting villa Mamilia ftarted up in my 
mind« 



LUCIAN. 

And thou thinkcft that furprifing? 

PEREGRINE. 

« 

At Icaft it happened very much againft 
my will, of that thou mayft be aflured ! 
and I frequently contended even to 
bloody in order to free my felf from thcfc 
temptations, fo they were called in our 
language, as the fuggeftions of evil dae- 
mons : I fay even to blood, in the lite- 
ral fignification ; for at times I fcourged 
myftif* when Satan was like to be too 
powerful for me, fo unmercifully^ that 
my back the follpwing day furnifhed no 
little employment to my charitable fe- 
0ia}e attendants— 

LVCIAV, 
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lüClAN, 



And what was the confequence of thia 
ibrewd way of attacking the enemy ^ 



PEREGRINS* 



I cannot deny» that by this nnean» I 
nade bad worfe. 



lUClAZT. 

That I could have told thee before, 
my good Peregrine* To fight with this 
dsemon by failing and praying> I will al- 
low to have fome reafon in it : but rdds 
and whips are always reckoned fitter 
means for infpiriting hun than for quel« 
ling hinu 

PEREGRINE. 

The grand mi (lake was, that, accord- 
ing to the maxims of the kerinthian phi« 
13 lofophy. 
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lofophy, I from the very firft gave thefc 
very natural irritations fo much impor- 
tance, as to elevate them in my conceit 
to fupcrnatural. For the very reafon 
that I took them for attacks of evil fpi- 
ritSj and put myfelf into fuch great agi- 
tation and laid fuch plans for the battle, 
the affair neceflarily grew more ferious 
and difficult. — But it is high time to 
come to the event that put an end to all 
thefe extravagancies, and brought on 
my total feparation from the chriflians. 

LUCIAN« 

I am all ear. 

PEREGRINE« 

One evening, when the long continu- 
ance of my imprifonment and the luke- 
warmnefs with which my friends feemed 
endeavouring to obtain my deliverance 

bore 
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bore harder than ufual on my patience, 
the door of my prifon opened, and a wo- 
man in a veil, with a bafket on her head 
and a Jamp in her hand^ came in ; and» 
letting the lamp on a little table, and 
the balket on the ground, greeted mc 
v^ith the well-known falutation of the 
chriftians. Her drefs was the ufual ha- 
bit of the deaconefles, i. e. the elderly 
widows who devote themfelves to the 
fervice of the congregations— a dark- 
brown gown of the commoneft wool, 
held together with a leathern girdle : 
but in her figure there was fomewhat in 
contrail with this drefs ; and, at the very 
inftant.that (he furprized me, feemed to 
revive a faint remembrance* I was 
alarmed, and my heart was big with ex- 
pectation of what was to be the event of 
this apparition, without being able to 
utter a word. Nor did the unknown 
filler fcem in any hafte to begin the con- 
.verfation. The firft thing fhe did was 
I 4 with 
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Mith great compofure to uncover her 
bafket, from whence (he took out a fmall 
cenfor full of burning coals, threw feme 
frankinccnfe upon it, which prefcntly 
filled the damp vault with a fragrance 
that changed it at once^ at leall for 
one of the fenfes^ into an apartment of a 
fairy palace. This called up new recol- 
ledions ; my amazement increafed ; I 
expeäed with impatience what was to 
follow on this preparation.—" And thy 
'* heart ftill tells thee nothing, my bro- 
*' ther Peregrine?" faid fhe at length in 
a voice that had but too often filled me 
with tranfport, to leave me any longer 
in doubt ; and, as fhe fpoke the lafl: 
words, Ihe threw back her veil, and ex- 
tended her arms. — ^' What do I be- 
hold ? Theoclea ! exclaimed I in an ex- 
tafy, and falling on her neck ; is it pof- 
lible ? Theoclea here ! Theoclea a chrif- 
rian ! — " And wherefore not?'* replied 
ihe fniiling. *' Having acäcd fo many 

parts. 
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*' par«, why not this ? the only one pcr- 
•' haps that is yet worth the trouble of 
" learning." — A part doft thou call it? 
returned I in aftonifhment. — *^ Be not 
*^ ftartled at the word^ dear Peregrine; 
<< it is not fo ill-meant as thou mayft ima- 
•* gine. Itf-equires time, as thou knoweft, 
•* to unlearn a long cuftomary language, 
•* and 10 acquire a familiarity with one 
•* entirely new. I meant no more by it 
** than what we areundoubtedly bothagre- 
*' cd on, that we could do nothing wifer 
•* and better than to exchange what we 
*• formerly were for what we are at pre- 
« fent/' — Haft thou for certain. Theo- 
clea,. chofen the better part ! But,, o fay, 
how and where and when wert thou fo 
happy as to get free from the infamous 
Mamilia J Who was the bleffcd infftru- 
ment of thy illumination? — '• Keriiw 
thos/*^ — Is itpoffible? Kerinthus!'crieä. 
I tranfported, Kerinthus, who refcued 
»r in fa wondcifiü a manner^ Kej^mthui^ 
15 ^ has 
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has alfo fnatchcd thee from the claws of 
the daemons^ and made thee partaker of 
the infinite bledlngs of the kingdom of 
heaven! — ** I have ftill more marvel- 
'* lous things to difclofe to thee my dear 
•* Proteus : but firft let me beg thee to 
*' leave this dränge language, which I 
" hear thee fpeak with as much volu- 
" bility as if thou hadft never fpoke any 
" other, for one a little more natural.^'— 

lUCIAN« 

I ftiould hav^ made thee, exaftly the 
fame requeft. 

PEREGRINE. 

**-! am almoft inclined to think/' 
continued (he, " that thou haft never 
«* got over the threftiold of the inner 
•* fanftuary of our order; or perhaps 
«• thou fuppofcft this to be the cafe with 

•♦ mc^ 
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'• me, my brother? if fo, thou art much 
•* miftaken. I am of the difciples be- 
•• hind the curtain, dear Peregrine ; I am 
** — what thou certainly doft not fufpeft, 
^' nor would ever guefs : I am** — And 
what, then, art thou? returned I — "the 
" fitter, the own fifter of Kerinthus,'* 
faid fhc with a fmiling countenance, and 
in a tone that feemed to triumph in my 
furprife — Speakeft thou in earncft ? 
Thou ? Thou, Anagallis Theociea, the 
fifter of Kerinthus? — "In perfe<5t fo- 
*' bernefs, light-beaming Peregrinus Pro- 
" teus,** replied Ihe, gently taking me by 
the hand : " here haft thou my hand 
" upon it; the own fifter of the great 
" prophet Kerinthus !'* 

Hitherto, dear Lucian, notwithftand- 
ing the impreffion of the prefence of 
this inchantrefs, and the magical nim • 
bus of a thoufand delicious heart-and- 
foul-melting rccolleftions, in which ftic 
I 6 ftood 
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flood before me, 1 had ftill held out: 
but againft this difcovery, and againft 
the gentle preflurc of her hand in the z 
fame inftant — I did not hold out. It^ 
was as though I fuddenly ceafed to b€= 
the former man. — I threw myfelf, or^ 
rather reeled, unknowing -vvho I was oi-r 
what I did, at her feet j enribraced \\t\ — 
knees ; prefled her to me with the tianf — 
ports of a madman ; pufhed her, the nexc^ 
moment, from me; fprung up; ftruclc: 
iTly forehead with rny fift ; fell»with my 
head upon the couch ; ftarted up again ; 
Hung myfelf on Theoclea's flioulders, 
and happily burft into a flood of tears, 
which reftored me to my fpeech, and 
probably faved my reafon. ** Oh then, 
** fo this too was all illufion,** I at laft 
exclaimed, preffing my face upon her 
ilightly veiled bofom — '' But ibau re- 
•' maineft to me 1 Anagallis or Theo- 
*' clea, or under whatfoever name thou 
" prcfenteft thyfelf to me, under evcfy 

•* name. 
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f* name, under every difguife^ thouJüt-— 
** thßif! Is it not fo, Theoclea ; thou 
«• deceiveft me not ?'*^— She embraced 
mc^ inftcad of giving me an 2nfwer> 
with the tranquil tenderncfs of a fiftcr» 
befeeehing me to be more compofed,, 
and to moderate thefe tumultuous emo- 
tions. *^ I have yet an infinite deal to 
« tell thee," added lhe> '^ but thou muft ' 
•* firft be calm* Be feated^ dear Pcre- 
*'"grine — in this balket I have brought 
** thee feme refrefhments that will ap- 
** peafe thy agitated fpirits ; and I hope 
" my prefence will ad upon thee, like 
*' Homer*s nepenthe, and make thee for- 
'* get all unpleafant occurrencies* I 
** have taken care that no one will dif- 
*' turb us. The night is our*s ; even 
•* the devout beggars and the troop of 
•' old women that Jie and keep watch at 
** thy door, are fent away by an order of 
^* the police* Theoclea, as thou know- 
^ eft, is attejuive to cvciy thing,** 

While 
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While (he faid thisj (he was unpacking 
the bafket ; and^ that (he might do it the 
more readily, Ihe put off her widow's 
veil, the brown upper garment^ and the 
leathern girdle, and Hood before me> in 
^ thin- wove tunica, full of folds and 
white as fnow, which was held together 
by a girdle of artificial rofes^ and with 
her hair half tied up and half flowing, 
more nymph, like and charming» me- 
thought^ than ever. 

lUCIAN. 

Poor— or rather not poor, rich in fweet 
illufions, wealthy Peregrine ! And thou 
wouldft that thy Theoclea (hould not 
deceive thee ! 

PEREGRINE. 

Ah ! what deceived me was always in 
myfelf! — I fcarcely dare-^for ia fa<fl 

either 
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«ither thou aft fo complaifanc as to fpare 
mc a confeffion for which I acflually know 
not how to find words — or what I muft 
confefs to thee, the cfFe<5l which The- 
oclca (thou knoweft what charms, what 
recolledions that name contains) The- 
oclea, in that drefs, in fo dangerous a 
moment; by the magical light of a 
fingle famp ; after fo long a feparation ; 
after fo temperate a life as I had led for 
fcven years; in that tumult of alh my 
fenfes, both, inward and outward, had 
upon me ; the confeflion of that efFeft— - 
No, Lucian, alk it not of me! — it hu* 
imiliates me too much before thee ! Thou 
wouldft not be able to comprehend how 
this woman — who was what I knew— 
who, though always full of charms, yet 
certainly in a more ferene (late of mind, 
and by * broad day-light^ would have 
made but little impreflion on my fenfes, 
in that moment could change the man, 
whom I have been defcribing to thee, 

from 



T^^zT 2r mrnuiuf- of thr hixrhcfr claTs, 
Trr:r i :u:.-.a:ip^- — into a furious — 1 
rarrnn: pronrtun:: riu word— into a— 

1.-: iTK Tv i: iii: ihsr— -could changt 

:::n in:c i ijj"^':. — Frisnc Pcrcprine, all 

z:\ii I cnirip-ericiui i.: veil, ihai not one 

!'• :.l. r:i: "'iiriouc nccurrcncics of ihr 

.lit nrvt i r:>mprshcnicd berrcr; fo 

vt\., :na: in.: coniclüan, ir my opinioit, 

i'Lr r»; l!. zr-.z^L nan to'rd inf -pith the 

-nnJior. of tr^rr. ; and, thai, if The- 

vzstL. -.n ih^: ILmr initant, amidft fuch 

c-rc'U!i.riiLr:C£5, :mmcdi£tc}T after fo vio- 

itr^i 2 rtrv'jluijon ii: thy vholc framCj 

hac B.%' produced this cffcä on a man 

::a^ I'-tcr, I fhojld cither have believed 

thai :hosi hacfi fupprcffcd ibmepartku- 

iars of ihy ftory, or have been obliged 

to miilruft the whole of thy relation. — 

Bt fat/'fied then, that, with all thy vi- 

fions. 



PEREGRIKÜS PROTEUS. I87 

ions, and in fpite of the lofty gnolis of 
Cerinthus, thou wert but a man, that is, 
i creature, which, placed in x:ertain cir- 
:umftances and under certain condi- 
rions, may be a half- angel, and m others 
I perfedl fatyr — -and tell me, how did 
rheoclea behaVe in this ftorm ? 



PEREGRINE. 

I muft do her the juftice to fay, that 
[he tried the podible and the impoflible 
to avoid the raging nympholeptes ; but 
her forces were not equal to it. Befidesj 
the door was bolted on the outiide ; and^ 
then, to fcream flill louder than (he did, 
would have made us both a laughing« 
(lock to all Antioch, and would have 
given rife to a calumny on the innocent 
chriftians, of which their enemies doubt- 
lefs woiild have made a very cruel ufe. 
She was by far too fenfible and too 
generous for this. — But, let me turn my 

thoughts 
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thoughts from this difgufting fccnc ; as 
thou, who underftandell every thing fo 
well^ cannot fail to comprehend^ that 
Thcoclca — 



tUCIAN* 

Oh certainly I underftand and even 
approve — from all the foregoing cir- 
cumftanccs, it is natural to imply — that 
file forgave thee; thee, who as I can 
eafily conceive, lay before her in the 
dud; and, almoll annihilated with (hame 
and remorfe, implored her pardon, as 
lincerely forgave thee, as (he would have 
done, if, by an involuntary motion, 
thou haft wounded her with a knife.— 
Not to mention that a lady of Theoclea's 
rank, age and charader, mufl in fadt 
have felt herfelf far lefs offended than 
flattered by fo extraordinary a proof of 
the force of her attraclions. 

That, 
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PEREGRINE. 

That, Lucian, was by no means the 
cafe with Theoclea.. What happened 
difconcerted her w' ole plan, and there- 
fore could not poflibljr be otherwife than 
extremely difagreeable to her. And in« 
deed when I confider that this florm, as 
thou haft the kindnefs to call it, was 
perhaps the only thing that could deli- 
ver me from the wiles of this artful 
creature, and put me in that fedate and 
tranquil frame of mind, without which, 
in all probability, it would have been 
impoffible for me to have defeated her 
defigns upon me^ I am almoft tempted 
to believe that furious guft of paffioni 
which was fo abfolutely not in my na* 
tural chara(5ler, to have been rather the 
work of my good genius, or at leaft to 
be reckoned in the number of inexpli- 
cable accidents, by which, adling as we 
do, merely as blind inftruments of a me- 
chanical 
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chanical caufe operating upon us, we arc 
freed from fomc great evil, or arc made 
partakers of fome great good ; acci[dents» 
i^'hereof every man^ perhaps without «• 
ception^ has ilriking exampfes to pr(h 
duce from his own experience« The 
fequel of my narrative vilU I think, con- 
vince thee, that I have reafon for mak* 
ing this remark» 



iifcriAK* 

One thing of which I am ftrongly 
convinced i» : that good mother Nature, 
who does not eafily dcfert her children 
ftt a pinch, has, in a very motherly man- 
ner, taken care, that, by none of our 
tranfgrefltons or follies we fhould entire- 
ly lofe all confidence in ourfeives, (an 
impulfe fo indifpenfably neceflary to our 
being) ; and to this end, Ihe has provid- 
ed, that for every accufation in our own 
breaft we Ihould find an excufe„ which 

imper- 
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mperceptibly affumes the form of a 
uftification, and at leaft pacifies our«^ 
'elves, though it ftiould not always be 
ible to (land the fcriJtiny of a perfeftly 
impartial judge. — But proceed Perc- 
jrine. 

PEREGRINE. 

Having at length, though not without 
Biuch pains, pacified my female friend, 
who in fadl had been grofsly affronted, 
and fome goblets of a wine that recalled 
to our remembrance the bacchanalias of 
the villa Mamilia, having reftored the 
good uiiderftanding that before fubfifled 
between us, I begged her to explain to 
me, by what miracle it was -that the 
daughter of Apollonius, the danrer 
Anagallis, whofe fame was fpoken of 
throughout the world, the confidant of 
die moft voluptuous of all the roman 
ladies, in a word, the beautiful Theo* 

clca, 
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clea, was mctamorphofcd, from a very 
worldly prieftefs of the celeftial Venus, 
into a fifter of the fublime Kerinthua, 
and particularly ^nto a chriftian?— I 
came hither, returned (he, in the rcfo- 
lution to fet thee right upon all theft 
matters ; and though I have but little 
reafon to place much confidence in thy 
wifdom, I will, however, once more 
venture, at the hazard of being the dupe 
of my own heart, to truft to thee and 
to thy friendfhip for me, of which I 
have never doubted, the fccret of my 
foul. I muft be much deceived indeed, 
added Ihe, or fortune has brought us to- 
gether again, after fo long a feparation, 
in order that we ihould unite our la- 
bours for the produdion of fome grand 
fcheme ; and, how oft foever we may 
yet be farther divided by circumftances, 
to remain for ever in the clofeft^ con- 
junöion of mind and heart. After this 
preface, Ihe made her requcft, as the 

folc 
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>le and' abfolute condition» without 
^hich all intercourfe between us muft 
mmediately and irreparably Bediflblved, 
hat I muft folemnly vow to confider her 
rom that moment as my fifler; and, 
vith the facred name of brother, to adopt 
owards her the fentiments and the beha- 
viour of a brother. It was natural that. 
It any rate, I muft hefitate at fuch a 
propofal : but, as fhc infiftcd upon it 
iviththe greateft earneftnefs, nothing was 
left for me but to comply, and to leave 
it eventually to the difcreetnefs of my 
behaviour and her own generofity, whe- 
ther, and under what circumftances (he 
would think fit in due time to relax 
fomewhat of the fcyerc penance to which 
I fubmitted. 

This preliminary being fettled, (he be- 
gan to communicate to me what was 
molt material in the fecret hiftory of her 

brother 
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brother and hrfrfelf. Kerinthus was by 
a few years the elder of the • two ; they 
were born of jewifli parents, who were 
fnatched from thenn in their infancy. 
Compelled by poverty and indigence, 
her brother connedled himfelf and his 
little fifter, for a certain time, with a 
troop of itinerant dancers and pofturc- 
mafters. Some few years afterwards» the 
young Dorcas, as fhe was then called» 
fell into the hands of a certain Hermias, 
a philofopher of the ariftippic fe<5l, who 
lived privately at Athens ; andj from 
views, not entirely difintereftcd, took 
great pains to cultivate the difpofitions 
he found in her, partly by his own Icf- 
fons, and partly by the beft mafter& he 
could procure. She fpoke of this her 
fecond father with the warmth and 
tendernefs of a daughter, who held 
herfelf obliged to him for whatever flic 
was. But of him too fhe was> within 

the 
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the fpace of a few years» deprived by 
death ; and» as the little fortune he lef: 
to her was prefeotly coafumed, flie 
Ibund herfelf redoccd to the necefiity of 
feeking a livelihood from the talents (he 
had acquired at Athens. And» by mak* 
iiig her appearance at Smyrna» Ephefus» 
Antioch» and in other chief towns of the 
caftern provinces of the empire» as a 
mime-dancer under the name of Ana- 
gallis» fhe adually realized the dffign» in 
which the philofopher Hcrmias (who 
thought he could no better way promote 
her intereft) had educated her with fo 
much expence.— In the mean time» for- 
tune had been playing her pranks in va* 
rious ways with her brother* On his 
firft coming with her to Athens, Her» 
miasj from afFe&ion to her» had fur- 
nifhed him with a maintenance for a cou* 
pie of years and procured him an oppor* 
tunity» in the fchools of the rhetors and 
. philofophers^ for gaining the firft culture 
VOL. lU K of 
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of a mind, that even then gave indica*' 
tions of lomething above the common 
level. This period being elapfed^ Her- 
mias found occafion to recommend the 
young man to one of his friends at Co- 
rinth, who employed him in mercan- 
tile affairs, and in company of whom he 
made feveral journies ; in one of which 
however, from the reftleflhefs of his ge- 
nius ever foaring aloft without any de- 
terminate aim, he fepa rated from him, 
and at laft rambled to Alexandria, where 
for fome time he lived in company with 
the jews, caufed himfelf to be inftru(5led 
in the religion of his fathers, and fet 
about feveral ill-contrived projefts for 
the relief of his unhappy nation, the 
fruftrating whereof drove him again 
from Alexandria, and impelled him for- 
ward from one adventure to another. 
In i^gypt he had made himfelf acquaint- 
ed with the hermetic philofophy, and 
now wandered oVer Chaldea and Media 

as 
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äs far äs the facred city of Balk on the 
Ihore of the Oxus, for the purpofe of get-" 
ting himfclf initiated into the myfteries of 
the Chaldeans and the Zoroaftrian fchool. 

During the whole of the time that 
Kerinthus was running about the Eaft, 
as driven by his reftlefs and ever-teeming 
mind, the fame of his filler was gradually 
extending itfelf over all the provinces of 
the roman territory as the firft dancer of 
hertimc, and captivated all eyes and hearts, 
both at the public theatres, and in the 
private houfes to which (he was invited. 
Sinc6 Ihe had firft devoted herfelf to this 
mode of life, a fpace of more than ten 
years had-elapfed, in which file had im- 
perceptibly loft all thoughts of her bro- 
ther; when, all at once, ftie received an 
invitation from him to join wiih him in 
an undertaking which promifed great 
advantage to them both. He had raifed 
himfelf to be chief of a brotherhood that 
K z ftrolled 
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ftrollcd about from place to plac^ in the 
northern provinces of the lefler Aiia^ for 
the purpofe of initjating the lover« of 
fanatical religious exercifes into th« 
ni) llcrics of Ifis ; and he now wanted to 
conned this inftitution with an oracle 
and other chaldaean and magiiui opera^ 
cions which held out grea^ hopes of 
booty from the ignorant and fuperfU*- 
tious tribes of Paphlagonia^ Galatia and 
FöDCus. To this end Kerinthus found- 
it ncccflary to engage a pricftefsj on 
whofe genius and du<flility he might re4y 
on all occalions ; and public report had 
gi\tn him fuch an advantageous idea of 
his iiiler on this head^ that he held him« 
fcii fure of the happieft confequenceg 
fii>m his undertaking, if (he would but 
coixient to take part in the execution of 
it. As the beautiful Anagallis was by 
this time heartily lick of the theatre, fhe 
entered the more willingly into her bro- 
ther's propofalj as fhe promifed herfelf 

from 
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trorn this äew way of life a thoufand op- 
portunities to employ her inventive head 
in «ft igtciUblc ihtt»tt6t; kiid itioiVoft^ 
^itifk, fitftre mt lud i^Siftd t9 bt if«^ 
in thfc eyes of the public in the ptihcipal 
towTks where Ihe exhibited her talents, 
tbe fources for defraying her large ex- 
pences were becoming lefs productive 
from day to day. She therefore repaired 
•to her brother, ivho waited for her at 
Sthymä ; learnt of him the part ftic wa« 
to a£b in his myftic order of Ifis ; tra- 
veiled vi^ith him and his company over a 
great part of the Icfier Afla, and fully 
jiiftified by her talents in this hew branch 
of theatricals, the high idea Kerinthus 
had formed of her. But this rambling 
way of life, with all its blandifhments, 
VfdLS likewife expofed to' great difficulties 
«nd dangers ; all their adventures did not 
fucceed to their wilh, and Anagallis, or 
rather Parifiitis (as fhe chofe to be cal- 
led at prefcnt) had been for fome time 
K 3 advifing 
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advifing her brother to contrive fomc 
method of employing their capacities in 
a way more honourable^ and worthy of 
his afpiring mind. Juft at this critical 
moment a lucky chance brought her ac« 
quainted with the beautiful and wealtihy 
joman lady Mamilia Quintilla ; ; and. 
thefe two conceived fuch a violent afr 
fe<5lion for each other, that they deter* 
mined from henceforth never to part* 
Kerinthus happening to be abfent when 
this intimacy took plac? ; (he informed ' 
hjm of it by writing, and he was the more 
willing to leave his fifter in fuch good 
hands, as he himfelf was in the intention 
of entering into frgfli^ connedions, and 
was already brooding over the grand 
projedt, in the execution whereof wc 
have fcen him employed. However he 
obtained from her a promife, that, as far 
as it could be pradicable, (ht would 
Jkeep up an uninterrupted epiftolary cor- 
refpondcnce with him, and be at all times 

ready 
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ready with her affiftancc> whenever hfc 
fliould require it^ to the promotion of 
hill defign^ which, for the prcfcnt, b« 
kept 9 fecret from her. . * 

LUCIAN. "' ' " 

t 

So ; now we begin to fee clearly into 
what muft have almoftobHged thee, at thy 
firft interview with Kerinthu3i; to regard 
him as a fupernatural being, or at ieaft as 
a wonderworker of the firft clafs. 



FEREGRIKE. 

:^ : • - : }i 
This fatal ray of light darted on me 
at the inftant I heard from Theoclea^s 
mouth that (he was the fifter of Kerini- 
thus ; and thence that violent revolution^ 
that fhook my whole frame at once,: I 
wanted nothing more than the idea of 
two fuch perfons as Kerinthus and Ana^ 
gallis in fuch a relation, for unriddling 
K. 4 the 
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the whole of the myftery^ and for con* 
vrncing me that I uat betfäyed and 
cheated. Neverthelefi> 1 Wlfhed t« h«Ar 
from her own mouth höW ilit äffiür ^ki 
managed; and ihe was not fparin'g» of 
her own accord^ to give me all the light 
I could defire. 

I have no need^ methinks (continued 
ftiCj with that half-ironical fmile which 
was fo peculiarly charming in her Coim« 
tenance) to dwell circumftantially öif 
what concerned me while I was in 
connexion with Quintilla, as thou thy- 
felf playedfl a chief part in it^ and as I 
gave thee, while we yet lived together at 
the villa Mamilia^ the key to the whole 
machinery, by which we protured the« 
fuch charming, fuch enviable illufiotlA. 
I haften therefore to a circumftartce 
which happened fhortly after thy depar* 
tu re from us, and will give thee a new 
key lo the wonderful adventure that befel 

thee 
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rtcc at Smyrna. — And no\r (he pro- 
ceeded to relate, that her brother had, 
fincc their fecond feparation, given hcf 
fo much information concerning himfelf^ 
la to enable htr to perceive that he had 
at length found a fphere of acftion in 
*hich he could employ his talents to a 
Tcry great and honourable end, and pro- 
cure himfclf a kind of ihvifible, bat 
fc much the more important influence, 
%hofe limits extended beyond the reach of 
fight. He mentioned to her from 'time to 
time, that his affairs, in fpite of the manjr 
Äfficulties he had to contend with, were 
attended with the moft defirable fuccefs ; 
l^ut never told her what thefe affairs pro»- 
P^rly were, and expreffed himfelf on the 
♦hole of them, in fo myfterious a lart- 
S^age, that her curiofity was but the more 
ftrottgly excited, as he feemed always to 
1^* retkoniftg on her future co-operation 
♦ith him. -A few days 'aft^r my flight, 
^^ a|>pettred himfelf at Halic^affus, 
K 5 and 



204 HISTORY OF 

and invited his iifter to a private inter 
view, where he enlarged to her on the na 
ture of his new connexions, unfoldec 
his plan, and laid before her the mean 
whereby he defigned to make himfelf, a 
it were, king of an invifible kingdonr 
His journies through the greater part c 
the empire had afforded him various op 
portunities of gaining a thorough know 
ledge of the chriftians, and of forminf 
very different notions from what wcr( 
ufually entertained, of their inftitutioa 
or rather, of what it might become ir 
the hands of a capable and enterprifinjg 
man. He had found out, what perhap 
not one of their own body had eve 
thought of, — that it was exadlly fitte« 
to bring about the greateft revolutioi 
the world had ever feen ; and that to thi 
end, by the help of time, which is necei 
fary for bringing ail things to maturit] 
nothing mpre was requifite, than, b 
means of a jf^cret order, tq unite, if n< 

ai 
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all> at lead the majority of the conimu* 
nities into one welj-organized whole, 
fubnfiiflive to the inyifible guidance of 
one individual, who by his. genius, his 
talents, his intrepidity and an indefati^ 
gable adli vi ty and perfeverance fhould be 
inured to fo multifarious an office,: — 
Thou knoweft my brother, continued 
(he, and therefore I have no need to tell 
thee who this individual was whom he 
deftined ta the execution of his plani 
and whether, from the n)on>ent thi^ 
grand idea darted into his i;iventiv.i^ 
mind, he was occupied with any thing 
befides the means by which it might be 
brought intp acfliom He was a chrif» 
tian ; and^ by, the quicknefs with whicq 
he comprehended the fpirit of their in* 
fiitution^ by the eloquence and fire of 
his difcourfes in theb? meetings, by thö 
new force he had the act of giving tq 
their favourite idjca^, and by the fervei]^^ 
but \rdl7inanaged z^ iie 9certe^|^ia be-^ 
k6 half 
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half of ftparate congregattons, as weih a 
lor the cauie in general, he in a fhor 
ttine To diftinguiflicd himfelf^ that h> 
gained the confidence of many particu 
lar prefeds, and by that means was con 
tinually acquiring fjrttti opportunities o 
gaining a thorough knowledge of the in. 
Irard frame of their conftitution and cir 
ctnhilancc^^ aiid (what was of the mof 
fconfequence to him) of obtaining a cofn 
plcie knowledge of the particular per- 
fbni who might be ufeful either to hi: 
private views a^ inftruments or as trm 
fcllow-labourers with him; ori if hi 
found them fit for neither of thcfe put 
t)t)fes, then by other means, if they couk 
not b^ gained orer to him» yet at leaf] 
might be prevented from countetafting 
him Vith iuccefs. Aifhidft thefe anxiotij 
ftrugglei he conftituied his fccret order, 
by the aid of which hfc hirght now, aiä 
the hiembferi irtfe dirpfeHcd among ä 
grtat nirtt*« o? the ^fiatic^congrega^ 

tions. 



tibhii cAlplof himIHf about iht üriiött 
tthich ^as tö givt cbnfiftence and cfFccä 
to the infthütibh of the chriftiÄns ; with- 
out tt^hith, ih his öpirtiott, its cVcr larger 
and mote rä^id diSeminatiön, and at laft 
its ttiiithph over the rfrrgniftg cortftittfA 
tiort, religious and politiokl, would be 
abfolüteljr impofflble. The ground -vl^ork 
of all this wasilready laid ; but he was ftil! 
bufy ill feckihgout tnembers for his of» 
der in whom he Inight place an entiri 
corifidcnce, and were fürniflred with 
thofe e*ti*cfheiy tare qualities whieh he 
♦dirtied to find ih thi immediate oi-gails 
bf his plan. Ahd a^ he did me the hofiout 
(added flie) to entertain a very favouri^ 
able opinion of mine; he left nothing 
otiefläyed to induce me to give up all 
other corintfiftitms, and projeds, and to 
devote the mental endowments which 
his fraternal partiality alcribed to me, 
io the advahcemerit of a Work which he 
fcöÄvixieiiigly proved id hre was the 

greateft. 
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grcateft, the moft brilliant and benefi- 
cial that any, even of thofe who felt 
thcmfelves far fupcrior to the common 
run of men, had ever been able to un- 
dertake. He anfwercd all my queflions» 
folved all my doubts, difclofed to me all 
his means and refources, and fo fully 
convinced me of the adlual pradticabi« 
lity of his plan as left me no farther 
room for any farther objedtion. But my 
time was not yet come. I was flill too 
ftrongly attached to Matnilia, or, to (peak 
honeftly, to all that was pleafant and 
advantageous in my connexion with 
her; and Kerinthus himfelf feemed to 
find the latter fufficiently valid, at length 
to relinquifb his claim upon me, though 
reludantly, in favour of the confidera« 
tion that I might perhaps be more fcr« 
viceable to him in my former relaHons. 
While we were debating this matter 
with confiderable warmth, all at once 
the image of my dear fugitive appeared 

before 
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before me. Be fktisfied, my brother; 
exclaimed I in a kind of tranfport, I 
have found a man who will richly com« 
penfate thy fruftrated exped:ations !-r-a. 
young man, fo completely fuited to thy 
purpofe, that it (hould feem as if qature 
and fortune had exprefsly and peculiarly 
provided him for thee.- And now, my 
dear Peregrine, I related to him all I 
knew of thy hiftory as I had it from thy 
own mouth, and what had happened to 
mc with thee ; and! thou mayeft eafily 
imagine whether or not I excited his 
avidity to gain over to his party as foon 
lis poffible fo extraordinary, fo amiable 
and fo decided an enthufiaft. We con« 
(ulted together on the moft probable 
road thou hadft taken on thy retreat 
from HalicarDalTus; and as I had no 
doubt that thou hadft returned by the 
way of Smyrna, Kerinthus refolved di- 
redlly to proceed . thither, and in the 
mean; time to procure intelligence fron» 
: ;. - his 
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fais friends in alt parts \(^hcre tho« 
wouldft probably pafs on thy. journey. 
After fome time I learnt the happy fuc- 
cefs of the plan which my brother had 
projecfled in confequence of this agree-* 
xnent^ and received great thank» from 
him for enabling him to make aconqueft 
from which he promifed himfelf the 
moft fignal advantage to his undertak- 
ing. 

Theoclea now proceeded to acquaint 
me, as far as ßie thought necellary^ of 
what had befallen herfelf till this meet- 
ing of our's, fo totally unexpedted on 
my part, in order to convince me that 
It had alfo quite naturally happened on 
her^s. The beautiful Mamilia grew 
weary of her abode in thefe parts of the 
lefler AfTia, and Theoclea accompanied 
her firft to the famous baths of Daphne, 
not far from Antioch ; then to Alexan-i 
dria^ and then back to Iit^ly^ where the 

luxurious 



liixorioas roinan dame poiTeiTcd a tharm« 
ing villa in the diftri^l of Etaiasj which 
fie now rtfolved oh making hct princiw 
pd dwelling; and, delighted v^ith the 
eumple of the new acquaintances with 
♦hom (he hetc fconverfcdi gave herfelf 
»p to every fpecies of extravagance with 
ft little moderation, that her friend, 
compöfed of finer clay, could no longer 
continue with her. They parted: and 
Theoclea^ Who^ from the paft fhe wouid 
Ittve to play in her brother's pfojed, pro- 
nrifed hetfelf a new mode of adlion more 
foitable to the faculties of her mind and 
her prefent time of life, now no longer 
Wglcdled to form ä cönnedlion with him, 
«id after employing a (hort time in ac- 
quiring the knowledge necfeflary for that 
P^rpol^, and receiving the initiation 
^ftto the moft occult myfteries of his 
^der, to aflift him in the promotion of 
^h fecret theocracy with no lefs zeal 
^l^an efficacy« This conjundtion with 

Kerin- 
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No ! m;^ dfir Peregrine! thou (hak 
fal( a facrifiee to an eAtbiifiaftic tea 
K^rifithM utrahfs liFiarcy^ fbir biis fö(9 
hifii loO^ öät fbjr thtUt äf^öftg Ihi 
t^tKM thy htkft h left eohc4rrü6d. 
fid^ thoQ kho^ft ihjr Way of ihiiili 
It h pleafarlt at tithes to refigri cmefe 
arhahnlers and trknfient ehthufiafn 
thfc itnagiiiation o^ the hearty juft a 
timei si^ ^ight ihtoxicatioh is innd:^ 
ahd agh^cable : bot to be an enthii 
fbt Iife> arid fo to bteotite tht bliiii 
ftrurrient to the fthemes ahd dcfigh 
othehlj is a ftiode of ^xiftence not 
ungrateful than defpitablei We ar< 
way^ gainers by the triith^ even whe 
deprives us of the inoft delightful 
trcptions. I'he poot cffeft Mrith ^\ 
I preached iö thee this philofophy vt\ 
feven years ago it the villa Mam 
might w.ell have deterred me from 
frefli attempt : but at this time, P 
grine, thou haft fo little to lofe by 

oper 
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£0 little in my brother's ey.es. We fre- 
quently. difputed on this fubjcd, with- 
foxxt my being able to gain any advantage 
oyer his preconceived opinion by what- 
ever I could urge in thy behalf, whiqh (I 
cannot conceal from myfelf j was found- 
ed * on pbCprvations and maxims that 
muft neceflarily have reltrained a cooler 
head than mine/ and one lefs captivated 
«with thy merits. In a w;ord, Kerinthus 
fecmed to have taken it into his head, 
that thou mighteft be of infinitely more 
ufe to his projedl, as an apollle, and if 
neceifary as a martyr, than thou could ft 
be if he were to let thee fee into his 
myftcry without a veil. But I hope he 
will /orgive his fifter if ihf entertain a 
better opinion of thee, and expeds to 
rifle nothing in faying an old friend by 
becoming in forae degree treacherous to 
her brother., ;In fadl I faw no other 
means of refcuing thee from pre feat, 
^nd to fccure thee from future dangers. 
. " No! 



3/4^ ltlST<>RY OP 

No ! my dpar Peregrine ! thou (hak not 
fall a facrifice to an ehtbiifiaftie zeal ; if 
KerihthDS \(rahfs rnartyri^ fot bis Üsß:, lit 
hifh look out for tbefn äifidh^^ fhöft M 
whön» tiiy heart h left tohckthtiä. Be- 
fides thoti knoweft nr^y Way of thiiikiii^« 
It is pleafant at times to refigi» tfnefelf to 
ä harmlefs and tranfient ehthufiafm of 
ikt itnagi nation or the hearty juft as at 
times a flight intoxication is innoxiouü 
and agreeable : but to be an enthufiaii 
fot life> and fo to become tht blind ih^ 
flrument to the fchemes ahd defighs of 
others^ is a mode of exiftence hot left 
ungrateful than defpicablei Wfi arfc al* 
ways gainers by the truths evtti Hlfhtii Ü 
deprives us of the ftioft delightful de^ 
Ccptions. the pott effeft with i^fiidl 
I preached to thee this philofophy «boul 
feven years ago at the villa Maihilia^ 
might well have deterred me froiil ähf 
frefli attempt : but at this time, Pcfe*» 
grine^ thou haft fo little to lofe by mf 

opening 
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openii)g thy eyes, and the benefit of clear- 
ly feeing into thirt)ufinefs is« fo apparent 
that I pay up gteat canvpli4i>ent either t<^ 
thy underftanding or my own, in flatter- ' 
ing myfelf chat, ere we part, I Ihall have 
made thee a cpniplcte coavcrt to my 
judgcmentf 

She now proceeded circmnftantially to 
lay before me> not only the nature ancji 
condition in which her brother found the 
{iffairs of the chriftians, but alfo enlarg« 
cd upon the plan by which he intended 
gra^duaUy to eftabli(h and to raife them 3 
and thus to eifedi: the greatefl and no- 
blefl: pi^rpofe that ever was conceived 
for the benefit of manjkind. She ejcerted 
all her eloquence to perfuade me of th^ 
reality and the pra<5licabUity of this de- 
iigfi, and of the innocence and infalli^ 
bility of the mean3 he had com^ine^ 
(of the adual attaipmer^t of it. Thf 
fublÜQe revelations of the inyifiblc 
}¥9ddl» fof example^ which thou (faid 

fhe 
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Ihe fmiling) hadft taken, with indeed a 
too childifti fiinplicity, in the literal 
fenfe^ appear to me neither more nor lefs 
than harmlefs poetry; in order to re- 
prefent under metaphorical coverings, 
great and important truths, which in 
their pureft form would he unintelligi« 
ble to the generality of men, and thus 
to render them capable of afting on their 
minds; or for fenfualizing nobler ob- 
jeds, which without this innocent me- 
thod would leave the felfifti indolence of 
fenfual men, cold and inanimate ; where- 
as fo foon as they arc (hewn to them as 
gratifications of their darling appetitesi 
they warm their foul and fet all their 
powers in motion. Is not nature her- 
felf the grand and chief enchantrefs? 
Does (he not deceive us all by the ima» 
gination and the paffions ? and yet not- 
withftanding thefe deceptions, are not 
the imagination and the paflions, when 
under the guidance of reafon, the in- 

difpcnfible 
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difpcnfiblc fprings of human life ? With 
what (hadow of rcafon then can we cen- 
fopca legiflator^ a founder of a religion, 
one of the great heroes of the human 
Ipccies, born to adl beneficially on the 
whole, for employing the means which 
nature . herfelf has planted in us with 
this view, to the advancement of the 
mod feafible and general happinefs of 
mankind ? I would not affirm that Ke* 
rinthus knows a fyllable more about the 
invifible world than I or thou or any 
other earth-born creature : but, if there 
he fuperior beings who are bufied in 
doing good to man, none of them can 
breathe a nobler, a diviner fentiment 
into the foul of a mortal, than that of 
delivering mankind from every fpecies 
of tyranny, of prejudice and paflion, of 
fuperftition and defpotifm of caefars and 
pricfts, which is the ultimate aim of 
the theocracy of Kerinthus. What can 
the exalted terms^ the kingdom of 

LIGHT, 
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if it be not fuch a liberty ? And ev 
the influence of the aM>os» and all the 
holy oiyfleries «rf* the invifible worl 
with which Kerinthus captivates the h 
cy of eothufiafitc Ibuls« are they void 
fenfe and meaning ? Can or fhould a 
grand aim be purfued» until itbc s 
tually attained« otherwife than by i 
vilible energies^ than by a fecret cö 
ne^tign with an inviiible agent ? Tl 
enithufiaftic, thp myftical« the marvc 
lous in the fyftem of faith and the n 
ligious pradlces« which Kerinthus h 
given to the brethren and fillers in coi 
nei^lion with hinij is fo much the ma 
invlifpcnfably neceflary« as his real ph 
caanot be kept fufficiently fecret« 
well on account of thofe againll whoi 
ii$ thole for whom he labours. For t! 
Uucr% if their ideas were entirely cleare 
Vki>ul<i neither know how to eilimate t 
V4luc of the benefits intended them« 
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te'ftbie tocomprebend thatithc^ itay they» 
lit led 14 iKe dircÄcft ahd thtiiÄfeft : the 
former/ who ihavc begun to - think dfcc 
belief of the- chTiftia^ns a« harmlefs «n- 
thüfiäfinj would employ, the moil vio« 
icift .means for the exterihination of^t^ 
tf fCk)A a^xthey fhould know ihat ,tbe 
kingdom of liberty and happinefs, in 
theereÄion of which we are employed, 
could only be built on the ruins: of 
thcir's. ' : ; . i;: .' . :;•■.- 

• :'.". .- :;.!»}•. . .;.' •;.- " Vj r > ^l; 

'• Thcoclea knew me fo wdl^ithat (he 
fuppofed Ihe had gained every thijig, 
^hen (he had diverted me of tht odious 
thought that I' myfelf was to be deceiv- 
ed, tod Conquered my natural abHbrrertde 
to impofe upon others, and might per- 
fHatdei nie that this deceit was not in the 
JBatter itfelf, but purely in the fomrtb, or 
*Bther in- the "huflc in which the truth 
tauft, be ihewn tili' order toi allure -the 
STcwcr ' nutnbcl: 'of- 'idmirersi " and the 
Vol. II. L more 



Diuijr CI ner argumcnis^ cniorc^a o 
doquence of her cy.cs and the chari 
hcf voice and perfon» overcame, in 
the moroott : (he thought (be had g; 
me, and waa anticipating in her i 
the triumph which my convcrfion^s 
called it», would procure her ovei 
incKdulitj of her brother. She 
informed me that the viceroy of I 
was one of her warmeft friends, wit 
cdtacealing from me what claims fhi 
squired oi^ his gratitude, during 
rcfidence at the bsu;hs of Daphne ; 
all was in readinefi for my deli vera 
that I (hould be taken out on the j 
row by the viceroy himfelf^ whom 
had made to believe that I was her 
relationj and» excepting a harmlefa 
to enthttfiafm» was a perfrni of emi 
talents» and in every refpe<5l worthy 
the extreme wuutth of mf imagina 

fill 
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lould be treated with fome indulgence* 

be hereupon circumftantially inftrucl* 

d me how to behave with thefe ro^ 

nan fatraps; and tben^ having told me, 

(vhere (he expeäed to find me after my 

liberation, we parted, the bed friends in 

the world. 



lUCIAK. 

Knowefl: thou, friend Peregrine, that 
I am more and more charmed with thy 
Theoclea ; and I fhould think it an aU 
iBoft unpardonable crime in thee, if thou 
couldfl: be hard hearted enough to deceive 
herafecond time? 



PERSaitlNE. 

And yet, as thou haft already forgivei 
me feveral anomalies in my condud? 
Khott muft make up thy mind to pardo 
we this otlier alTo» For» la reality, tb 
hz chai 
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charm by which fhe' had held me boün 
from the firft iiiftant of'otxr acquair 
tance> and which even thou, it fecms a 
unable to refift-, lafted only fo long as ft 
was prcfcnt. Scarcely did I find myfe 
once m6re alone, • than I w a» in muc 
the fame humour, as a man, who havh* 
thought he had pafled the jvhole nig' 
with his favourite nymph, on awakir 
Ihould find himfelf enfolded in the w 
thered arms of an old theflalian witc 
The great plan of KerirttliusVhich mig 
perhaps have fg^fcinated me, as he himfe 
at the time when I flill thought him t! 
föremoftof mankind, had given* me tl 
folution of it, with all the at-doirf of a ms 
ivho has no other intereft than the gen 
ral good of his fpwe<:ies. But now h 
magnificent fcheme, fince I perceived a 
empyric and an adlrefs at the head of i 
was no more than an artful net, where 
he had caught me and a thoufand oth 
honed. perfoM> in order to make i 

tl 
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^^c blind inftruments^ and, ^as circum- 
***^nces might require, the vj^dtims of his 
*^lf-interefl: and ambition^ i It was im- 
pofTible for me to attribute any wor- 
^Hy and noble views to a man who 
"Was employing all that was venerable 
^nd facred in my eyes, fimply as ma- 
chines, decoration« and malks to the 
execution of a widely extending political 
plan ; and nothing upon earth could 
tempt me to make common caufe with 
the late manager of an itinerant band of 
priefts of I lis, though I (hould have been 
ever fo fure of feeing the throne of our 
hypocritical theocracy eftabliftied in the 
emporium of xhe world, i» fts few years 
as were neceflary to Alexander for his 
conquefts, and to be the next to Ke- 
rinthus in this univerfal empire» 

Such being my fentiments, it took me 

up no long time in confidcring what ufc 

I fliould make of the liberty to be pro- 

L 3 cured 
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cured me through the mediation of Theo- 
clea. When the illulion, that had con- 
jured a cloud into my arms inftead of a 
Juno, was over, I could not haflily 
enough free myfelf from the objeds of" 
my cheated love^ which now difguit* 
cd me as much as they had fonnerljr 
attrafted and charmed me. But how to 
get quit of Theoclea» whom I could not 
avoid feeing again, in any better way* 
than by a fecret flighty was a difficulty- 
for which in the whole range of my ima- 
gination I could difcover no method. 
For I knew too well the weaknefs of my 
heart and the fafcinating power of her 
perfuafionty her carefTes, andj when other 
artifices failed, her tears, forprefuming 
to difclofe to her my refolution and the 
motives of it, till I had fairly got out of 
the circle, in which by her magic wand, 
Ihe made of me whatever fhe pleafcd. 
This was the only difficulty that cod me 
no fmall trouble to coAquer. For the 

thought 
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thdught of the large Aims which had 
flchved from yny eftare into the commu«. 
Mtyw^bcft of Kcrinthus and Hegefias^ 
ftud which Theoclea^ though only by the 
wiy^ had not omitted to call to my mind, 
tfd flot detain me one moment. In- 
deed how Should foch t loft afllia a 
man^ who ^ouM faaTe thought the ^ra* 
tüitation of one fingk enthuliafHc wifii 
«eiy (cheaply purchafed at the expence 
tf all the wealth of the Indies s and now^ 
iSitt feeing himfelf hurled a fecond time 
Ifom the fummic of bti fatreft hopes, 
had nothing more to lofe^ that defer vcd 
regret? 

Every thing now fell out as The^ 
edca had foretold me. I was the next 
morning brought before the viceroy 1 
but found him befet with fuch a pro« 
digiouB croud of people, who had ei^ 
ther fomeching to prefent to him or 
-were waiting his commands^ that he 
L 4 fecmed 
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fccmed to have neither time Jiorinqli* 
nation to afford me an opportunity for 
pronounting the apol6^tical difoourfe 
which I had been meditating in behalf .of 
jthe chrlflians. He contented »jhimfel/ 
with putting. t\|^o or tbiii^fe jqueftion4)p9 
me, theanfivirer» to which .might; pxptjgbljr 
coafirm hipfi in. the opin^oQ .tbac. Theo* 
clea had given- him of tne ; far)h^;repliecl 
iOiihem merely -by an ironical' in^jlj^ 
accompanied with an Drder^tQ ^ifc\fßXt9 
me immediately» as a iperfonf from .wKotn 
the ftate and« theiptiblic trfkQquUlitjtihad 
nothing to'^apprdicnd.; M^itfa. thJA: (s^t 
condition» however» that I (houl^ :4fav$ 
the province of Syria without delay, and 
take great care[far the future not. to tn- 
ter any unlawful ai&mhly whatiBvcr^ OS 
the complaint» which rniy' relations .bad 
made agaihft fne concerning the waiiling 
of my heredifajry. eftate» no .n^ention 
was made. .Moit .likely^ the. proridciil 
Thcoclea^ who was in partnerfliip with 

her 



'V 
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her brother in matters of profit and Ior3, 
had found means to fettle this point with 
the viceroy in private ; let it fulKcc, that 
my good friends in Parium were obliged 
to be fatisfied with the decifion, that 
after all due enquiry, no caufe had been 
found to deprive the accufed of the 
power, over the difpofal of his own for- 
tune, granted him by the laws, as being 
at years of difcretion. And,, dear Lu- 
cia«,, thus ended the whole affair, with- 
out the intervention of the viceroy's 
philbibphy in favour of my releafe, fo 
much as thy Anonymus at Elea endea- 
voured to perfuade. thee. 

r ■ LUCIAN. 

But what now became of Theoclea ? 

PEREGRINE. ' 

The tranfports of joy with which flie 

received me, almoft ovcrfet my fortitude. 

h ^ 1 knew 
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I knew not what means to take for 
blunting the confcioufnefs of the con- 
tnididion that fubfifted between my 
real fentiments and th« part it was ne- 
ceflary for me to play, but by giving 
fcope to the imprcflion which the pre- 
fence of this (ingular woman always 
made on me, and ftriving to keep off as 
much as pollible both f^om her and from 
myfelf the thiip^t of what we had agreed 
on. In the mesn tithe it was impoÜible 
that the inward conftraint I mud put on 
myfelf in order to appear more calm and 
chearful than I was; could efcape fo pe* 
netrating an eye as her's. She difcovered 
from time to time fome uneahnefs at it, 
and, as I was under the neceflity to pacify 
her by fome lye or other, I wanted to 
make ufe at leafl of thofe which looked 
the mod like truth— or rather were 
partly true— 

IVCtAK« 
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LUC IAN, UUigbtng^ 

^ow this I call aconfcienticKis rogue ! 

V PSREGR^INE. 

I gave hef at length to underAand» 
that it wc«M be rcxy cruel in her not 
tofuffer the invohmtary fighs that ef- 
eaptd me to paf^ at leaft unnoticed by 
her, afifin^ a6 they dtd from the con- 
firaiM !he had the laft night enjoined 
me to impofc on myftlf for the future ; 
Mid which, confidering what I felt for 
tier, could be neither agreeable nor eafy« 
She anfwered this declaration^ whieh^ 
vrithout entertaining too mean an opt* 
nion of me or too high an one Af herfelf> 
file might think very natural^ 1^ a beha- 
viour that left me fome hope, if I fhould 
make myfelf worthy of her confidence, 
to obtain from her hearty what in fad, 
t 6 of 



of a woman like hjer, would be with dif- 
ficulty obtained by any other mode of 
feduftion. T|iij5 ..t^rn . ?ti\i\ck rJ^HT- .fP«- 
verfation took, led imperceptibly to the 
recolledion of fccnes that had formerly 
pafled; thy poor friend (if thou ftiil 
think hirn iwortbjr pf;»that name) was 
conftantly growing )varmeriand M^armer 
by imperceptible degr^f^s, , t^ll ji^^jter^s 
had gone fo far with him. that, ;if[^T^€^ 
oclea had h^d but t|ie ^ight^il intim^ 
;tion of the danger of being f^rfaken by 
him> it would have been e^^irely 4q hc^r 
power to force tnt^i f<> i^' QpiT^fdJioa .of 
hi$ faitt^lefsjefolution, and tQ>m4ke ^is 
retreat impracäicable, a( l^ft fn^t ajeqgth 
of time«; / ßut in regard toijchis mattef-» 
ihe lived in th^ moft perfect .fecurity; 
and as ;(he^ eoj^loyed t^e whole. af.h^r 
attention; ^d.sirtiüce to prevent« in the 
beftimanner (he was able, what (he held 
to. be tl^e^ftnly danger in our new iituft- 
tion, I efcaped, to my great good for- 

tune* 
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(unb, the only. OHe. which .would. infklll- 
\dy-have 4€feated my defign. ' For, in 
thefe tender moments, when my whole 
foul was diffolved in the recolledion of 
fo many days of ineffable bii&, that I had 
enjoyed in the charming retreat of the 
villa jVAaniilia with her, though reduced 
toüngle hour$, I fliould not have bad the 
heart to:diflemble or. to.deny any things 
if (he could have read whaf^was palling 
in my foul. So on the contrary (he ap- 
peared, perhaps from diffidence in her 
own heart, to be now defirous of no- 
thing fo much as to bring me off from 
thofe fedudlivf recoliedions, and had the 
art, in her delicate nianner, of imper- 
ceptibly drawing ^queft ions from me, the 
ajvfwering of which gave her an oppor- 
tunity of launching out into a circum« 
ftantial account of the moft remarkable 
particulars in^what had happened to her 
during the feven years of our feparation. 
A confidence which came furprifingly 

to 



to the relief of my wavering refof ucion» 
ts k could not fail of affording me many 
an opening for prying into her fecret 
thoughts» which confirmed me in the 
eld difcovery, that (he was too great an 
adept in the mimic art^ for giving room 
to a man of my ftamp ever to admit the 
kope of diflingtiiihing) with any degree 
•f certainty^ what was nature in her and 
what was art» 



IVCIAN* 

My firft bufinefs» as foon as thou ihalt 
have happily brought to an end the ftory 
of thy life^ fhall be to feek out this 
Theoclea, if (he be to be found in any 
part of the regions affigned us for our 
abode. 

On this doubt I have it in my power 
to tranquilize thee» ^Lucian ; I have al« 

ready 
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ready frequently met with her^ and al- 
ways in very good company* It will be 
a great pleafure to me to make thee ac« 
quainted with her. 



XUCIAN. 

That will be one more piece of civi- 
lity for which 1 Ihall be obliged to thee« 
But now for the fequel of thy own con» 
cerns. 

PEREGRINE» 

As it was now incumbent on me to 
quit Antioch on the day appointed^ and 
that without exciting notice, and The- 
oclea having already taken all the previ- 
ous meafures neceflary for that purpofe, 
t|2pu wilt eafily imagine, that all I have 
told thee of our reciprocal fituation^com- 
pofed the mod remarkable particulars 
of the three days during which we were 

for 
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for the laft time alone togctherj^on the 
jouf ney back to her brother^ who was 
waiting for us at DamaCcusv. Theocf^a, 
on the third night, found herfelfifo much 
fatigued, that as foon as we reached our 
inn, flie immediately betook herfelf to- 
reft, and thereby affbrdfed me time, to fet 
about the fecret flight 1 h^d refplvcd.on. 
Fortunjately^ the foregoing evening we 
had diiFereda little on the fub^ed of what 
I called hypocrify; but on my part this 
difference was ftrpng enough to make 
the execution of my projed fit much 
lighter at my heart than I myfelf could 
have expected. We fou|id ourfelves^not 
far from Gabala, in the hoqfe of a cbrif- 
tian woman, a good old widow, who 
lived here upon the revenue arifing from 
a fmall tllaip i and being childlefs, had 
appointed the man of God,. Kerinthus^ 
or rather the common-box, under his 
management, as her eventual heir./ I 
therefore left my dear fitter Theoclea in 

good 
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{rood bandä; Belijles^ I thought it ' but 
juÄ t;a'J«yc. Ijcr^itwo diirdi» of a pretty 
ConfidotehldrTütn rof gold /^vhich- dhb had 
deliv^rsd'iO'tner^n our departure from 
AflKiouchi ^ftllQUgb/ without .burdening 
Wf ^fif nfticflfctt,^' I ^ might have kept! the 
ViH^y aa^.yery fma^UiCompenfation for 
tiie.crJich:ojff(eting8> I, had made to ithd 
C0ikin}arb?bo3u My flight was xlot at- 
ten«kd'»^itH ^helleaft difficuUy. I left 
behind tneiaJerter to Theoclea» wherein 
I tqldiher : th^t '' the eluciditioa I had 
lately :;r«ceiy,cd concerning the myftery 
ufithe Older in which, my imprudcht ho« 
nefty hid .entatigUd me^ made it abfo^ 
IriCjelynecoilary for me entirely to throw 
off ianjconneiäion with the faid order 
and its chiefs ; that I hereby voluntarily 
tnd Coofiderately relinquiihed for ever 
idliiclaim.tOjaQy fums which Hegefiis oil 
K^rinthur, during our connection, had 
Kceived from me, or obtained in my 
nskvatf : > ^^(i; therefore hoped, . that they 
ü.".:^ would 
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would be fp cqtiitabk^inxronfidemtion of 
fuck ^ confiderablc ranfomi as to abfol ve 
me hmcefbrward from all ^he Auik^ I 
load taken upon me at my entrance into 
ffack ander, and tbe fidükueAt of ^kkh 
would be movBLÜy impoffibte iÖr tee lA 
fifture. Condadiag widi telling tlhem 
that their knowledge^ of nrjrlieait Would 
be a fuificient voucher to thetfi^'that 
none of diem had any thing injilriom ttf 
apprehend fromme.^ Wiieii «he {>ee«^ 
pie of tbe-hcnife were all in thdr firft 
fleepj I made my retreat through a win-* 
dow that opened fr4un my Itttie tptrU 
ment into the garden, but ivith i fome^ 
what more convenience dian inrnneiflf 
out of the window of the beautiful Ccu 
hppe $ and, being tranfpoited with the 
idea of my recovered liberty and ckie 
flattering confcioufiiefs of tht fadUit^^ 
%ith which I offered- io many alid <b 
great facrifices co virtue^ I pafied che 
whole night ia^ fort «f extaTy^ atid bf 

b?eak. 
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break 0f day I found myfelf on the fhore 
of the Ceä. I immediately got into a 
filber boat^ and caufed myfelf to be car- 
ried over to Laodicea ; where, in the 
clofeft concefalment I palTed a couple of 
days in refledting on my iicuation, and 
in feeing what refolution» after fo grand 
ä cataftröphe in my inward and out« 
#ard condition, now remained for me 
to take. 



tUCIAH. 

1 iioneftly confcfs to thee, friend Pe- 
regrine, that in thy laft behaviour to« 
wards Theoclea, there is fomerhing that 
I cannot rightly bring to coincide with 
the general turn of thy charader. Me- 
thinks that fine moral feeling whidh at 
other times, in all the deviations of thy 
fancy and thy heart, never forfook thee, 
muft have been a little blunted by thy long 
abode among the chriftians : for how elfe 

could 
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cc-id it have been poffible for rh 
CJiii: 1 L'iend who had already 
f J iTiUch for ihce, and had at that 
inilir.: been giving thee fo ftrik; 
proo: of her participation and hex 
£ccnce» and to defert her in fo un 
reus asd unfeeling a mannefj vi 
paying :hc Icail regard to the emba 
mzzz in vhich the might be th 
by this evin:? Purely out of fr 
ihip to thcr.. pereiy becaufe (he • 
ac: cTsCiizc :hc thought, that, ir 
c: Ä pirrr.cr in the undertaking o: 
brorhcr^ ir.ou vert to be no more 
an :r.:::i.n:en:, and probably even a 
i:n: :o ;:, C:x c-fv-iofed to thee th: 
CTjr, ::j;c by fo doing put herfelf in 
gcr ct incurring his difpleafure, nay 
cf rendering his whole project abc 
inafnr.uch as he had too much depe 
en thee. Would the have venture 
this» at {he had not entertained the \ 
cß opinion of thy gencrofity» hrfd 

tho 
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thought thee utterly incapable of mak- 
ing fuch at return for her confidence ? 
Arid wouldft thou have been capable of 
a^ing in this manner hadft thou but for 
a momeiit put thyfclf in her place ? 



PEREGRINE. 

What a warm advocate this enchan- 
trcfs has found in thee, of whiofe fafcinat- 
Sng power thou.canft but juft form art 
idea, aiid that merely through the iiie-i 
diiim'of my acquaintance with her ; this 
is indeed aftbniftiing, to gain over the 
cold-blooded Liician, the declared foe to 
all the arts of deceit, by one dexte- 
rous iftröke ! With what facility has (he 
fuddfehly fnatched out of thy fight all 
thc'colTclufions we drdw of her real cHai 
rafter in the grove of Venus Urani?. 
and, at the rural eftate of the noble rb- 
man danie! But I, my dear Lucian, t 
bor6 ih' my foul fuch fears from what t 
-•"* had 
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had fufFered from her levity, from hci" 
obftin^cy, from her vanity^ from her 
(elfifli complaifance towards other men ; 
I had too many, too convincing proofs, 
how far (he had carried the mimic art» 
and how eafy it was for her to aflume the 
form^ the countenance, the language and 
geflure of every delicate fenfation, of 
every virtue, of every moral grace, to 
admit of my being difpofed to receive 
any lading impreflion of the apparent 
magnanimity of her iriendfliip; efpe- 
ciaUy after a confidence, which could 
not poflibly give me any other than 
one highly difadvantageous to Kerinthus 
and to herfelf. I am not foli^itous to 
juflify myfelf, Lucian; I only relate 
to thee with all the iincerity I am ca« 
pable of in ouf prefent iituation, what 
I know of my own hiilory; and in«* 
dulgence for my aberrations is all I have 
a right to require frcmi a man like the«» 
I haire been deluded, and have deceived 

others; 
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otherft i biK the farmer always unknov« 
ingl/» the latter always without defignt I 
honeftly plead guiky^ to both ; but, after 
all» it is bur juil to tell thee that I have 
been mifled almoft always by appear- 
anees w4iich iDErrought upon me with fo 
niich force» that I cook them for reality. 
Methinks I have already mentioned in 
my narrative» that it coll me not a little 
dnring the four days that I lived again 
ymA :Theo€lea> to refrain from ading 
fo openly and diredly towards as her 
behaviour towards me appeared to de* 
mand« But h9w could I a£t otherwife» 
fince I was determined abfolutely to dif- 
folve all connedtion with fo dangerous 
a perfon as Kermthus now appeared to 
me? The abhorrence I had conceived 
agatttjR: him after receiving fuch unex* 
peftedaccounts of his intentions» and that 
£rom fo credible an authority» was now 
atexceffive as the veneration with-which 
I was poflefled for him, while I faw 

him 
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himifihihii^ fupb-r^rreftrial'^Iory' ; It Was 
toa yihlbnt inJite firft fehflfgy itö'Be ouri 
v^eigl^edi by any ^her 'feritimenc. And 
ncyirlhcltfs ThdJclefttrmde me Waver in 
rnyAfcioluiion niord^nhdn -^once! She 
would. nBverthctef^ an atl fpirobäbility^ 
have gained» a complete viftory yyveh me, 
if in .thcvcritkkl moment, WhiSch thbu 
mayft recoiled, flie iiad penetrated more 
deeply into me, and bad compelled me to 
difclofeithe caiufeofcinyembanrairihejic 
and the fourcc of my rflghsv {' ^^ «^'•' 
. ■■■ .: irr •■ -i ^ . . : .■ • . "J :* ^ 

' ttrciAi^. , ''' --.'•■ 

I perffcSll^ well- recölleflr that critibai 
moimenr,; dear 3 Parcgrijic.Sf bot Jrermit 
me ta.reniark,. that it .was not genc- 
rofity andiher&ntiracnt of gratitiidc for, 
the extraordinary proof ..of. friendfbip 
which fhe had given thee,: but ibmethinj^ 
of a .very difierentiOatui'c,^:thac t!hcn put 
th^e in hejcvpower* 1 ii JJir.o-; ^ 

PBR£« 



PERBGRINU3 PROTEUS. 243 

PEREGRINE* 

I confefs my guilt, and know of no- 
thing I can advance in my juflification^ 
but what I have, already faid. In cafes 
of a collifion between two fenfations acfl* 
ing in contrary dire<5tions, the weaker 
mull naturally give way, and this hap- 
pened in the cafe before us fo much 
the more, as, in the key wherein the fe- 
cret hiftory of her brother had put me, I 
regarded Theoclea's franknefs to me, in 
no other light than as a more ingenious 
artifice for inveigling me more deeply 
and inextricably inp the fcheme of an 
order» which had already loft all ics at- 
tractions for me, and was repugnant to 
the whole tenor of my mind folely for 
the reafon that it had for its objedl mere 
political views and fpcculations of fi- 
nance, -^But it is time to profecute the 
remainder of my ftory in fomewhat of 
a quicker pace. 

yPL. !!• M lUCIAN. 
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lUCIAN. 



However, not moire quick, I pray^ 
than the intereft thou haft infpired me 
^ with can allow. Thou wert tarrying in 
Laodicea, funk the peiplexity, and deli« 
berating what thou ihouldft do on hav- 
ing regained thy .liberty, s^iid the poffef. 
fion of new experiences. Both of them, 
as is ufual with thee, were purchafed 
fome what dearly ! 

PEREGRINE. 

And fhould therefore have been of the 
mor? value to me. However, I do not 
exaggerate in faying, that neither the 
lofs of the greater part of my fortune^ • 
nor the reparation frotn Kerinthus, The^ 
oclea and my late brethren, could difturb 
my pleafurc in knowing myfelf at liberty - 
again* It was a quality in my temper^ 
as thou muft have obfervedj that the 

fame 
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iitne objipds^ which ih the fafcinating 
light in which I faw them^ had capti- 
. vat^ my fouU as foon as I found» or 
thought I found» that they were not what 
I took them for» only needed to be re- 
Aioved from my eyes, for making them 
iri a few days fo entirely loft from my 
inward horizon» as if all that had paft 
between me and them» had been but an 
empty dream. I feparated from Kerin- 
thus' and his followers» after the ftorm of 
the firft moment was dver» without its 
cofting arty thing to my heart» without 
regret or (hame» as from deceivers or 
dupes» between whom and me no con- 
nexion could any longer fubfift ; and; 
fatisfied in the confcioufnefs that I had 
facrificed every thing» from the nobleft 
motives» in my conneftion with them» to 
the good caufe» while I fincerely thought 
it fo; But an image ftill lived in my 
foul» that indeed amid fo many objeAs 
a^ing immediately on me and in pof- 
M 2 feffion 
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feifion of all my attention^ was gradually 
baniflied from my thoughts ; but now, in 
the profound folitude lyhcrein I was 
thrown, by a contrail that redoubled its 
lovelinef^, fuddenly prefentedjtfolf again 
like a celeilial vifion, aad ftoo4 before^ 
my face; — and this was«— the image of 
the good, the innocent, the artlef^ family 
of chriftians, with whom my guide Hege- 
fias, miilaking his way in the forefl be- 
tween Perg^mus and Pitane, accidenully 
brought me acquainted* Lucian, thod 
knowefl me now fo well, that I need 
not tell thee, with what fervour my ima- 
gination, after the repeated (hipwrecks oi 
all my hopes and expedations, fnatched 
at this plank. My refolution was irre- 
vocably taken. My grandfather's * pro* 
perty — a trifle in coinparifon of what 
the common-box of Kerinthus and his 
order had fwallowed up,i but more than 
fufficient to fatisfy a man of moderate 
defires — this property, or more ftri<flly 

fpcaking. 
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fpeaking, the bulk of it, a landed eftate 
tiot far from Parium« \eas luckily flill 
in my hands. My plan therefore was to 
fail with the firft (hip that was freighted 
for Cyprus and Rhodes, from thence to re- 
turn home, thete to convert the remainder 
of my fortune into ca(h, and then if poffi- 
ble, immediately join myfelf to that fe- 
lefl: handful of genuine difciples of our 
good Mailer, and in paradifaical inno- 
cence, and reparation from the world, be 
one body, one heart, and one foul with 
thofe angelic mortals in the pure enjoy- 
ment of the prefent life, and the joyful 
expedlation of the future ; and thus be par- 
taker of that fublimc eudaemony and di- 
vine fatisfacSlioii of fpirit, which had 
been fo long in vain the ultimate objecfi: 
of my defires. 

LUCIAN. 

Bravo, Peregrine ! Thy imagination, 

I fee, again is doing its duty. Thou 

M 3 again 
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again enjoyeift fo extravagantly much 
beforehand» and all in fuch a fupefhumai 
purity and perfcftion — that the good ho: 



neft fouls from whom thou expeifleft fo«s 
much» arc abfoiutely under an imppffi . _ r 
bility of concurring with thy fancy, eveiMC^ 
were they ever fo much inclined to it., 



FEREGRIKB« 

For this time, either deftiny, or my " 
ficklcnefs (if thou wilt not allow my rea^ 
fon the honour of it) did not let it come 
to the trial, which, very probably, would 
have terminated as thou thinkeft. An 
tinlooked for meeting with a friendi 
whom I had entirely loft fight of for fc- 
veral years, ftioved me out of the point 
of view in which I had been ufed to fee 
this matter, and the fates ended what 
that had begun. While I was waiting at 
Lindus for a veffel to carry me over to 
Mitylene, a man accbfted me in a covered 

hall, 
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hall, who^ on fight cf me had been no 
Icfs ftruck with aftonilhment than I was 
at feeing hkn. To our mutual joy we 
recognized each other, I in him the very 
Dionyfius of Sinope, with whom I had 
become acquainted in the feminary of 
Kerinthus at Iconium, he in me the for- 
mer confidant and favourite of the pro- 
phet who had been fent to Syria on a fe* 
cret miflion. The fingle circumftance 
of our thus meeting alone at Lindus, of 
-itfelf declaVed that we Ihould have many 
particulars to difclofc. I learnt from 
him that he was lately come to Lin- 
vdus on fucceeding to an inheritance; 
and liked the place fo well, that h^ felt 
:a great inclination to make that agree- 
able town the term of his travels. And 
how didft thou contrive, faid I rather 
abruptly, to get thyfelf and thy property 
fecurely out of the fangs of thq prophet 
Kerinthus ? — ^ This queftion expreflcs 
much at once, returned Dionyfius : but 
M 4 wc 
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we muft find out fome more convenie 
place, before we enter into any farth 
explanation. On faying this, he took c 
to his houfe, and prefled me to enj< 
the rights of hofpitality with him. 
have already told thee» Lucian, that th 
young man carried about him the k< 
to my head and my heart ; for througl 
out the world there was fcarcely to I 
found another, who, as far as conceri 
enthufiafm^ wa»^ n)ore completely m 
antipode ; and yet in all other mattei 
would have .more harmonifed with m 
difpofition. Accordingly we were o 
fuch a familiar footing in a few hour 
that there wa» no fecret between ui 
Dionylius opened the converfation b 
explaining the nature of his late connec 
tion with Kerinthus. 

I became acquainted with him, faid he 
by a mere accident ; he appeared to m- 
to be a man of profound knowledge, anc 

al 



PEREORINUS PROTEUS. 25I 

all he faid and did arrefted my atten- 
tion. He, on his part, feemed to confi- 
der me as deferving of his. Our inti- 
macy imperceptibly increafed from day 
to day, but the approaches on both fides 
were carried on with fo much caution, that 
for a long time I did not rightly know 
what to make of him. As we pafled 
fome days in travelling together, we 
were not wanting in opportunities of be^ 
ing together alone; and our converfa- 
tion in the courfe ojT our journey turned 
upon all topics that are interefting to 
perfons of education, knowledge of the 
worlds and fettled charader. We talk- 
ed of politics, of philofophy, of reli- 
gion, — always with regard to theprefent 
ftate of things. Kerinthus expatiated on 
every fubjedl like a man of great fenfe 
and firm principles, but always in fuch a 
manner that he feemed to fay far lefs than 
he could have done. I thought I perceiv- 
cd fomething myfterious about him ; but . 
he feemed to bear it, as one who indeed 
M 5 ^ will 



that it is fomewhat of importance, 
appeared to be direAed to m6> and 
me fo much the more on my guard 
I was firmly refolved not to let i 
be caught by him. All that I 
make out concerning his particula 
nionsj and on what he at all tim< 
plained himfelf rather more clearly, 
that the world was ripening to 
great revolution ; that we were ac5 
nearer to that period than was gen 
believed ; that too great an alterat: 
the ideas and opinions of mankin< 
already taken place to permit th 
props which for ibme thoiufand 
have held up the political and \ 



u ..^ u^u 
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world. This led me to think at times 
that he might be perhaps a chriftian ; 
but in whatever he faid, he never afFe<ft- 
ed the prophetic ftyle, fpoke on all oc- 
cafioi;is in Co fimple a manner, reafoned 
from the nature of the cafe and the com« 
prehenfiblc connexion between caufes 
and effedls, that I was ever again tempt- 
ed to think him a mere philofopher, 
though he declared with confiderable 
■warmth againft our fedarian philofophy. 
■*— Is it pollible, interrupted I my friend^ 
that thou art fpeaking of the fame n)an 
who appeared to me at Smyrna between 
the rocks of the promontory, as a fort of 
genius, who read my very thoughts, 
who, by a kind of magical power, got 
poffeffion of my whole foul j and, on his 
difappearing, left me in doubt, whether 
I (höuld deem him a new Zoroafter or 
pronounce him at once a deity ? — 

M 6 Thoa 
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Thou feed, continued Dionyfius, that 
the man has the great talent of ufing 
every perfon in his way ; a gift, by whic 
one of the firft leaders of his fed: hai 
already fo much contributed to its ex 
tenfion. With thee he aflumed the pro- 
phet^ with me the philofopher, the dif- 
cerner of men, the independent fage to 
all equally well-difpofed cofmopolires, 
whofe hearts even when glowing with 
Äeal for the rights of mankind, with the 
defire of relieving their miferies, arc 
ever fubmiflive to the auftere commands 
of reafon, and obedient to the guidance 
of cool difcretion. More than once it 
femed indeed to me, when he difcjourfcd 
of neceflity, that all enlightened per- 
fons, who wifhed well to their brethren, 
Ihould labour with united powers on the 
only neceflary thing, as though he pur- 
pofely worked himfelf into warmth, '}a 
order to fee how and what it wrought on 
xoe: but as on all fuch declarations, I 

grew 
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S^cw proportionably more cold and mo- 
Wyllabic^ he conftantly fubfided by de* 
grccs into his wonted ferenity, without 
fty perceiving in his behaviour any the 
leaft fymptom of a difappointed expec- 
tation. Thus refted the matter between 
US; tillj on being about to feparate^ it 
feemed as if we were imperceptibly be- 
come fofficiently interefting to one ano- 
ther^ to make us wifli we were more fo : 
and, as I had no particular buiinefs in 
view in taking this journey, it was in- 
different to me whether I went to one 
place or to another, I offered to ac- 
company him to Iconium, whither he 
was bound ; and he feemed to accept of 
the propofal with evident marks of fatis- 
faction. On the road we feveral times 
put up at houfes, where he feemed accuf- 
tomed to be received with hofpitality, 
and introduced me to his friends,, as 
a very worthy fellow-traveller, i thus 
made acquaintance with feme fanoilids, 

which 
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which appeared to me xo confift of an 
amiable fort of pcrfons, and behaved 
to me with more than ufual complai- 
fance; though at the fame time it ftruck 
me as if my prcfcnce laid them under 
fome reftraint, ^hich they endeavoured 
to conceal from my obfervation. Being 
come within the diftance of one day's 
journey from Iconium, Kerinthus imper- 
ceptibly led the difcotirfe to the fubjexfl 
of the chriftians, but feemed, äs was 
his ufual way> to he deßrous of founding 
the depth of the water before he farther 
ventured in. ^ I delivered my fentiments 
iirithöut hefitation^ that though my 
knowledge of this fed was but flighty yet 
I could not allow myfclf to be perfuaded» 
that they were fuch vile and dangerous 
people as their enemies pretended. It 
fhould feem> faid he fmiling^ that thou 
haft not as yet had an opportunity of 
feeing thoroughly into any of them. — 
Never to my knowledge, anfwered I.— • 

But 
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^ut perhapsib janich the 'more,' -without 
knowing it, he replied ; -^JHow fo, Ke- 
iinthus ?-^** On our late journey thoii 
baft thrice been hof^itably entertain- 
ed by chriftians/'— While he:faid this 
I looked at. him in a manner which 
be ieemed to underftand — and I am 
certain, continued he, that thoa haft al- 
ready converfed or had dealings with 
chriftians a hundred times in thy life, 
without knowing them to be fo. For 
this at leaft I will pledge myfelf to thee, 
that whenever in common life thou com« 
eft in company with a quiet, peaceable, 
trufty and good man, of irreproachable 
character and pure morals, thou may ft 
wager three to one that he is achriftian. — 
Thou makeft me anxious, faid I, to be 
better acquainted with fuch goodpeo- 
pie, and ftill more anxious to know what 
it is that makes them fo ; and fined thouy 
as it appears, art thyfelf one of them, 
and probably a pesrfon of confequehce 

among 
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among them, I can addreJä myfelf, for 
this purpofc, to no one fitter than to 
thee. — Kerihthus replied to this com- 
pliment in terms not lefs difcreet than 
obliging; he told me that they too.had 
their myfteries, to be admitted into 
which fuch conditions were exafted, as, 
though at firft fight they might appear 
lefs hard and fevere, were yet in fata far 
more fo than were requifite for the eleu- 
finian arid' others of a like nature. — I an* 
fweredj that as I had no danger to, ap« 
prehend from a man like him of being 
led into engagements that might ihock 
the underftanding or the feelings of a 
perfon of upright intentions, fo I was 
ready to concur in any thing clfe: and 
accordingly it, was agreed on, thati at 
our arrival at Icönium, I Ihould enter 
upon the preparatives for the firil de- 
gree of initiation. 

After a preparation of a few weeks^ I. 
was admitted to this firft degree; but 

there 
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there the matter flopped ; and I cannot 
boaft of ever having got farther than the 
chrefhold of the inner court. For, not- 
.withftanding I gave them reafon to en- 
.tertain good hopes of me for fome time, 
yet they afterwards found that I was not 
capable of being employed either as mif- 
fionary, or as martyr, or as privy minify 
ter ^nid confidant in the kingdom of Ke- 
rinthiis (which I well knew how to dif- 
tinguifh from another kingdom whereof 
many glorious things had been told me).; 
and as, moreover, 1 kept faft hold of my 
money-bag; and, as I neither under- 
Hood nor alked for any farther expiana* 
nations of what was occafionaily incuU 
cated on my mind about the contempt of 
earthly things, of what the Lord requir- 
ed, of the thoufand-fold fruit to be reap, 
cd, either here or elfewhere, from what- 
ever was facrificed for his fake, and a 
great deal more of the like: I could 
plainly enough perceive, after a few 

months 
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months had elapfed, that they began to 
defpair of my election ; and as I, on ac- 
count of fome urgent family^afTairs^ a(k« 
ed for my dJfmiflion^ merely thinking 
to get rid of a feverc obferver, I eafily 
obtained it. Probably Kerinthus M^as 
now hugging himfelf that he had been 
always fo referved and diffident in his 
converfations with me. However, at 
certain moments, when my curiofity 
might give my countenance more the air 
«of docility and capacity, he had let fbme 
rays of lijght fall into my mind,, which 
united as they fell and helped me to 
form very probable fufpicions concern- 
ing the fecret plan of this ingenious mo- 
ral jugler, if I may fo call him« In fa<5l, 
he had the art of wrapping up the true 
grand myftery of his order, in a very 
plaufible moral covering, which became, 
thinner or thicker, according as his 
hopes of flill gaining me to his purpofc 
rofe or fell ; but even this trick, how«* 

ever 



yer dexteroua he vas at it, betrayed to 
le what he waiiteid to conceal ; and the 
Ar^ I thought I detedred hjmv ip much 
A:iiK>i1i: I):foundrinyfelf cpnfii^ecjii in 
Qopifiiopj.that he wouI(^ h9rdly play 
e part i^ a myftagogiie; aipong; the 
inftians, if it depended on his option^ 
attain his ends by .the f^nxe methods 
an Alexander or a Juliusf Caefar« • ^ 

This» dear Lucian^ was a poi^tjpn 
hich my friend Dionyfius had very 
rthentic accounts to expe<fl from me» 
rorder to make the whole affair ngfore 
m>prehenfible to hiiQ» I !was obliged it^ 
ke up my flory fi^m the vi^begiarr 

i " ' 

LUCIAWv '■' • •'■'-■'" 

A man has a great advantage, oyer 
ther mortals when he hat (beb a ftory 
s thine to relate«, r 
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To fuch a declared antipode to all en- 
thufiafm as Dionyfius, it muft indeed 
appear förprifing enough; and yet I 
could not hdp obferving, that, of all 
the extraordinary things, with which it 
made him acquainted, the mod extra- 
ordinary to him was myfelf. He feemcd 
to think it very conceivable how a per- 
foti might be a Mamilia C^intilW, a 
Thcoclea, a Kerinthus or Hegelian : but 
how it v/as poflible to be a Pcregrinus, 
this (though he was too polite exprcfsly 
to tell-me fo) this appeared above his 
capacity to ctfniprehend. Neverthelafs, 
as he could not forbear to take an intereft 
in this lingular fanatic, he concluded, 
when I had brought my tale to an end| 
that it was abfolutely neceffary to have 
fuch experiences for completely bringing* 
ä man o^ that kind to reafonj a benefit; 
that, in his opinion, whatever it had call 

mc. 
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le^^was not too 4fyrty bought« Xho^; 
[|a^ft therefore figure %o thyfelf how the 
i((d^.aiaa.wat3 ftartled« when he Jbeard 
Itj/t^ he had been %go^ hziky iii fup[)o}iiig 
imotalljr recovered^ and . jthat^t fa far 
iiMl liftving. fovnd at laft ^ he jtnie talif- 
um agaiiift all the fafcinatic^ of my. 
riligenius» was always thfe fame enthu*. 
aft as before» who^ only fancied hioi«; 
AC ra^iftaken ii) the perfons^ and ; yofr 
ill m the defign of hazarding -himfeljf 
I a new adventure^ in which the odds 
rereten to one that it wouid not haye 
^Vlore defirable termination«. On the 
^Uraryj fince; thp «mage pf 1;^^^ a^iia«^ 
lie Johannitesi had:OXice more refum^; 
C^.^divity in my oaincLi' I h^^o^Itfa^X- 
forked myfql^ fo deeply, into the ipotioA. 
f living with theiDj that I could not; 
omprehend how even the« mpft, colcUj 
flooded of aUiUjencould.^aveanjr fhi^ 
p urge %ainft fo fimple and fo ration^ 
I projeÄ. It muiibc, thougl^t I>,th»t^ 

in 
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in my nari*ativc I too haflily ran ever 
this part of the ftory ; good Dionyfius 
has not a proper idea of what angelic 
beings they are to whom my heart i& fo' 
irrefiftibly drawn. Accordingly I fiuh- 
moned all th* powers I was iftafter of* in 
the art of defcription for painting out 
to him this family, and the happinefs 
that awaited me in it ; which^ aa was na- 
turally to be expededj hadJ exäftly a con- 
ttary effeft upon him. ■■ • *' 

•'It almöft goes agaihft my confcience; 
faid he, to attempt to cure thee of fo 
fweet and sippkrcfntly. fo hat-mleß ah iU 
lulion : but ITee that thy fancy has onde . 
more got the better of thy hearty and 
that in this new plan of life! thou ran- 
ncft the greater danger, as perhaps ir 
may not be fo eafy for thee, when once 
the deception is over, to get loofc from 
thefe worthy fouls, as from the come^ 
dians and impoftors into whofe hand» 

thou 



PEREGRINUS PROTEUS. 26j 

thotf hafl: hitherto fällen. I know fo 
certainly beforehand that this will be the 
cafe« that I cannot leave thee till I have : 
convincejd theCj chat^ finc^ thou hail:, 
once been lucky enough to. get thy head 
out of thenoofe^ there is no other alter-, 
native for thee, but to give up all cor- 
relpondence with the chriflians. 

•* It has been thy misfortune hitherto* 
dear Peregrine, continued he, that thou 
haft always fuffered thyfelf to be blindly 
led by two guides^ which mud necef- 
farily lead thee aftray. Sentiment and 
imagination are wcxy plcafant compa* 
nions, but dangerous guides through the 
labyrinth of life« Thou haft now fo of- 
ten experienced this, that in truth it is 
high time for thee, to make trial of a 
guide who cannot poflibly lead thee 
wrong. Therefore, inftead of yielding. 
to what is perhapa but an artful tricky 
let reafon decide what caufe thou ought- 
eft 
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eftUopurfue. Reafon^ believe me^ dear 
Peregrine, reafon is the good daemon of 
mankind, and the eudaemony, after which 
thou ftriveft; is the fruit of a life led ac- 
cording to its di<Jlates ; pr thiere is no- 
thing that deferves the name on this fide 
the moon. I ftiall not now inquire, 
whether, as thou once entered fo deeply 
into the concerns of Kerinthus, as thy abi- 
lities and thy advantages deftined thee to 
föme confiderable poft in his invifible 
kingdom, and the friendfhip of Theoclea 
(whofe fincerity and warmth, as far as I 
can perceive, thou hadft no reafon to 
doubt) would have infallibly difclofed to 
thee the fecrets of his order and procured 
thee an immediate (hare in the benefitjiof 
his undertakings — whether, I fay, thou 
wouldft not haye done better to have 
Continued with him; and whether that . 
very circumftknce that moved theo to 
rclinquifh his party, ought not- to have 
induced thee to have done cxadly the 

I'cvcrfc. 
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rcverft. Indeed I am as fully convinced 
as thou that the extraordinary perfon^ 
from whom the chriftians have thciir 
name and whofe difciples they pretend 
CH be, had a plan entirely different from 
that which Kerinthus is at work upon.. 
Doubclefsj the kingdom of God which 
he announced, and to which (after his 
deiign upon the jews,^of whofe race and 
religion he was, had failed) he was de* 
iirous of inviting all mankind, was far- 
ther from nothing than a political univcr* 
fal monarchy : all circumftances muft 
combine to deceive me, or it had no more 
to do with the theocracy or hierarchy, 
about which his pretended followers are 
fo earneftly employed, and with which 
they will, fooner or later, take the alio- 
nifhed world by furprize, than his fpirit 
has with their*s. He was an cnthufiaft 
in the moft exalted fenfe of that honour* 
able appellation, which has been fo fre- 
quently profaned by being confounded 
VOL« II. 2^ with 
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with bigotry, fanaticifm, and magifm: 
but his dodlrine was too fimple, his in- 
tentions too upright, the perfedion to 
which he invited and which he exem- 
plified in himfelf, too pure and top grand, 
to permit us once to conceive they could 
ever fall to the lot of hundreds of thou- 
fands and millions of men. What then 
is the confequence, and what muft be 
the confequence? One of thefe two 
things: either his pure theofophy, like 
the wifdom and virtue (two words not 
unfrequently abufed) of an Archytas or 
a Socrates, muft be continually prcferved 
and propagated only in an invifible man- 
ner, by the few that w^re aftuated by a 
fimilar fpirit : or, if it be vifible,^will at- 
tain to a fpccics of lordftiip over the hu- 
man intclleft, and produce fome Jmpor-r 
tänt revolution in the worU, and fo unite 
and amalgamate with the opinions and 
palHons of men; and, in the hands of am* 
bitious, intriguing and enterprifing pcr- 
fons, become a new popular religion, 

and 
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1 ds fuch be employed as means to aa 
J which was not that of its primitive 
ader ; in ihort^ be converted into 
: which the faith and the myfteries 
he chriflians are in the hands of a 
intfaus and an H^efias. But what* 
: ihare we may allow to a fpirit of 
uneering and felf-intereft in the pro- 
of thefe men, yet it is not to be de«; 
1 that there is fomething grand in 
idea of delivering mankind at once 
n the (hackles of fuperftition and def- 
ifmj and to unite all the nations of 
earth, by a faith which purifies and 
Its the moral nature of man, in one 
: affedionate brotherhood, as the chil* 
n of one Father, partakers of the fame 
/ilegcs, and heirs of the fame hopes, 
mid this idea be unattainable in its 
extent ; but would it -require thou- 
ds of years to come nearer and nearer 
it by continual gradations, and even 
uld the benefit that would accrue 
N 2 from 
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from it to mankind be purchafed by %^ 
tfaoufand tranlient evils : yet the man who -> 
laid the foundation for fuch a revolutions^ 
would alu^ays remain a benefadlor to the= 
human race. I mull be much miflaken^^ 
or Kerinthus regards himfelf in thisa 
light ; and though one cannot deem him a^ 
fanatic, whp is able to combine fuch-J 
artful machines with fo much fagacity^ 
and with fuch nice dexterity, to the cxc- - 
cutionof a work of which he himfelf^ 
is the foul; though the ufeof miraculous 
means and a kind of moral magic even ^ 
give him the appearance of an irppoftor : 
yet I would not affirm it to be impoffible, 
that, fafcinated with the beauty and.^ 
grandeur of his fcheme, he ihould be 
under an illufion in regard to the means^ 
holding all to be right and good that can 
conduce to fo glorious an end ; and thi$ 
the rather, the more fpecious the idea 
is that by fuch an application, what in 
another combination of things would 

be 
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wrongs inafmuch as it promotes ivhat 
good, is changed into foniething 
dd, and therefore ceafes to be what it 
u I rccolledl to have heard fome*. 
[ig of this kind of Kerinthus ; and if 
Alexander» ancTa Cagfar» and an Au^ 
[us, as we may fuppofe> had their mo- 
lts in which they were compelkd by 
involuntary power within to give an 
ount to a judge in their own breads, 
rzsr doubtlefs by fophifma like thefc 
t they endeavoured to fupprefs it. 
:, however this be, it neverthelefs in 
mind does great honour to the ge- 
s of Kerinthus, that, in all probabi- 
, he was the firft, who, in the faith of 
A hitherto fo much defpifed, difco- 
ed the means and the inftrument to 
ig about the greateft revolution that 
r happened on the earth. It is very 
fible, or rather it is highly probable, 
t he and his projedt may be ruined 
ether. He drives it on too faft, and, 
N 3 as 
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as one who would enjoy the fruit of hi» 
labour himfelf, with too much eager* 
nefs I the world is not yet ripe for fo great 
a cataftrophe. But of this I am certain, 
that even if Kerinthus Ihould fail, the 
work, begun by him will be profecuted in 
fecret by other hands; and perhaps in lefs 
than two hundred years, our pofterity 
will be aftoniftied to fee a confederacy, 
in its beginnings fo unpromifing and de- 
fpifed, at once railing its head, the olcl 
religion and conftitution difappearing» 
and the theocracy of Kerinthus, perhap$ 
under another name, and with another 
exterior, but in its fpirit and principles 
the very fame, giving law to the world. 
Whether or not the world will be the bet- 
ter for it, I will leave undetermined ; for 
my own part I will confefs, that I am no 
friend to theocracies, in which the deity 
is made to ad the part of an eallern Shah, 
while perfons, under the name of hia fa- 
traps and vizirs, hiake ufe of his omni- 
potence 



PERBGRINrS FZOTtUU 27J 

potenccto as good or as bad paqwfes as 
their capacities and paffions» their weak* 
Qefles and their vices allow or require. 
I blow but of an^ theocracy to which no 
objedion can be made ; as it can neither 
fuffer any injury nor be fupported by 
any power; in which we all perform 
our parts^ without knowing either the 
ploc or the catailrophe of the piece ; in 
the conduA of which whatever lives and 
moves is interwoven^ all is kept in eter- 
nal motion by unknown caufes' to un- 
Jbiown effeAs, all things are at once 
means and end^ caufe and effecä, and the 
pfrime mover of all remains for ever in. 
vifible behind the fcenes* In this theo« 
cracy, my dear Peregrine, I am what I 
am, do what I can, and fuffer what I 
mud : from all other autocracies» demo- 
ct^ciesj ariftocracies and theocracies, I 
keep myfelf as far as I can. I do not 
defpife myfelf fo much as to wifh to de- 
pend on the power of another, while it 
N 4 i^ 
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is in my own to be free : but at the rame:^ 
time I am not fo proud or fo vain as to^ 
be ambitious of lording it over my— 
equals. To fay the truth, in fuch a way— 
of (binking there is ufually a good por—- 
tion of lazinefs and an aiFe(5lion for that= 
biifsful life of the celeftials, golden, di* - 
vine, uninterrupted indolence; of an ap- 
petence for which I will not acquit my 
felf, and from whence thou may eft eafily 
explain why I had no inclination to cm- 
bark with the afpiring Kerinthus on the 
perilous ocean of far diftant, toilfome 
and perhaps inconceivable adventures.- 
Thou, Peregrine, haft no excufes of thi^. 
kind; but ready as thou wert, during 
thy intercourfe with Kerinthus and He- 
gefias, at playing one of the bufieft 
parts in their plan of operation, yet I 
comprehend how all the pleafure thou 
hadlt in it, forfook thee on difcovering 
that what thou thoughteft to be fe- 
rious was only play. But, ö my friend ! 

thou 
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; who art fö thoroughly averfc tp 
ing a deceit on others, orof being dc- 
?d by others, why wouldft thou ru(h 
^ upon the danger of being the dupe 
1 enchanter that dwells within thine 
breaft? The colours with which it 
Is out the felicity that awaits thee in 
onverfe of the fuppofed angels at the 

of Pitane are magic colours; the 
7 in which' thou feeft thefe good peo- 
s a magic light». For a time thou* 
Idfl: think thyfelf tranfported into thc^ 
dife of the orientals, and in thy con-* 
ions of innocence and love be diflblv- 
1 the mod blifsful feelings. But fo 

as time and familiarity fhould have 
ked the firft bloflbms oF enjoyment^, 
mangels would infenfibly be converted 
3or, fimple creatures, with whom thou 
dfl: have nothing in common, except' 
5 fimilarity in fentiments and afFec- 
5. From thy youth thou haft been 
to aiTociate with perfons of cultivated 
K5 . minds,. 
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minds, and thyfelf art by far too accom* 
pliflicd. to be able for any length of time 
to endure an idle life or only employed 
in mechanical affairs, among fuch fim« 
pie and uniform country folks. Their 
incapacity of being in reality to thee 
what thy fancy had promifed thee in 
their name, would at length make thee 
peevifh ; and, in thefe ill humours, not 
only what thou loveft in them would 
lofe of its value and charms, but imper« 
fecflions would alfo now ftart up^ which, 
thou hadft never before difcerned, and 
which now in thy untuned imagination 
(the beautiful and good being juft the 
fame to it as ever) would appear even 
greater than they are. What mufl: be 
the natural confcquence of all this, I 
need not tell thee ; but whether it will 
be then fo eafy, or even not utterly im- 
poflible for thee to throw off the con- 
neftions, which in the firft ebullitions 
of thy heart thou hadll entered into with 

thefe 
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e good people^ is a queftion which 
t oughteft not to leave to the confe*» 
ICC. If therefore my advice has any 
[ht with thecj thou wilt follow my^ 
iple> and when thou haft once efcap« 
rom the prophet Kerinthus as by a 
out at window, thou wilt break off 
mher communion with the chrif- 
• That which thou feekcft, dear 
grine, is neither here nor there, nci- 
with this or with the other party or 
it is in thyfelf or it is no where/' 

>rgive me, friend' Lucian, if I have 

too prolix in delivering this fpecch 

ly prudent and well meaning hofl,. 

gh I have extradled from it only the 

material parts of it that I was able 

colledt. But I thought it neccflkry^ 

efe remonftrances and the authority 

h his fpirit had infenfibly obtained 

mine, in the eight days that I pafT* 

ith him^ brought on a revolution in 

N 6 me 
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me which forms an epocha in the hiftory 
of my life. For he fucceeded fo well, 
that he not only entirely difluaded me 
from the projedl which my fancy had 
wove, but alfo occaiioned me to form 
the refolution, as foon as I had fettled 
my domeftic affairs at Pajium, to take a 
journey to -^gypt to fee the philofppher 
Agathobulus ; and in familiar converfe 
with that fage (whom he reprefented to 
me as a very excellent perfon, and the • 
very model of a genuine cynic) to make 
myfelf perfedt in the only mode of life> 
in which I could ever exped to be hap- 
py by virtue of the felf-know ledge which 
I had acquired by experience* Wert 
thou, Taid Dionyfius a little before we 
parted, wert thou a lefs extraordinary, 
perfon, Peregrine, I would have pro-? 
pofed to thee whether thou wouldft not 
flay with me at Lindus ; and, not to be 
entirely idle, take a fhare in the little 
tra(Ec that I carry oa. But thou art not 

formed 



^. 



nmed for palling through life by any 
t)dden path ; and it would be vain ta 
xped» that in this thou wilt ever change 
by, nature* I perceive two main fea«. 
aires in thy charadter^ which inevitably 
determine thee, as long as thou livefl:> 
and perhaps (added he laughing} even 
mthy death, to be fomewhat extraordi« 
nary; thou art flriving after an enjoy- 
ment of life, which only fterling per- 
feäion can give; and though, by the 
forcery of thy uninterruptedly bufy ima- 
gination, thou haft hitherto paffed thy 
life in pure illufions, yet I know but 
few, or perhaps no one, who is fo paf- 
iionate a Jover of truth as thou, and to 
whomdt is more truly neceflary to think 
himfelf in poflefRon of it. For fuel 
a perfön, there is in my opinion but on 
way of obtaining fafety : he miift difer 
gage himfelf from all the ties of civil f 
ciety,as well as from every particular co 
ne(5lion ; and, in order to be in all r 

pe 
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pcds, always, and in the higheft poflible^ 
degree independent, muft abfolutely 
confine himfelf to the mod indifpenfible- 
neceflaries for the fupport of animal life^ 
and render himfelf indifferent to all the 
outward allurements of pleafure and in-»^ 
citements of pain^ as well as to the judge- 
ments of mankind, their approbation or 
cenfure, their reverence or contempt. 
By this method he will infallibly fall 
into the pureft relations with all animate 
and inanimate beings ; and,- free fronfi- 
extravagance and paflion, in the undif- 
turbed enjoyment of himfelf and in un- 
bounded benevolence towards others^ 
feeling hinlfelf in all things, and alh 
things in himfelf, acquire as complete a^ 
fimilarity with the divine nature, as the^ 
human is capable of obtaining. It in- 
deed becomes not me to encourage thee- 
to a mode of life to which I myfelf have 
neither inclination nor capacity : but if 
thou art not deterred by the difficulties. 

o£ 
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fr way in which thy equali majir 

ips arrive at this perfedion^ I am 

ed that it is the mod rationalj. that 

1^ in thy fituation and with a frame oi 

d like thine^ canfl undertake/ 

rhou feefl:> Lucian^ that it was neither 

>re nor lefs than the ideal» thou haft 

Iplayed in thy " Cynic/* which, in the 

pinion of my friend Dionyfius, muft 

e the true deftination of the late fa- 

ourite of Mamilia and Theoclea. Ex- 

raordinary enough ! but flill more ex- 

raordinary perhaps> that to the favou- 

•itc of Mamilia and Theoclea^ nothing 

ippeared more iimple and luminous than 

this fentiment. It aflimilated fo well 

with my darling ideas, tallied fo exadüy 

with my circunvftances, and the execu« 

tion of it was fo entirely within my own 

power ! Befides, this pure, this fublimc 

cynicifm fecmed to differ fo little fron 

the original inflitution of the chriftian 
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in any one eflential point,, that likewile* 
in this rcfpcft it was- the only party E 
had to take without refifting my feel-^ 
ings. For,, notwithftanding that Dio— 
nyfi\js in a particular converfation on: 
the perfon of the founder of that infti- 
tution, drove without great pains> to^ 
convince me of his opinion — that (ab- 
ftraftedly of what muft rcafonably be* 
considered ' only as poetical embellifh- 
ments of his hiftory) he is to be placed- 
on the fame line with the other eminent 
fages,of whom every nation in the world* 
has at leaft one to boaft of: yet* thera 
was fomething in his individual charac^- 
ter, that feemed to give him a fupcriority/ 
over all the reft, and that, by the at-- 
tachment which I myfelf felt for hime 
without ever having feen or heard him^. 
makes the undefcribable affedlion very 
conceivable by which they whoaflbciated^ 
with him prcferved their attachment to. 
him even in death. Accordingly thou* 

fecft,. 
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feefl-, friend Lucian, that the cynicifm 
to which I made my tranfk from this 
moment with as much cafe as a man 
changes one garment for another, had 
in reality a very chriftianlike appear-i 
ance; and I would not anfwer for ir^ 
that Jt was not again an unnoticed trick 
of my imagination to group a Socrates, 
a Diogenes and an Epidletus with {o 
beautiful an ideal, and by the light re« 
fle&ed on them from him» to render 
them the more worthy of being my 
heroes* 

LVCIAN9 fmiling^ 

Thou ncedeft no forgivenefs from me^ 
Peregrine; but I can eafily imagine that 
at that time thou mighteft want fome 
excufe to thyfelf. 

PEREGRINE. 

Lefs than thou thinkeft. For in fadt^ 
by this tranfition to a cynicifm, of which, 

in 
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in all probability I was the. only exam- 
ple in the world, I was not a renegade 
from any of my former principles, from 
any of my former Centiments ; and, ex- 
cepting the gnoftic daemonology of Ke- 
rinchus, I remained in my internal mi- 
crocofm, jtift aa I was before. But even 
thofe vifionary notions had long iince 
vaniflied from my head, without leav- 
ing a trace behind ; at that very in- 
ftant when I heard that my prophet wa» 
ihe fame man, who^ a few years before 
had been drolling about the world with a 
company of the priefts of Ifis. All then 
that can be truly faid of the matter, if 
I may pafs a vote upon myfelf, is thrs : 
that my chriftianifm was the purifying 
means, by which I rauft proceed^, in or- 
der to be capable of the fublirac cyni- 
cifm, which I profefled from that epo- 
cha, with as much warmth and finceriry, 
as 1 did formerly my magical,, erotical 

aad 
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and theofophical fanaticifms> to the laft 
moment of my life. 

Dionyiius, Avho had bufinefs to tranf-* 
zd: at Mitylene> accompanied me to that 
place ; we parted as friends who hoped 
to fee each other again, and thefe hopes 
were in the fcquel more than once ful- 
filled. 

On my return to Parium> I found but 
a cool reception every where. This I 
at firfl: explained to myfelf as a thing 
very natural, from the contempt which 
the inhabitants of a mercantile town mud 
have for a fellow-citizen who had fo pro- 
digally run out a large eftate in lefs time 
than the lowed of them would have re- 
quired to have increafed it to the double 
or triple of what it was. But it foon 
appeared that my credit in Parium was 
much worfe than I imagined it. My re- 
lations, whofe animolity againft me had 

rifen 
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rifcn to its height by the termination of 
their fuit at Antioch,, had fpread the 
report, by every kind of private artifice 
among the common people^ that evi-^» 
dences were not wanting to prove that 
the fudden death of my father did not 
happen fairly* It waa foon currently 
faid, that the affair had been more nar» 
rowly traced^ and that circumftancea 
had been difcovered that might lead to a« 
thorough knowledge of the tranfaSiion t 
they talked of a flave whom I had freed 
jufl before my departure from Pariüm^ 
and who foon after diiappeared« At 
length it was buzxed from ear ta ear^ 
that^alas! it was but too certain, that 
Peregrine himfelf was the perpetrator of 
the deed. It was now fuddenly fpoke of. 
as an undoubted fad, that the family had 
proofs of it in their pofTeffion ^ and the day 
was already named when the accufatioa 
wajs to be brought before the judges. 
— — - Now too it appeared that there 

was^ 
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was not a peifon in the place who had 
Hoc been fo fagacious as to have long ago 
ffHjniffid fbme fuch thing; every one 
kad taken notice of fome fufpicious cir« 
cumllances attending the death and bu« 
rial of my father, the opening of his 
will, and twenty other occurrences ; and 
now it was manifeft, why, without any 
imaginable caufe, I had exiled myfelf 
from Parium, and had been wandering 
about the world a horrid parricide tor- 
mented by the furies. When thefe vari- 
ous reports had at lad reached my ears, I 
cafily guefled, without being an OEdipus, 
from what fource they proceeded, and 
what my difappointed heirs expefted to 
gain by them. They knew very well, that 
they could not bring proofs of what had 
never happened : but they knew too the 
tfftA that bold calumnies would have 
upon a people who already were preju- 
diced agaiaft me ; and they alfo thought 

they 
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rifcn to its height by the termination of 
their fuit at Antioch^ had fpread the 
report, by every kind of private artifice . 
among the common people^ that evi-i 
dences were not wanting to prove that 
the fudden death of my father did not 
happen fairly. It waa foon currently 
iaid^ that the affair had been more nar* 
rowly traced> and that circumftances 
had been difcovered that might lead to a« 
thorough knowledge of the tranfaäion t 
they talked of a flave whom I had freed 
juft before my departure from Parium^ 
and who foon after diiappeared. At 
length it was buzzed from ear to ear^ 
that^ alas ! it was but too certain, that 
Peregrine himfelf was the perpetrator of 
the deed. It was now fuddenly fpoke of. 
as an undoubted fad, that the family had 
proofs of it in their pofleffion ^ and the day 
was already named when the accufation 
wajs to be brought before the judges. 
•^— Now too it appeared that there 

was^ 
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the habit and coftume of a cynic, 
m&ed the roflrum^. and made an ora^ 
t to my fellow-citizens, in which I 
e them an account, in general terms, 
my abfence at two different times 5 
after a public profeffion of my prin- 
es,and the plan of my future life, I told 
n: that, as I fhould henceforth v^ant 
very little, and fhould leave Pafium 
iiout delay, in order to take a journey 
he wife Agathobulus at Alexandria, 
lought I could not better and more 
ourably difpofe of my paternal houfc 
the eftate I had inherited of my 
ndfather, than by making a formal 
atiotn of them^ by word of mouth, 
by a written document duly prepared 
executed according to-the forms of 
, and which I did now ma)ce, to my 
r fellow-citizens, the people of Pa- 
li.— ^ The effecfl of this tranfa(äion on 
lower claffes of the people, to whom, 
m^ diredion tke revenue of the laad> 

was 
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vm ptcticularly to devolve, thy Anony- 
mus (who» in all iniignificant matterSi 
fcrupuloufly adhered to the truth) has fa 
accurately defcribed, that I have no need 
to fay any thing more of it. I was now 
at once re\'cnged on my relations^ and 
juftified in the opinion of my fellow-ci- 
tiaens ; but while the air was ringing 
with the promifes and bleflings of the 
genorous^ magnanimous and wife Pere^ 
grinus» I flipt through the croud, and 
left Parium, with fuch fentiments as its 
inhabitants deferTcd« for ever. 

A little farm in Bithynia and a few 
bad debts due to my father, which I had 
ftill to call in at Tauris, if it were worth 
the expence of a journ^ thither, was all 
that now remained of my former eftate. 
The little domain brought in fomewhat 
above five hundred drachmas a year; 
I therefore made the calculation, that my 
income, inafmtich as my daily expence 

ihould 



HakSAnsn exc«d. the fum of cighc 
Wv^ "wonid ':be'ainpl]r fufficieiit to» 
toty tbe ifidii^nfabte nec^fiarks of 
^"mnmMjfsxty ai i wkh.«hk I thoughtr 
(^[ctf 4^^^ ^^^ «nougK. Ha4 Sicva- 
flr«ror']i]Ate^-<or Antifthedei smd Dio^ 
oies'fo nuich:? But the ornament-t«. 
il|i thy penmiieni Lucianl 

r ♦ ■ 

"^ ^ ^ vv^ciKtfy Toughing. ' . 

What a memory thou hall. Peregrine I 
l^hatl thou canft ftill recoiled the tole* 
ably gaudy tunic in which I made thee, 
n my narrative, parade about theifune- 
alpile. 

PEREGRINE. 

Had it been accidentally (as it might 
lave been) as pla.in ^nd white as fnow, 
hpu wouldft, in the humour thou then 

• About tenpencc, 

vou II. o wert 
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wert, have imputed it to me as a courtly 
drefs. — The ornament therefore — was 
the only article of capitulation I made 
with cynicifm ; I had rather, if it were 
ncceflary, feed like a brute, that I might 
be cloathed fomewhat more like a man. 
Accordingly, I made it a rule to myfclf 
not to be fparing of water, as I might 
have it almoft every where gratis, as 
freely as the air. Neverthelefs I am ready 
to own that I made no pretenlions to the 
title of an elegant cynic. I now exchang- 
ed the name of Peregrinus, which I had 
hitherto borne among the chriftians, for 
that of my grandfather, Proteus, and fet 
out on my journey tOiEgypt, in which, as 
I travelled on foot, and tarried fome time 
in every place where either nature pre- 
fen ted any food for my mind or good 
people afforded pleafure to my heart, I 
paffed ahnoft a whole yean 

Bur, trt I conve to fpeak of my abode 
Xi'ith Agathobulus, I muft employ a few 

words 
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%Qfds in what the Anonymus at Elca 
'mentioned of the pretended and dif- 
Spnceful procefs brought againft me hy 
the Fteians^ before theemperor» concern- 
ing the aforefaid domaiom As. in all hts 
auiecdotes there is fome truth; fo alio 
tidere is in this ; but interfperfed wich fp 
much falfehood as he found ncceflary at 
once to bring ridicule and contempt 
upon me in the minds of his hearers» 
irom a IranfadUon that was peife^ly in«. 
Aocent in itfelfl The cafe was this : fc* 
veral years had elapfed- before my rela- 
tions at Parium learnt that I had faved 
from the general ihipwreck of my for« 
tune the before mentioned little eftate 
in Bithynia, from whence I derived my 
fupport. . T^hQ trick I had put 'upon 
their malice by the faid donation, was 
too fenfibly felt by them not to iiring 
them to the refolution of feizing any op« 
portunity that offered for fatisfying t^eir 
Mfentment, They therefore Jaid the 
o 2 dicovery 
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* difcovcry they kad made before the pea* 
pie, tmd affirmed that as I had exprefsl/ 
referv^d nothing to myfelf in the dona*> 
tion I had made to the town, of Parium 
of my ftill remaining lands ; fa of courfe 
the Bithynian farm was al&> compre-^ 
hended in the gift, and the town, was 
not alone fully juflified in claiming it as 
their property, but alib in requiring a 
compenfation for the profits I had drawn 
from it for Ibme years paft. The Pa- 
rians thought this but reafbnable; and 
found fuch fuccefs in their application 
to the viceroy of Bithynia, that without 
any farther inquiry they weneput in pot 
feflion. I was then at Alexandria.; and 
had learnt nothing of this tranfaiflion 
otherwife than by the detention of my, 
little income which had annually come ta 
me through the hands of an old friend 
at Smyrna, a freed-man of my father's* 
The perplexity into which I was thus 
caft, obliged me to write to the Parians^ 

repre- 
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:»cprcfenting to them with all the elo- 
^uencelwas mafterof; that, if in the 
TCicord I had imprudently fo exprcfled 
-myfclf, that they might produce my own 
urdrds againft me ; yet the rules of equity 
required them to conßder that it could 
never have been my meaning, to deprive 
rtiyfelf in their favour, of the naeans of 
prdcwing myfelf the moft indifpcnfable 
neceifiiries of life. Finding all rcmon- 
firances of iio efiv<9:,my friend at Smyrna, 
irithöut commiflion from me, and merely 
tot of companion, applied in my name 
to the emperor : but, after all his peti- 
tions and repeated attendances, nothing 
was to be done ; and he had the mor- 
tification to fee *he ftri<fl demands of the 
few fulfilled, and the petitioner difmif- 
fcd with his inefFedlual 'requefts. In 
conifequence -of this event, I was obliged 
to reduce my ej^nce of eight oboles 
per diem to four, and (hortly after from 
four to twojtiW, at length I was fo far 
o 3 reduced. 
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reduced, fince I would not accept of be- 
nevolences from my friends, as to refolvc 
upon going down to the haven every 
morning, and by fome hours of hard la- 
bour, earn as much as would keep mc 
from ftarving. I had followed this prac- 
tice already a confiderable time, to the 
great benefit of my health, when aa un- 
expected accident brought me to the 
light of a merchant of Cyprus, to whom^ 
more than ten years ago, in a diftrefs- 
ful emergency that had befallen hinij m 
a place where he was an utter flrangcr, J 
had lent five thoufand drachraa«>* upon 
the mere voucher of his phyfiognomy, 
or rather without ever looking to be 
repaid Though thia was na very con* 
fiderable a fum, yei the fervice I there« 
by rendered tfie Cyprian, was at that 
lime of the utmoft confequence to him ; 
and as I infifted on concealing my name^ 

^ About 200I. ilcrling. 

fie 



PEREGRINUS PROTEUS» 297; 

he no lefs obftinately infifted that I^ 
fhould promife him, if ever he were fo 
happy as to meet me again, that I would 
not refufe to accept of double the fum 
in return. How little I then imagined, 
that I fhould ever fee this man again 1 
And now we came together, after eleven 
or twelve years, unexpedtedly on the 
coaft of Alexandria ; and happily for me 
it turned out that the phyfiognomy of 
the Cyprian had fpoke true. His joy at 
meeting with me again was as great as 
if he had found at once all the ten magi* 
cal rings of thy Timolaus ;* but his afto- 
nifliment was not lefs at feeing me 
in circumftances, wherein many others 
would have allowed themfelves not to 
recognife an old benefaftor. The Cy- 
prian was not of this clafs ; but recollec- 
ted me at firft fight. He told me that 
he was become rich, but that the half of 

•* Sec the Ship, or the Wishes, in the works of 
Lucian, vol, i. p, ^17. and f. 99« 

O 4 his 
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his fortune would not be fufficicnt to repay 
theobligationheowedme; and-— in fhort, 
he generoufly forced me, on my part to 
fulfil the condition on which he had ac- 
cepted my kindnefs hy receiving double 
!the fum that had procured his deliver- 
ance. Moreover^ he told me his name and 
the place of his xefidence j and made me 
give him my -word, that if I fhould ever 
again be in want, that I would favour him 
fo far as to give him the .prefeneuce to 
all my other firtends in maki«)g my.appii> 
catbn. Thispromifelgayeliim; butjio 
ver made ufe of it. With ten tiK^ufand 
drachmas, I was now, for a cynic philcw 
fopher, a very Croefus. I calculated, »how 
far it would go, if I fixed my daily cx- 
pence at four or five oboli ; .and as I did 
not intend to live beyond my fixtieth 
year ; I found, that, unlefs any extraor- 
dinary event fhould happen, I ihould 
have no need of again having r.ecourfc 
to my honeft Cyprian. 

The 
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'TStie fagc Agathobulus, whafe fame 
Bad drawn me to Alexandria^ did not 
-entirely come up to the idea I had 
formed of him from the report of my 
£riend Dionyfius — and of this we were 
neither of us in fault; for what mor- 
tal could have fatisfied. an imagination 
Kke mine? — however, he was ftill the 
only one of all the teachers then in be- 
ing of the alexandrine fchool, who in- 
^ired me with any attachment to his per- 
ibn. Agathobulus can with as little 
juftice be reckoned among the Epicu- 
reans as belonging to the Cynics;: for in 
fad he is attached to no fed. He fecmsto< 
have compofed the ideal of the fage which 
he took for his models as Xeuxis did his 
Heleji, from what appeared to him moll, 
beautiful in many individuals; and, if 
he is ever to be compared with any of 
the antients,.he might be called an Arif- 
tippus itt^ the garb of a ftoic. As was 
formerly faid of Socrates, that he had. 
*^ 05 brought: 



30O HISTORY 09 

brought down philofophy from heaven, 
and had taught her to converfe with 
mankind and to participate in the vari« 
ous relations of domeflic and civil life: 
fo might it be faid of Agathobulua^ 
that he introduced the philofophy of 
Diogenes into good company ; and^ by 
mitigating the feverity of its maxims, in 
.a manner peculiarly his own, with ur- 
banity and grace, has rendered truths 
and virtues which are commonly nei- 
ther heard nor feerii in the circles of the 
rich and great, without being tirefosne 
or ridiculous, refpedlable, or at leaft to- 
lerable, to that generally refined, and 
therefore moft corrupt clafs of man . As 
he was void of paflions, and. had inured 
himfelf from his yauth to the aullerities 
of the ftoic and cynic maxims, it was 
cafy for him to preferve the purity of his 
manners among the men of the world. 
He rofe from the luxurious table of a ro- 
man knight as from a -foe ratio repaft; 

and 
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tfBd the moft captivating Gaditanian 
dancing girl left his fenfes as calm as a 
veftal of threefcore. In fliortj Agatho« 

Ilmlus lived the wifdom which he taught^ 

fince the praäice of it was as eafy for him 
as refpiration and digeftion to a healthy 
man ; and this eafe^ which fo widely dif- 
fered from the pompous gravity and for- 
mal pedantry of the generality of his 
fcholailic brethren» was the reafon that 
~ the moft diftinguiihed of the Romans and 
Greeks at Alexandria emuloufly contend- 
ed who ibould have him for their gued. 

^ A'S' the vanity of mankind is apt* to ex- 
tra A food from all quarters^.even from 
thofe things of which they fhould be 
aihaniedy fo particularly the roman mag- 
nates who were very numerous in the 
capital of JEgypt^ aflumed no little me<^ 
rit from their tolenition towards many a 
difagreeable truth which they were forced 
occafionally to hear from the philofo- 
phers ; but they alfo thought they had 
o 6 therebv 
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thereby done the utmoft thai their fel^ 
low-creatores had a right to exped): from 
them, and held rhemfclves, by this tolcra*- 
tion of their cars accuftomed to nothing 
but ;^attery and äpplaufe, difcharged> 
from all obligation to pay the flighteft 
regard to thefe truths in their judgments 
and aftions. The good Agathobulus, if 
his complaifance towards the great were 
^therwife fo difinterefted as in truth il: 
appeared to be, it yet miffed of its aißi 
pirecifdy by what he held to be the only 
means of fucGouring this ciafs of men: 
they let him run on with his philofophy^ 
becaufe the wit and humour with which 
he feafoned it^ his radotage as they term«- 
ed it, made it entertaining; but, not- 
withstanding a:U th^ truths he was daily 
preaching to them, and that frequently 
with the greateft freedom, there was not 
a fingJe acSt of folly, or injufticc, of ab» 
furdity or debauchery, the lefs in Alex- 
andria. ' 

The 



Hwllii ffiade lA iTOh cwGttn4ltiiQQ4 Hc<tti^ 
-.^medmeaot a kittle in ^leftfiiiirat» 
;itib«t philajfep^y» at toft 4# fi^ midil 
i9Mintaiflt lier own iHgrntf mnpf^ jtam 
Ssfirxemipt as our ooiH^id^^rnics weM^. 
, i£liftead of relaxing in ^äie Ibifit froo; titc 
auftcritf of the founder and licroes of 
the c)mic order^. ought rather, if pofäme, 
<i[> carry it fi^irther; and ihould düdatn 
the v«y though]: of borrowrjng fhe^mH 
40f the graces x)r the girdle of Yemia^ fci- 
ttndering her the condefcendifsg com- 
panion of thefe people of whom ihe 
:|ioafts herfelf the auftere judge and i»ex^ 
oiable corredlreffi« Sudhi tHefleäions in a 
»an like me^ could not long He idle* 
The e}q)eriences I had gone through in 
the former half of my Hfe^had fcrewcd 
up my temper to a fort ot mifantiuophy^ 
of which indeed they alone are capahlc;^ 
' who meeting all, mankind with a hgatt 
£iil of oonfidenDe^ Jaenev^olenGie and Jovev 

have 
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have been either fcorned and repeHed on 
all fides ; or, as often as they indulged 
themfelves in the moft alluring invita- 
tions of fympathy, the moft fcducing 
difplays of fincerity and truth, have 
found themfelves at laft as cruelly de« 
ceived and deluded, as had been my cafe 
in the moft important connections of my 
paft life. I thought that I hated all 
mankind r but in facfl it was only the 
intereft I took in them, it was only the 
love of humanity,, that brought me to 
the refolution of ftriking out a way for 
the reft of my life^^^which inftead of 
revenging me for all that I had' buf- 
fered from mankind, could lead to no« 
thing but to make myfelf the objecä of 
their Hatred^ without any benefit c o me 
or to others* For to what elfe would 
my refolution have led me, of declaring - 
open war againft the prevailing max«» 
ims and manners of the time,, with a vo- 
luntary fubmiflion to all the incoaveni- 

encies 
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eiicies thai: might enfue^and of majkingaU 
my* difcouries and adions one continued 
fiving. fatire on the follies and vices- of 
mankind^ and efpteially on thofe^ whom 
all the reft were induftrious to flatter 
and to pleafe 2 

LÜCIAK. 

Indeed the heroic refolution of paf« 
iing one's life in inceflant hoflilities 
with the follies and vices^ or what is 
ilill more dangerous^ with the fools and 
fcoundrels of the age« is no very proper 
method of making onefelf beloved ; and 
I could ling thee a ditty on that fubjeft 
^ompofed from my own experience» In 
thlsj howeverj as in every thing elfe^ 
much depends on a little more or a little 
lefsj and efpecially on the temper and in- 
ward frame of thofe who devote them- 
felves to this perillous profeflion. I 
agree^ that there are cafcs> where the 

warmcÄ 



warmeft love of the fpecies may turn n^ 
to a Tort of abhorrence of the men thicr 
furroundus. But I doubt much whe- 
ther this can eafily happen without a 
mixture of fome violent paffion of the 
felfifli kind, and on a nearer infpecflioa 
will be found to be wounded felf-love^ 
not love of mankind,, that ^commonly 
makes them who in their youth were 
always fond to excefs, to turo. mifim- 
thropes i« their old age. I think I da 
thee no wrong, friend Peregrine, :by ad- 
mitting, that this may have been the^ 
cafe M^ith thee ; and that the hcroifm». 
with whicli thou foughteft againft the 
follies and the vices of tliy Comempo* 
raries, might have a good ibare of hit^ 
ternefs and fiifled rancour in itB^compo* 
fition. Neverthelefs, I am ready to al- 
low^ that with SL mortal fo extraordinaxily 
open to felf-deception,^ I can very well» 
explain, even without this> how the mere: 
fentiment of Handing atone «^aiaft the 

whole. 



whole küman race^ and like a new mo- 
nl Hercules, of opening ^ way to the. ce- 
dal^alxKles hy combating the moral 
»c^nfters> by whom thou faweft the 
W#rld infefled and troubled; how, I fay, . 
this fentiment fhould make* the man whq 
bad already met with fach ill fuccefs in 
two grand attempts to foar above the 
Cffdinary pitch of human hatur^^ become 
a Jknlght errant of the cyni<; virtue«. 
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, I have now given thee an advantage« 
Liickn; and after all the cofifeflionil 
hare tnade> any apotogy for what I rha«e 
ftill to do, would be ^juite fuperfluous. 
Why then (hould I ^iflemble it, that the 
curious idearr-or whim, if thou-hadi: 
lather call it fo, which had got poflef* 
fion of my imagination from mypa^liell: 
youth, and only modiied^ not .expelled, 
by my camieäioa/with the cfariftlanuB, the 

fancyi— 
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fancy, — or as I moft folemnly believed 
—the inward confcioufnefs of my dise- 
monical nature, which never entirely 
quitted me in any circumllances, and 
when I felt myfelf the moft deeply de- 
prefled, was always at its greateft height 
—about this time awakened within mc 
with renewed vivacity ; fo that, by means^ 
of it, I really felt myfelf called to be, 
in a fpirltual and moral fenfe, to my 
times, what the theban Hercules was to 
his, and that this henceforward was the 
ruling idea that conduced me through 
the reft of my life, and at laft infpired 
me with the thought of ending it, in the 
herculean mode, at Olympia^ in the 
flames. A vocation fo fublime apprared 
to me to demand a peculiar preparation. 
For, though I had for feveral years led a 
\Qry auftere life s^mong the chriftians, 
yet I was too fenfibly warned by what 
had happened to 'me with fifter Anafta- 
fia« (as Theoclea was called among thenil 

in 
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in the prifon at Antioch, of the pofli- 
bility of a relapfe ; and, befides, I faw 
myfelf in my newly adopted mode of 
life^ expofed to fo many conflifVs with 
other pailions, that, in order to procure 
the dsmon within me a fecure and un« 
bounded authority over the man to which 
it was^ dill united^ it muil be abfolutely 
brought to the moft perfedl apathy of 
which an incarnate genius is ever capa« 
ble. X muft not only be able to bear the 
want of all conveniencies, and if need« 
fill the neceflaries of life, cold and heat, 
hunger, thirll^ and all kind» of bodily 
pain» a& unconcernedly, as if it were 
not I^ but fomebody elfe that fuffered 
them ', mufl not only be as infenfible as 
a marble flatue to all the charms of fen- 
fual pleafure and to every fpecies of 
temptation; I muft be fo againfl: the 
moft fenfible of all injuries, againft the 
fcom and contempt of mankiqd : and 
all this demands a multiplicity of. tedi^ 

ous 



3 to HISTORY OF 

ous extrcifes — exercifes, which during' 
my refidencc at Alexandria were my 
principal occupation, which (as it was a 
part of my plan in many of them not ta 
Ihun witneffes) procured me from feve- 
ral the names of a fool and a madman^ 
and which very naturally gave a handle 
to what thy Anonymus of Elea-, though 
with many additions^ tol4 thtc' about itt 

I very much doubt, Whether any one 
of the holy feua« and fatyrs, with w^ich 
the Thebais wa« peopled foon after our 
times;^ could have tortured his ingenuity 
with greater zeal to^ the difcöverf^ of 
ibme new pradicfc ' of this fcihd thaii i 
did. Wilt thou believe me/ when I tell 
thee : that — in order to be certain that 
«41 all otcafioris I ■ {hduld honoüral)Iy 
ftand my grownd, •! carried feTf-torment 
fb far as to put myfelf to the fame trial 
to which' the beautiful Pftrynelsfarid ta 
have put the wifdom of the platonic Xe- 

nocrates^ 
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nocratc?, in cauiing one of the moft, 
lovely of the fair hetaerai in all Alexan« 
4ria to lie by my fide a whole night ; and 
adluaJly had fo much command oyer my* 
felf and her^ that ilie could not boaft o£ 
iiie flighteft vidory over my abftinencc* 



lUCIAN". 

Bravo^ friend Peregrine! Robert of 
Arbriflel is then not only not the firft, 
who happily flood out this dangerous 
experiment, but he mud refign the pre- 
ference to thee alfo, becaufc he tried 
it between two young fillers of the con- 
vent, which was, beyond all comparifon, 
ixiore eafy than with one fingle prieftefs 
of Venus Pandemos. 

PEREGRINE. 

I mention this anecdote merely as 
a proof how much in earnefl: I was with. 

my« 
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my exercifes, and what hard work it was 
for me to refemble ftroke for llroke my 
pattern, the ideal kft by Epidletus of a 
genuine and perfeA cynic. All thefe 
fingularities brought me, indeed, as I 
faid, into a very ambiguous reputation 
among fo refined and luxurious a peo- 
ple as the inhabitants of Alexandria; 
neverthelefs there were fcveral who 
thought they difcerned in this procedure 
the marks of a lofty and almoft ftiperhu« 
man wifdom^ and (poke of me as another 
Socrates, an Antifth^ncs, or an Epiäetus« 
Accordingly, though Agathobulus had 
allowed hlmfelf fome farcafms, which 
went about the town from mouth to 
mouth againfl me, I found no want of 
fcholars, who were the more taken with 
theenthufiafm with which I difcourfed Co 
them concerning the dignity, the liberty 
and eudaemony of a life paffed accord- 
ing to the auftere maxims of a real cy- 
nicifm, as they obferved a harmony4>e* 
tween my dodrinc and my pnii^ice« 

which 
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^Which did not fo forcibly ftrikc in the 
t^nollencatious wifdom of Arillobulus« 
equally diftant from all extremes. 

, I had already pafled upwards of ten 
^ears (deducing a few journies in upper 
^^gypt, and to the oethiopian gymnofo-, 
phifts) in this manner of life at Alex« 
andriaj when 1 became acquainted with a 
young Roman of quality and great wealth 
named Ceionius, who feeme i lingularly 
pleafed with my company and converfa« 
lion ; andj after long oppofition on my 
part, at length per fuaded me to accompany^ 
him to the metropolis of the world, which 
he told me, fince the famous Demetrius, 
the friend of a Paetus and a Seneca, was 
in great want of a perfon, who, in that 
immenfe whirlpool of pompous fla very, 
attendances and caroufings, parafites, 
fycophantsi, flatterers, affalfins, fortune- 
hunters and falfe friends (as hexlefcribed 
the city of Rome to be, in the words of 

.i , thy 
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thy Nigrinus) fhould have the courage 
to fpeak the truth to every one^ and to 
lead the life of a fage amid the motley 
throng of fools, buffoons and block- 
faead^. I leave it to thyfelf, dear Lu- 
cian, to guefs how great a fhare my va- 
nity (a wcaknefs from which I could not 
acquit myfelf becaufe I was not confci- 
ous of irs influence on my determination) 
had on my complaifance towards the 
undeniable follicitatfon of my young 
roman. The magical mirror in my 
bead, wherein I faw every thing, and of- 
ten falfely faw whatever ordinary people 
by "the fole afliflance of their bodily eyes 
fee rightly, fhewed me indeed, notwith- 
Handing the not very flattering (ketch my 
noble friend had given me of the Mif- 
trefs of all the Globe, quite otherwifc thaa 
I afterwards found it by experience ; and 
I could now laugh at myfelf whenever 1 
recoiled with what grtat expedations I 
ftt out with my young guide for Italy, 

and 
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and how I was filly enough to fancjr^^ 
that Percgrinus Proteus of Parium^^ 
M^ould not have been a year at Rome 
without having produced a mighty re- 
volution in the manners and fentimencs 
of the degenerate Quirites. But a head 
like mine could only be convinced by 
difagreeable feelings, that it was apt to 
be too confident in itfelf, and was ever 
cxpedling more from others than they 
were willing or able to perform. 

The firfl: thing in which I found my- 
felf horribly deceived, was the charac* 
tcr of the young Roman to whom I had 
trufted myfelf. The premature culture 
which folks of his clafs are wont to re^ 
ceivc, gave him whenever he pleafed, 
an appearance of maturity, by which I 
was the more eafily impofed upon, as 
the attachment he exprefled for me, was 
in truth fomewhat perfonal. I flattered 
-myfelf that I fliould by degrees com- 

voL. n. p pletely 
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ctely gain the afcendant over a youn. 
lan of fuch happy difpofitions ; and a^ 
ith by his great fortune and the rela 
ionihip of his family >vith the imperia 
houfe» he was in the way of attaining tc 
the firft polls in the empire, foon make 
him an inftrument in bringing about the 
great refornuition, of which in the idle- 
nefs of my folitude at Alexandria I had 
conceived fo fair a plan, the realizing 
whereof totally depended on but one 
flight condition, that of changing the rul- 
ing part of the world into fages, anc 
the obeying part jnto patriots. 

luciAN, laughing. 
A pretty little projeä ! 

PEREGRINE. 

Unluckily my noble Roman^ wl? 
heard me declaiming at Alexandri 
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ü much fdafore on tbe irformation of 
govcmmcnts and monds^ and all mat« 
ten c£ this kind on ^hich fo many fine 
things are to be laid, had no idea that 
fuch difcourfe could have any other end 
or aim, than . to fcrre as an agreeable 
amofemcnt for an idle hour. BeSdes» at 
Rome he lived in fuch a round cf diflipa* 
tion, that it was but feldom I could get 
the fpeech of him, except in the dining 
room, and never for above a moment. 
in fhort, after a few weeks it appeared, 
that his maintaining a grecian philofo- 
pher in his houfc was only in compli* 
ance with the fafhion of the time, and 
that he had made choice of me only be« 
caufe he had met with no other on his 
journey that fuited him better, and with 
whom he thought he could make a 
greater figure at Rome« For the contrail 
between my exterior and the cynical 
coftume, which then was pretty much 
Hked, might pafs for a fort of curiofity % 
p 2 and 
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and the young lord feemed to pride 
himfelf not a little in ha^^ing a domeftic 
philofopher, whom every one muft con- 
fefs to refemWe as much a fine bull of 
Pythagoras oftentatioufly difplayed in 
his library, as if he had been modeled 
upon it. I have already made fo full a 
coufeifion to thee, dear Luc iah, that it 
would not redound to the honour of my 
prudence to conceal from thee that it 
took up no fmall fpace of time, before 
I could come to -a right underflanding 
with the noble Ceionius ; but from the 
moment that I did fo, according to my 
oki cuftom, all int^rcourfe between us 
ceafed at once ; I quitted his houfe im- 
mediately ; and, not content with having 
told him to his face very bold truths, in 
all the bitternefs of humiliated felf-lovc, 
I thought it a fatisfadion due tophilofo-. 
phy that I fhould publicly launch out in 
a very violent tone againft him, and the 
noble roman youths whom I knew at his 

houfe i 
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luMifc; a condoct bv which I jufHiicd 
my late hooounblc friend in making 
bitter complaints againft my ingndtudc, 
and laid the foundaricn to many dila* 
grecablc things I was obliged to fuffcr 
doling my (lay at Rome. There is not a 
doubt but that the effects of the impru- 
dence I was guilty of on that occafion 
would have been ftill more unplcafant to 
me, had not Ceionius and his Aiite flood 
ladier in awe of Cs^far Marcus Aurclius 
the enlightened heir to the throne, un* 
der whofe immediate patronage all the 
philofopbers of the lloic and cynic or« 
ders, in general» flood, and among whofe 
houfbold I had feme warm friends. 

I fhould put thy patience to too fevere 
a trial, dear Lucian, were rbut to men- 
tion the variety of occurrences that hap- 
pened to me during the three or four 
years that I fpent in Italy, partly at 
Rome» partly with my acquaintance in 
p 3 the 
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the country. - But one of them will per- 
haps even to thee appear to deferve an 
exception, when I inform thee, that it 
was nothing lefs than a little adventure 
with the only daughter of the emperor, 
the young Fauftina, who at that time 
had been a few years married to Marcus 
Aurelius, his adopted fon, but was flUl 
in the full bloom of youth and beauty» 
It cannot be unknown to thee in what 
bad reputation the manners of that lady 
are come down to pofterity, as neither 
the tender afFedion of her fpoufe, which 
Ihc enjoyed even to her death, nor the 
honourable teftimonies (hewn to her me- 
mory by the fenate, have been able to 
efface a few indifcretions by which in her 
younger years flie made-herfelf a fubjeft 
to the tongufc of flander. I cannot ac* 
quit myfclf of the charge, at a time when 
her charaAer, to a man like me, muft 
necefParily appear in a very ambiguous 

lights 
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light, of having ' myfelf been in fome 
meafure the caufe that the roman public 
(wbofc prevailing manners were withal 
but little favourable to any great belief 
in the virtue of ladies of the firft rank} 
were fo.much the more difpofed to think 
the moli: difadvantageous anecdotes, 
which were fpread about at the expence 
of the fair Fauflina, highly credible« 
But fince the funeral pile at Alpine has 
confumed the fuel of the paflions in me^ 
I behold the character of this amiable 
lady and her behaviour towards me in a 
different light, and feel myfelf, judging 
from what happened to me with her, 
much inclined to believe, that, at leaft 
from the reports that clafs her with the 
Poppseas and the MciTalinas, (he Has had 
great injufticc done her. But, thou 
(halt judge of the matter thyfelf. 

Notwithftanding the prodigious bulk of 

the city of Rome, and the rapidity with 

p 4 which 
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which an infinite multitude of people 
'flock together in continual fucceflion> 
from all parts of the world, all rolling 
one upon another like the waves of the 
fea, while each individual purfues his 
peculiar aims, yet the philofopher, whom 
Ceionius had brought with him from 
JEgypt, the birth-place of fo many won-* 
ders, was a phaenomenon, which excited 
in certain circles a fort of fleeting at« 
tention. Almoft every one, who faw 
him, had fomething ridiculous or extra-^ 
ordinary, fome trifling anecdote, true or 
falfe, to- relate of him ; by which this no- 
velty from Africa became interefl:ing to 
the idle part of the community ; every 
one would be acquainted with the cynic 
with the Pythagoras-head, for the fake 
of being able to fay, that he likewife had 
feen him : and it would not havej been 
furprifing if they had addrefled the em- 
peror to order, that on the firft holiday 
he fliould be Ihewn to the' public, in the 

circus^ 
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US, among other curious beads, th^t 
e brought together to Rome from 
ry region of the world. It could not 
refore^ happen otherwife but that at 
yth the princefs, whofe ftrong^ft and 
haps fole paflion was always to be 
^ing with fbme new toy, would be 
ious to make acquaintance with my 
«•perfon. But, eafy a^ this might 
n in itfelf, yet the aiFair was not 
hout its- difficulties ;. for the ftrange 
lofophic animal was defcribed to her 
mcommonly fhy and ftartJilh. Parti- 
arly he was faid by her chamber-wq- 
n, to have an antipathy to the female 
>which as feveralperfon^ hadobferved, 
; proportionate to the youth and beauty 
:he ladies, and therefore the curiofity 
the princefs might eafily be attended 
h difagreeable con^fequences* Vari*. 
inftances were told her of this ex-^ 
ordinary mifoguny ; which in truth 
:c not without foundation : but with 
p 5 Eauftina 
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Fauftina thid was precifely an additional 
motive to convince herfelf by ocular evi- 
dcncc of fo incredible an cffeft of beauty. 
She commonly refidcd during the fummer 
months in the Salluftian gardens, the de« 
lightful groves of which I ufed frequently 
to vifit in the fpltry part of the day. 
The curiofity of the princcfs therefore did 
not long remain ungratified« ^ I was told 
that (he wiflied to fpeak to me; and, as 
X could not decline this on any fufficient 
pretext, I was condu<fled, though reluc- 
tantly, into a little arbour, where I met 
her, with two or three of her jnoft intU 
mate females, employed in fome trifling 
kind of work. Her beauty, though (he 
might have ferve^ as the faultlcfs model 
for a goddefs of love, and her looks hfid 
the inviting expreflion of civility and 
kindnefs, made, at firft fight, perhaps 
on account of this very expreflion, but t 
feeble impreflion upon me. But fo much 
the more did the lady appear diiappoint^ 

ed 



PEREGRINUS PROTEUS. 325 

cd in her cxpedtations, by feeing before 
her, tnilead of a rough, uncombed, flow 
vcnly cynic,* ä man who feemed to have 
lived in good company, decently drellcd 
in the grecian faftiioa; and, to judge 
from his outward appearance and beha- 
viour, to prefeht no opportunity for the 
fine witticifms, with which one of them 
had provided herfelf for the diverfion of 
the princcrs,.and which at my entrance, 
were already on her lips. In fliort, 1 
perceived that the Pythagoras- head, on 
the (boulders of a man, whom the Venus 
Mamilia had feledled five and twenty 
years before to be her Adonis, was not 
^without its efFedt. But the converfation 
was no gainer by this in point of fprighu 
Jincfs ; and, as the philofopher did but 
little encourage the good opinion tiiat 
feemed to have been formed of him on 
the recommendation of his exterior, by 
the fliortnefs of his anfwers to the quef« 
tioas that were put to him^ he was üon^ 
p * to 
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to his great comfort, difmifled, without 
hearing the flighteft wifti exprefled of 
continuing the acquaintance thus com- 
menced. 



LÜCIAN. 

I am fond of adventures that have 
fuch a dry beginning. I muft be much 
miftaken, or this apparent coldnefs con- 
cealed a lurking plot againft thy wifdoni, 
which was already hatching in the flighty 
brain of the beautiful Fauftina, 



PEREGRINE, 

I, for my part, at leafl:> was at that 
time very far from fufpedling any fuch 
thing. We faw one another, however, 
frequently, after this firft interview, in 
the Sallullian gardens ; the gentle charm 
that attended, as it were inadvertently^ 
all (he faid and did, her perpetual chear« 
•; fulnefs 
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fulnefs and gaiety, the total abfence of 
all pretenfions (he might have aflumed 
as the confort and as the daughter of an 
emperor, united with a complacency and 
lovely fimplicity, which, in a roman lady 
of her rank and of thofe times, was in- 
finitely more furprifing than the Py thago- 
ras-hcad on a cynic— -all this impercepti- 
bly found its way into my heart; the beau- 
tiful Fauftina was more beautiful in my 
eyes after every converfation ; and, as 
flie feemed to me no lefs capacitated than 
inclined to give her mind a fort of cul* 
ture, whereby, flie faid, flic hoped to be- 
come more worthy of the honour of be- 
ing the fpoufe of a Marcus Aurelius : 
thus thy old enthufiaft — the true iriius 
Antyciris infanabile caput of Horace — let 
himfelf be perfuaded, without hefitation, 
to undertake this dangerous office to a 
young princefs, whofe real charader was 
a thing entirely new to him, notwith- 
Ilanding all the folutions he thought he 

had 
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hzd made of the grand senigma of the 
female heart, by his intcrcourfe with ä 
Callippe, a Mamilia and a Theoclea« 

With all this, what I felt for the ami- 
able Fauftina, was^fo pure and innocent, 
had fo little of paflion in it, and in one 
word fo much refembled the love of ä 
tender parent for a deferving daiighter, 
that it was impoflible for me to reap any 
the leaft uneafinefs from it. But thi^ 
very repofe of my heart it was, that infpir- 
ed Fauftina— who aftually, as thou faidiY, 
had fet" on foot a little roguifh plot 
againft my wifdom, and in the execution 
of her attack was rather impatient-— 
with the fly notion that flie muft abfo* 
lutely win to her fide the lowermoft of 
the three fouls which Plato makes to in» 
habit the human body, if (he would ob- 
tain the triumph over the apathy of her 
philofopher, on which Ihe had now fully 
fct her mind, and on which, as I after« 

war4s 



trds learned« « wager depended l^etween 
r and a female friend. She contrived 
if by chance« to be fleeping« in a loofe 
idrefs» one very hot day« on a moiTy 
ok« thick ilrewed with rofes« in the 
Eift retired grocto of her garden. It 
18 the fineft fight my eyes had ever be^ 
Id ; at ieaft I thought fo« as time had 
D. much deadened the fentimem of £brw 
er vifions of this nature not to be quite 
laced by t^e animated impreilion of the 
efent. I did not indeed tarry long ; 
It my igpathy was Ihaken ; the recoU 
äions of that moment weakened theau«» 
onty which my reafon« by an exercife 
feveral years had maintained over my 
pagination ; and« though I w^s neither 
»ung nor fooliih enough to give fcope 
an inordinate paffion for the fpoufe of 
[arcus Aurdius« yet it was no longer in 
y power« during the continuance of our 
eetings« to regard her with fucb unbi« 
Ted eyes as before«. 

This 



330 HISTORY OP 

This change could not remain long 
concealed from the lady. However, Ihc 
fufFered no intimation to efcap^ her that 
Ihe found her tutor,, at every meeting 
warmer, more lively and entertaining; 
but from henceforth fhe thought herfelf 
fure of having won her wager, and haft- 
cned the executioh of her plan. At one 
time I found her with a book in her 
lap, and ib deeply engaged in jrefleäions 
on what £be had been reading, that I 
was quite clofe to her, before Ihe per* 
ceived that I was ther^w Thou couldft 
not have come more opportunely, faid 
Ihe, to tell me whether or not I under'«' 
-Hand the theory of a very fublime lady 
who for this half hour paft has ei)ter« 
tained me much.— -»The book ihe had 
been reading was Plato's Sympofion, and 
confequently Diotima the lady flie fpoke 
^f. This beautiful and intelledual love^ 
which with ungrateful concealment oiF 
its real inventrefs, is commonly called 

the 
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^ flatemc, hccamc now the topic of a 
oanverfation which transformed me^ the 
bcadtifiil Fatiftina and a group of gracea 
Jbjr* Praxiteles over againft me, imptrcep« 
tiUf in the imagination and frame of 
Uind belonging to my earlieft youth# I 
imt perhaps the only man in the world 
iripD could fpeak to a woman like her 
bifimme, with Co much eameftnefs and 
Jkiont concerning the poifibility of an 
incorporeal love for the mod amiable of 
.all women, that is, as I gave her clearly 
to underftand, for herfelf. Fauftina 
jfeemed no Ids pleafed than fiirprifedto 
■leer, for the firil time in her life with a 
loan of fo refined an underftanding, and 
-m fuch unifon with her ideas : but iho 
could' not help difcovering, with a look 
wherein fimplicity £nd archnefs were at 
once difplayed with a grace peculiar to 
herfelf, fome doubt concerning the pof«* 
fibility of continuing for any length of 
time fuch a fpiritual kind of love on 

both 
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both fides« It was utterly impoflibic 
for me at this moment not to think on 
Callippe and Mamilia, who ought to 
have made me a little more wary on this 
head ; and the natural confequence was 
that I fell into fome confufion, when, 
with a look that fecmcd to penetrate to 
the bottom of my foul, flie faid : he thac 
could fpeak with fo much certainty as I 
could on fuch a fubjed:, muft have had 
experiences to juftify what he faid ; and 
I muft find it very pardonable if fhe 
could not conceal her curiofity to be ac- 
quainted with that part of my hiftdry. 
Indeed her wiflies pcrfedly coincided 
with mine^ after we were once got fo 
deep in this matter; and, befides, my 
confufion would have been apt to throw 
fufpicions on my fincerity« I promifed 
her therefore a faithful and circumdan* 
tial relation of the tranfadions of my 
youthj which would prove (as I was 
iimplc enough to add) what I was then 

capable 
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rapable of, if I had had the happincfs 
:o have met a Diotima .with the figure 
uid charms of Fauftina. She feemed to 
rake this compliment jufl as I could 
have wifhed ; one of the days next fol- 
lowing was fixed on for beginning my 
narrative; and I was difmifled with 
nmrks of lacisfadion which a lefs pla-ü 
Iconic lover^ without great prefumjptiofi« 
Rft^t hart taken for encouragement; 

Thou fecft, without my mefttibning 
k« dear Luciaii> that by this imprudent 
complaifaitce to the curiofity of the 
beautiful Fauftina, I was entangling my 
fielf ill a very difaftrous adventure. To 
ioflame my imagination by a lively re-* 
currcnce to the fafcinating fcenes of my* 
youth under the eyes of fo captivating 
wn auditFefs, might be^ called/ in the 
ynfards of the proverb, lighting the taper 
at both ends. Faudina, under whofe 
fwcetly^iniling feature» I dreamt <tf ho 

roguery. 
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roguery, contributed all fhe could,, with- 
out doing it too barely, to blow up the 
platonic fire that fmouldered in the 
breaft of her enthufiaftic philofophcr» 
The narrative, interrupted by various 
digreflions and occurrences, aiTumed at 
intervals the form of a dialogue, and 
thefe at lafl became fo interefling as to 
render necefiary fome efTulions of the 
heart (for thef<p belong alfo to the plaK 
tonic) which were not a little impeded bj 
the prefence of the young female flaVe^ 
of whom th^ princeA at our interviewir' 
had always three, or four about hen* :•"'' 

Fauflina by my acknowledgmenttwfcm 
naturally more confirmed in her doubCft* ' 
on the poflibility of the platonic love thiUi - 
cured' of them; of this (he made na"^- 
fecret to me ; and neverthelefs appeared: 
to give herfelf up to.mine with fo child^ 
ifh and innocent a confidence as to mate 
it almoit unavoidable to fuppofe a fy 104^1 

pathetio*ti 
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.pathetic fentiment, in the purity where- 
of her confcioufnefs allowed her to put 
no miftruft. 



LUCIAN. 

I wonder not, friend Peregrine, that 
€ven at thofe years, when commonly a 
xnan has no longer any pretenfions to the 
fmiles of the fair, thou wert always 
fo-eminently favoured by the moft cap- 
tivating of that fex, which is fo apt to 
draw fuch great advantage from our good 
opinion of them. For — by the childifh 
innocence of the ever fmiling Fauftina ! 
—•never was there a mortal born with a 
happier difpofition always to think the 
Jbeft of them, than thou. 

PEREGRINE* 

Inchanted with the fweet conceit that 
iias extorted this compliment from thee^ 

I now 
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I now became ever lefs and lef» aware, 
how dangerous an objedt was a foul 
whofe beauties were fo imperceptibly 
blended with the charms of her mate- 
rial and animal part, as in Fauftina, to a 
platonic lover who was fo very liable as 
I to the misfortune of confounding at 
every monvent . thefe two fpecies of 
charms ; and doubtlefs it was in fome 
fuch moment that my wifdom fo far 
forfook me as to let me fpeak to the 
princefs of the conftraint, which the 
particular hours of the day which flie 
devoted to me, under pretext of taking 
leflbns in philofophy, and the little 
nymphs who were always prefcnt on 
thefe occafioris, impofed on the free in- 
terchange of our mutual fehtiments. 
She feemed to feel this as much as I, 
but to be at a lofs to know how to ma- 
nage it otherwife. Might not the chaftc 
Luna, faid I at length» whoft kind fer. . 
vice is fo oft invoked by vulgar lovers^ 

be 




H» 
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Iff' 
after alktfe 

ttpoa dm to 

thdc czakcd m jftencs. 

. Thcaitfiil bdj. dioa ftcft, had iafciw 
SblyleA ine into a tnin (at tiiir time on* 
kQown to mc) bj which Ihe could lource- 
If tail ei her aim. She allowed mc^ 
under the guidance of the yiigtn god« 
dds — whofe love towards Endjnawm^ 
notwithftanding the alpecfions of the 
mythologies» was likewife of the calm 
platonic kind — to repair to the Salluftian 
gardens eren at an unufual timei and 
gbve me room to hope that I fhould not 
expeä in vain to meet her at a certain 
hour in the myrtle grove that furroiind» 
ed a little open temple ereded to the 
graces. As far as I remember^ ihe fa- 
voured 
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voured me with three or four nodurnal 
meetings of this Fort. She (as it at laft 
appeared) rilked nothing by this plan, 
remained always miftrefs of herfelf, was 
always as gentle and gay, as condefcend- 
ing, obliging aiid interefting, as I had 
conflantly been ufed to find her : but 
this trial was too hard for my apathy. 
There were moments, when the pref- 
fure of what I felt for her was ready to 
burfl my breafl ; and more than once I 
was in danger of fwooning before her, 
amidft the dreadful ftruggle between the 
exccfs of my feelings which inclined mc 
to throw myfelf at her feet, and the re- 
verence and fhame that repelled me with 
Hill greater force. But every time this 
was alfo the moment, when, under pre- 
tence that (he could not longer fupport 
the night air, (he fent me home, with ex« 
preffions of the tendered concern for my 
health. The moon at length withdrew 
her beams from favouring thefe nightly 

convcr- 



«Mircrfiitipiif i I I coold not help fliewing 
4e fttin i fdk at the prlvatioh of (uch 
ilffiftil ktnmi, in a manner that intitled 
Ml to the commileration erf a ladjr wha 
iri^alfead^ teftiüed fuch kindnefs M me, 
I%ou art: fäthar too icnpoitttiiate for an 
Endymion^ my dear Proteus, faid (he 
■f^fdt i jodge of thy fenfation« by my 
mn; I alfo take leave of thefe agreea« 
^le converlations between foul and foul 
irihkh« have been fo f weedy improved 
hijfprSlhfefe eiyfian fcencs, ijniigbtened by 
lis iicserie effulgence of the ipoon/ with 
i;reat reladance : but what c^n 1 do ta 
make thee amends for their lofs? — A 
Jeep figh was all theanfwer my love- lick 
beart could make. Iwill fee what is to 
be done, added ^, afrtr ^fom^ h^fita-^ 
tion; thou flialt (hortly hear from me 
again. But what if> in order to gratify 
thy defires and my own, I fhould find 
ifiy^ll obliged to put thy platonifm to 
a trial fome what fevere ?^ — I thought t 
VOL. II. Q^ comprc- 



^-, 
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comprehended what (he meaat by this 
quellion ; and vowed to her, by the ce« 
leftial Cytherea and the graces of So* 
crates» that^ to whatever trial (he might 
put tnej (he would never find caufe to 
lament her confidence towards me.' 

The beautiful» but rather complying 
fpoufe of Marcus Aurelius, was now on 
the verge of the execution of her plan ; 
ihe played me an ill tricky and I have 
long fince forgiven her : but what I ihall 
never forgive myfelf is the blindnefs 
with which 1 fell into her fnares. 



LUCIAH« 

Snares laid by thyfelf. 

PERtGRINC« 

Well ! that but] increafc« my felf-re- 
proaches» 
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lUCIAK. 

Wonderful foul ! to what end ? Thcjr 
^ome now too late; and it is plain, me* 
thinks« that, thy vanity at that time Wat 
in want of a little humiliation« 

^ PEREGRINE. 

How great focvcr my fauljt may have 
been in the whole of this aflfair, thou 
wouldftyet do me wrong to fuppofe that 
in all this extravagance of pa (Hon for 
the beautiful Fauftinaj I was guilty of 
the flighteft: defign upon her virtue. On 
the contrary, my enthufiafm (as thou 
wilt perhaps call it) went fo far« that« in 
cafe it had been poflible for Fauftina to 
have betrayed any weaknefs, I was firmly 
refolved to have fupported her mind by 
every thing my own could fuggeft ; and 
I kept in readinefs a multitude of the 
fublimcll and mod pathetic fentences to 
employ for that purpofe. 

0^2 This« 



'34^ • HTSTORT O»^ ' 

LUCTAV» 

This, dear Peregrine, 1, /who never in 
itff life made fpöri of vfirtue, but only 
the falfe or exceflive pretences to a per* 
fedtion never granted tfö mortals, this I 
(hould never have termed enthufiafm : 
but that thou purpofely placed thyfelf 
in a fituation wherein ,thou couldft not 
perhaps have been true to thyfelf; that, 
after fo many experiments to the con* 
trary — relying on the bare triumph 
ivhich thy vanity had obtained over an 
Alexandrine hetaere — thou (houldft* at-^ 
tribute to thyfelf a fortitude^ which no 
mortal (hould fuppofe himfelf to pof»- 
fefs till he is actually in a fituation to 
V ant it : this is what I call enthufiafm 
Peregrine. 

PEREGRINE. 

Be fatisfied, friend Lucian ! thou wik 
fee me do penance for it,fcvcrely enough. 

Some 
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Some days ehpfed without feeing the» 
princefs again in her cuftomary walks^. 
though I fought her every where, even 
in the grotto where I had found her 
fleeping. But on the fourth or fifth 
day after our lad interview» as I was 
walking to and fro in a melancholy 
mood, at my ufual time in the morning» 
a pomgranate fell at my feet^ in the top 
ctf which was (luck a fmall paper, I 
unfolded it with trembling joy^ and read 
10 it words to the following effeft:^ 
*^ Thou canft not more earneftly long 
fojr the extraordinary proof of my con^ 
fidence ia thy fentiment&, than I do toi^ 
fee myfelf juftified in what J do ibr^ 
thee by thy behaviour. If thou haft the 
refolution to ftand the teft to which I 
fhall put thee, be fure to be an hour be- 
fore midnight near the fide^door that 
leads from the gallery of th« Apollo 
into the thicket of rofe-trees, and fol« 
low the perfoa whom thou there wilt 



meet." 



<^3 
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meet.*'— Both the high notions I en- 
tertained of the innocence and goodnefs 
of the fair Fauftina^ and confidence in 
the ftrength of my own refolution were 
too great to permit any doubt to inter* 
rt'pt the tranfports into which I was 
throwii by this more defired than expe^« 
ed teflimony of her difpofitions towards 
me. The interim, which to any other 
lover would have feemed an etemity^ 
flew imperceptibly away in blifsful fore« 
taftes of the coming hour; fcarcely had 
I ever felt myfelf, in the brighteft days 
of my youth, even in thefacred grove of 
Venus Urania at Halicamaflus, fo dif* 
embodied, fo entirely the daemon, as 
while in expectation of this holy mid* 
night iiour, in which the covenant of 
an everlafting love between the lovelieft 
of all fouls and mine was to be con« 
traded. At length it came; the little 
door opened, a young female flave took 
me by the hand and led me, through 

feveral 



tveral obfcure avenues» into a magnific- 
ent apartment^ fplendidly illuminated, 
nd furnifhed in a princely manner» the 
ni<)dle door of it being open led into a 
uitc of f mailer rooms» through which! 
lad to pafs» in order to arrive at the 
(oddefs» who» in the laft of them, was 
:xpe<fling the coming of her enraptured 
Endymion. In each of thefe interven« 
ng chambers» from whence the.fweeteft 
Kiours wafted their fragrance around 
tie» the illumination gradually declinedi 
:ill at lail in the cabinet^ where I thought 
;p find Faullin«i» it had fofcened into the 
parting twilight of an autumnal fky. 
She was reclining on a fplendid couch» in 
(he fame airy, but, extremely ornamented 
jref8»and in the fame beautiful attitude» 
Rrherein I had feen her in tjiie unlucky 
grot. 

LVCIAW« 

Poor Proteus ; this was too much 1 

<L4 r&fti* 



A half tranfpar^nt veil concealed a 
part of her face, and the fineft bofom 
the hand of Cupid had ever formed. 

With a heart every moment increafing 
its palpitations, I had flowly made my 
approaches : but this firft view over- 
•whelmed me quite. I threw myfelf at 
her feet, and — o Fauflina! divine Fauf^ 
tina — was all that my tranfport Would 
allow me to utter, while I covered the 
fair hand Ihe offered me with glowing 
kilTes, At the fame inftant I heard tt 
loud burft of laughter ; the cabinet was 
fuddenly as bright as day, and the real 
Fauftina rulhed forwards from behind a 
curtain, faying to another lady that foN 
lowed her : " Flaviana, I have won the 
wager! — and thou, good Proteus, for- 
give me this little artifke ; I leave it to 
thy own philofophy to' draw the marai 
from this platoriic adventure, which foi? 

thee 



£ud t^ii^ f&r BBS of mücäi frcr rTn^gteig^ 

excited pccf st ih& itisart cC nr j^ ii f T 
cneiDT«. 

Poor Prcccui ! — Foygi ve idc for bogl» 

ing nkh chcm — it niav be pundooed La 
a friend ! — But knoweit thou the Flavi* 
ana who was fo merry at ha% ing loft hen 
wager at thy expeacc ? 

P£R£GRINE. 

She was a young lady of the firff qia-- 
lity at Rome ; and> as (he made grear 
pretences to wit, and wilhed to be reck- 
oned a great patron of the grecian raufes,. 
had fet a number of machines at work^ 
^ S^^ polleflion of me on my quitting 
, ^S . the 
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the houfe of Ceionius# But» as» in re« 
gard to her morals, (he flood in a doubt- 
ful light ; and, as, for the fake of pre* 
venting all idle prefumptions, I had ac« 
tually propofed to get the reputation of 
a woman-hater : all her attempts were 
defeated ; and this it was, probably, that 
gave occafion to the wager, of which, 
in fo furprifing and cruel a manner» I 
became the vidlim. 

hVClAV. 

And who was the lady on the couch ? 

PEREGRINS« 

I ftaid only jufl: fo long as to con* 
vincc myfelf, to my frefti aftonifhment» 
that it Mas Myrto^ the very (lave Myrto» 
who in the villa Mamilia had played 
the part of one of the graces attendant 
on the goddcfs, and who took fo much 

pains» 
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pains, as thou tnayd recolleft^ to blacken 
the beautiful Thcoclea to me. The im^ 
pteflion which I had then the misfortune 
to make on her tender hearty feemed not 
to be effaced after a period of above 
twenty years ; (he did her utmofty undei ^ 
pretence of having matters of great mo- 
ment to difciofc to me, to detain me: 
but my pride was too deeply wounded 
to allow me to endure one moment longer^ 
the air of this houfe which I fuddcniy 
found fo pcftilential. I tore myfelf away 
from her, flcW back to my cell> and re-^ 
^mained fome days {hut up in it, in order 
to fetch breath after my philofophy had 
received fo rude a fliock from the dif. 
graceful termination of the fineft adven« 
ture of my whole life; and ^11 things 
confidered, to take the, fixed refolution 
that it ihould be the laft of thi& kind for 
all my future days» 

1^6 Lveu^^, 
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LÜCIAN* 

Let me fpeak frankly to thec^ friend 
Proteus? — That thy heart, irt its firft 
emotions fhould boil with rancour againil 
the beautiful Fauftina, I can cafily fup- 
pofe, and as eafily forgive ; whofe would 
not in thy fituation ? But, if in the fo- 
litary hours of recolled:ion thou didft 
not fo far get the better of thyfelf as to 
acquit her of all guilt in thy difaftrouÄ 
adventure with her; if thy niemory was 
fo faithlefs that thou didft not recoiled:, 
that — even the noontide repofe in the 
grotto not excepted, which, without a ju- 
dicial proof to the contrary, that thou 
couldft fcarcely bear, I Ihall hold for a 
mere accident — that Ihc, I fay, employed 
neither fcducing art« to draw thee into 
her fnares, nor gave thee the (lightcft 
rcafon to think her fuch ancnthufiaft as.: 
thyfelf 5 in (hort, that it was thou who 
look to. thy own account all that was 

done 



doTft 4>n this 'öccafiöh : if thou coüldft 
feiltet aß this, thou, wort Certainly much' 
to blattve. The only thing that (he cart- 
be charged with, according to thy owr^ 
rtlation, was, that (he permit ted thteto 
\xyvt heV after thy curious falhiafi • and 
ihethinks the feurioficy, let what woxild 
beconie qf it, is the more eafily to be 
d^xcufed in a young princefs, who was in 
the humour to be diverted by fuch paf- 
time^ as flie was probably challenged by 
Flaviana to make the wager ; and, be 
fides, it was impofljble for her to have fo 
lively an idea of an enthufiaft like thee, 
as to forefee how much grief it would 
caufethee to be fbddenly metamorphofed 
from another Endymion into a new Ixi- 
on» Indeed, dear Proteus, it was thy 
fault alpne, that, by means of the afore- 
laid magic mirror in thy head, thou not 
only madeft her into a moral Venus, aa 
abftradt of intellediial beauty, but didft 
animate this divine iiyiage of t^y heated 

ima- 
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imag^mtion» with thy peculiar mode of 
feeling, and^neroufly (uppofedft a fym* 
pathy and rclacionfhip of foufs for vi^hich 
in her whole behaviour, as far as I c ai> 
fee, no good reafon was to be found by 
a perfon of ordinary eye-fight. On the 
contrary, a man ncuill be as blind and 
fafcinated as thou wert, not to perceive^ 
that, in all thy endeavours to engrafc 
her with thy pUtohic extravagancies, (he 
remained calm and cool» and how little 
confidence (he had that the lefl: to which 
thou hadft the prefumption to challenge 
hcr^-vvould turn out to thy honour. But 
what decides the matter completely in 
her favoui^ and fpeaksthe louder for the 
goodnefs of her heari> the more inclina* 
tion tp levity and wantonnefs there 
might naturally be in her temper^ is the 
circumltancc that even afterwards in the 
billet conveyed to thy hands by ineaüis 
of the pomgranate, (he flill warned thee 
of the danger» though the loCi' of her wa» 

gcf 



ger depended on the event of a pnideQl 
aTteration in thy mind. 



I am now» my dear Lucian» as much 
inclined to excufe Fauftina as thyfelfi 
and what at that time almoft drove nye 
mad, has more than once been mactep of 
laughter both to her and to me^ iince 
we met in thefe regions. But previous to 
my ventilation at Harpine I could never 
have been capable of it. Even after the 
firil tempeft of my mind was abated» it 
always remained an unpardonable crime 
in my fight» that» while I placed the 
moft boundlefs confkience in the irmo^ 
cence of her foul» (he fiiould be capable 
of carrying on fuch a game with a heart 
like mine» and fo (lightly and wantonly 
betray a man» who» even in his devia- 
tions» as my felf-love flattered me» waa 
fiill defejrvii^of efteem» to the derifion 

of 



354. •- »iwoRT.or 

of ilrangers.paaid, what was moil (hock-* 
ing to my feelings, to the ridicuLe of a wo* 
man whofc vanity I had wounded. This 
I could fo littlie .pardoii^ that I reckoned 
myfelf abundantiy juftified in painting 
her on th^t occalionL as the.moft dangc- 
irous fyren^ and cv^n in afiumiing the 
amiablenefs which every one muft allow 
her to pofFefs^to be nothing but a n^ialk^, 
under which was lurking a faUe^ ua(beL« 
ing and cruel heart. When J had oner 
got into this humour, I fparcd neithef!^ 
her father lior her fpoufe ; and the whole, 
declamation ufually ended in a bitter in«- 
YedlWe againfl the Romans, male and 
female, the ^prodigious cgrrnption ef 
their hearts and manners, the odlou» 
defpotifm of their government, and. the 
Angular weakncfs of the goodnaturcd» 
emperor, who fuflfered himfclf to be flatK 
tcrcd that the mildnefs and clen>ency oß 
his flegmatic temper, were fo many. 
princely virtues, and becai^fe he wiihecL 

well: 



¥wll co^ all mankittd» imagined IjimfcIC 
foi:h<irotighly blamclefs that all the world 
enjoyed liakyon days under his fceptre^ 
a^* thft« all the people were as happy as 



LUCIAX. 

- And how did the beautiful Fauftiha 
l^ehiefve on this relapfe of her ptatonic 
lover ititq the charad^r of a genuine cy-. 
nk bftrker? * * 



, PEREGRINE. . ^ 

" "Ntttwlthftandiftg - th4>' giddy ^ah-s ixiit 
warAonnefs that led lifei* ät times into hri* 
proper cbnjunftures^ fhe^as the beft na«^' 
tured ereaturie M the world; How' cäfiljr 
might ^ne liav/fuppofcfl' her, ' were • fhö 
Vhat Vitn&^inid her' to i>e ill the unjuft 
«leäceiribat'Iöhof 'niy riittd; to 'have been 
äbovff<?aHng #hat-- bccanaie of -a poor gre-' 
^ cian 
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cian vagabond^ whom chance had unfor- 
tunately thrown in her way ? How im-, 
menfc the diftance between the only 
daughter of the emperor, the future Aü- 
gufta, and Peregriniis Proteus of Farium ! 
—But Fauftina inherited the heart of her 
father. The firft joy at having got, by 
"the winning of her wager, the wonder- 
fully fine hermaphrodite of pari^d ünar* 
ble, was fcarcely a little abated^ than |C 
druck her mind that fofne compenfatiQii 
was due from her to the honed ^fimpk« 
ton,- by whofc folly her gallery was en- 
riched with fo beautiful a piece, for hia 
difappointed hopes, however ridiculous 
they were in themfelves : and immedi« 
ately as this occurred to her, (lie framed 
a little proje<5t in her head, to maice the 
good man as happy» as^he could evqr 
reafonably hope to be. The bcfpre^-men« 
tioncd Myrro, who upon the death of 
Man.ilii, came into the fervicc of the 
emprefs, by whom (he was given to her 

daughter^ 
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daughter^ enjoyed the particular confi- 
dence of her young miftrefs,and was the 
forcmoft among her freed-people. From 
her Fauftina had learnt, before (he had 
it from myfelf, all that (he knew of my 
hiftary ; and on this occafion was alfo 
brought acquainted with the little coU 
lateral circumftance, that the fpark of 
tovc which I had before unknowingly 
kindled in her fair bofom, was dill in 
fpiteof time and my ingratitude glowing 
under the embers. Myrto had now» 
however» happily attained to her fortieth 
ytar : but the graces had endowed her 
with the gift of appearing always younger 
than (he wai; and therefore the good 
Fauftina» thought a match between us 
would be fo much the more fuitable as 
the fettlement (he intended to give her 
favourite would enable me to lead a verjr 
convenient life» a circumflaoce which» 
in her opinion» could do no harm to the 
fair Myrto with, a philofopher whofe 

kitchen« 
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kitchen-eftabliihment was fixed at foiir 
m five oboli per dkm. 

The favourite had been ineffcftually 
looking about for me for feveral dajs, 
in order to inform me by her own nK>utb 
of thefe gracious intentions of her mif- 
tiefs, when fiie at length met me in (he 
guldens formerly belonging to Maecenas 
andj ere I had time to get out of her 
way, forced me into a converfation, ici 
which (he omitted nothing that might 
perhaps have moved aoy^ other in my 
fituation to accept with thankfulnefs the 
IHx>pofal which, with virgin modefly» (he 
made to me on the part of the princefsr 
But the fair Myrto was talking to a man 
who was reftored to his apathy by the 
never to be forgotten midnight hour and 
tie herrtiaphrodite to which he had been 
facrifictd^ and her felfl-Iove wais fo fen-^ 
fibly hurt, on this firft ftttemfpt, by the 
cold and imiiKJVäble refiftancc I made to 

her 
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hier ölferd^ tliät Öit loft ^1 inctiMtloii tö 
IKiakeanother. Some weeks tioW pafl^d 
^mhout hearing afljr thing farther of her 
DT of Fauftina, öt troubling my felf about " 
them. Once^ ho^eever^ ad I was taking a 
folitary ratnble aboHt the Efquiline in tht 
twilight of the evening, a veiled figure ad^ 
vanced towards me, defiring ai> audience 
ifor only a few moments. I followed' hef 
into a clump of trees ; and as föoti as Ihe 
thought herfelf out of danger of being 
fccn by any paflefs by, fhe gave me to «in- • 
derftand that ihe was myoid friend Mypto^ 
Fauftina, faid ihe, has learnt^ that, from 
what has pafied between her and thee» 
tbott claimed a rigtvt to fpeak ill of Her. 
Nayi they go fo for as to fay, that thou 
kail been heard to talk in very unbecMn-^ 
ing expreffions, before a pretty krge comn 
pany, concerning bpth the emperor her 
father, and her fpoüfe, whom ihe thought 
to be far above the reach of fatire. * She 
U difpofed to impnte thefe intemperate 

fallies 
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fallies^o a too great irritabilitjr of tem- 
per: but flie requefts thee, for the fake 
of thy own peace, immediately to quit 
the city, and hopes thou wilt accept of 
this purfe tied up by herfelf, for the oc« 
cafions of thy journey back to Greece 
as a mark of her good wilL With thefe 
words (he prefented me a tolerably large 
purfe« which^ to all appearance was filled 
with gold« 

It was ever one of my mod unhappy 
qualities, that in cafes where I had to 
chufe on the fpot between two oppofite 
parties, I almoft always took that, which 
after maturer confideration, I was forced 
to wi(h I had not taken. It was mani« 
feftly the height of imprudence to re- 
gard the requeft of the princefs as any 
thing elfe than a gentle command ; and 
it was no lefs unbecoming to rejeä her 
prefent. But my mind was too much 
out of tune, and the laughter behind the 

curtain. 
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curtain» and the fatal words : ** Flavi- 
tna» I have won the wager!" refounded 
ftill too ftrongly in ttiy foul» for allow« 
ing me to accept as well as it was meant^ 
this meflfage from a. lady by whom I 
thought I had been fo unpardonably 
ill-treated. I anfwered her : I was con« 
fcidus of no crime that could deprive 
me of the free choice of a refidencc 
which belonged to me as a roman citi«. 
zcn. As to the princefs's gift» I want- 
ed only oboli for my necefTaries^ and 
having juft fo many as my prefent oc-« 
cafion required» 1 begged her to beftow 
her gold on fome other» who was^morc 
in want of it than Proteus. And after 
this impertinent reply» I turned my 
back on the aftoniihed Myrto^ with all 
the felf.complacency of a man who 
thinks he has given the beft anfwer that 
was to be made« 

Scarcely had the next morning dawn* 
cd, when I was fummoned before the 

pr^fed 
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pnefa^ of the city of Rome. I had no 
doobt bat it wb the event of the for-^ 
mer evening that had procured me this 
bonour t and diercfore czpedod but little 
kindnei« finom him. Bat it was ray lot 
always to find men different 'from what 
I cxpeAed. . The praefed took me afidCi 
and tokl me with a very auftere look, 
but in a gentle tone of voice:, that he 
had reafon to believe that I flioiild find 
the air of Rom^ and my ftay there qaite 
infupportable, and accordingly he would 
advife me> as a friend^ to leave Italy 
without delay ; and return either to 
Greece or to ^gypt. That is true* 
cried I, the air of Rome is peftilemnl 
to me! Thy. CQunfel is a mandate from 
my good daemon ; I am all obedience* 
And hcrcupjon I flew to my inn, packed 
up my knapfack, and within the hout 
was on the road to Brundufium«- 

I leave it to thee to imagine what a 
variety of refledlions accompanied mc 

during 
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4ufUig thig foliury journey« I recalled 
to my memory all the relations and ton^ 
fictions in which I had ever been engag*. 
fd ; I compared my cxpedatioa with the 
confequences in each of thefe coadi« 
>tims; and the refult was: that I felt 
royfelf more ftrongljp convinced than 
ever» that whenever I have imagined I 
ihould find among the people around me 
men like myfelfj I had proved as 
much millaken as I had conftantly 
been before. What way then remained 
for me to take but to retire more than 
ever into myfelfj and neither to require 
or expeft any thing farther from others ? 
But— to Ihew them my gratitude at leaft 
li(Mr leaving me the free ufe of air and 
•water» I renewed my purpofe of telling 
them the truth on every occafion» pub« 
lie and private» if not to their amend- 
ment» at leait to their confufion and hu* 
miliation* it is always fomething done» 
thought I» if» in fpite of their felf* 
VOL. lu K compla- 
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Complacent vanity, and theif g^heral ta- 
cit convention mutually to impofe on 
each other by politenefs and flattery, wc 
can compel them to fee themfelvcs as 
they really are, in the difagreeablc mir- 
ror we hold before them, though it were 
but for a moment. 

In that defign I returned to Greece ; 
and, from this point of view thou wilt 
eafily be able to explain how it happened 
that thofe who felt themfelves hurt by 
my franknefs brought me into the repu- 
tation of a . mifanthropic, fnarling and 
half-mad cynical dog; as one who fpared 
noneof their follies, and made even the 
virtues and merits for which they would 
have been applauded by all mankind, to 
pafs through a fiery trial in which they 
evaporated in fmoke and vapour. What 
thou makeft thy Anonymus fay on this 
head is only a reverberation of the pub- 
lic voice. Eut, if it were neceflary to 
defcend to particulars on thia fubjeÄ— ., 
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LITCIAN. 

Spare thyfdf that trouble; which^ froq» 
Mfhat I now know pf thee would be entire- 
ly fuperfluous. I comprehend, not only 
bow thou couldfl, for inftance^ without 
injuilicej fee, or rather couldft not avoid 
feeing, the ihining merits^ which the fo- 
phift Hcrodcs Atticus, the vaineft of all 
men that I am acquainted with, acquired 
by his immenfe riches from the vanity 
and luxury of the Greeks, in a quite 
different light from the great multitude ; 
I even confefs that I myfclf am not to 
be excufed for having repaid this polite 
favourite of fortune fome civilities he 
hÄd.fhewn me, at thy expcnce. 

PEREGRINE« 

For that, dear Lucian, thou haft al- 
ready thyfelf more than fufEciently re- 
venged me^ as^ in another of thy pieces 
R z thou 
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thou haft loaded with panegyrics the 
fame franknefs toward the identical He- 
rod, which was imputed to me äs a 
crime, in Demonax, who in reality 
might be as well called a good cynic as 
myfelf. 

tUClAN. 

I muft confefs this little corrcdion is 
not totally undeferved ; though, as fome 
extenuation, I might affirm that Demonax 
was the moft amiable and good humour- 
ed of all the cynics ; and had the art of 
feafoning his cenfure, nay, even his rail- 
leries, with fo fine an attic fait, and of 
producing them in fo agreeable a onan« 
ner, that the very perfons againft whom 
they were directed could fcldom be an- 
gry with him, 

PEREGRINE, 

In this he was like our common mif* 
ter Agathobulus, whom J neither could 

nor 



noTr ijfould refemble, for the reafons I 
have alre^y told thee. . With me every 
things from the peculiar frame of ipy 
temper» exceeded the ariilotelian line of 
inod^atlojQ ; whom \ could nqt lovq with 
enthufiaftnt and praiff: w,ith raptiure^ I 
mui): fliun with abhorrence^ and cenfiire 
with bitternefa^ How could the world 
agree with fuch a man» or he with the 
world? Nobody felt this more fprci- 
bly than myfelf ; and therefore I paft 
the greater part of my remaining life in 
the moil folitary retirement. Athene» 
though always the fcene of tranquillity» 
was not filent enough for me ; I made 
choice of a little retired cottage» not far 
from the city» for my ufual dwelling; 
and, excepting a few young people» 
drawn to mc by the reputation I was in, 
and one or t^o who came from the de- 
ceitful hope that by the inftrudlion of a 
wife man they themfelves were to be 
wife» the cynic Theagencs of Patrse was 
R 3 ^ the 
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the onjy perfon whofe vifits I admitted^ 
but in fadt rather tolerated than defired. 
I am not furprifed, friend Lucian> that 
this Theagcnes fared fo ill in thy ac» 
count of my latter days. . B^fides his 
enthufiafm forme» he had in his whole 
perfon fo many qualities that muft have 
been too difagreeable to a man lil^e thee» 
for allowing thee tci be nvore tender of 
him than thou jvert to me. However^ he 
w^s in fad a man of good intentions»' 
and I think ftill» at this moment» that 
his zeal for me wa« fincere: but his 
clumfy organization» his vulgar ^educa- 
tion» a certain innate impradibility» ^and 
a natural» though luckily not a favoured» 
propenfity to an. idle and independent 
life; in (hort, the very fame circum- 
ftances which had thrown him into the 
cynic order, prefcribed fuch narrow li- 
mits to his cultivation, that, with all his 
enthufiafm for the Theban Hercules» 
and — poor me» he never went ftirthcr 
than to perform a pretty confiderable 

part 
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part among the vulgar cynics of that 
time. Nevcrfhelefs, fuch as he was, his 
friendlinefs« his ardour^ and his paflion- 
ate attachment to me procured him fome 
ihare in a heart» the mpfl: urgent want 
of which was fbmething to love; and 
notwithftanding that he often enough 
^cited my repugnance by the innu- 
merable diflbnances, which his manner 
of feeling, of thinking and of living 
produced with mine : yet it was impof- 
fible for me, to difmifs the only per- 
fon, whom I firmly believed to be hear- 
tily attached to me, without any felfifti 
regards ; and thus it very naturally fol- 
lowed that he took upon himfelf th« 
principal and bufiefl: part in the perfor« 
mance of my famous death-fcene. 

This laft epocha of my life — which, as 
thou haft feen, was extraordinary enough 
to require an uncommon termination — 
is now the only matter, dear Lucian, on 
which I owe thee fome elucidations. 

R 4 . A vo- 
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A voluntary exit from life^ notwUh-. 
ftanding it was difapproved^ for very 
plaufibic reafons^ by a Plato and an 
Epi&ctixs^ was what had not fo rarely 
happened among the Greeks and Ro. 
mans of a certain clafs« and on the other 
hand was fo much juftifiedj and in a man-^ 
ner fanAioned by great examples^ that 
fcarcely any body would have been. für«, 
prifed or aflfccflcd by it, if I had thought 
of putting an end to my life in iilence» 
as fo many other philofophers have ddne« 
by hunger« or opium, or even by a riMi« 
ning noofe. But a voluntary death, fo 
unufual in Greece, four years previoufly 
announced in a folemn manner to tfic 
public, mufl excite univerfal attention i 
and it was eafy to forefee that by fome 
it would be pronounced a great and he- 
roic adlion, by others 'an ad of frenzy, 
and by a third clafs declared to be a 
mere farce ; while all, or at leaft the ma*'* 
jority, would only truft to their own eye? 
for the truth of it. 

The 
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The defign of putting a volunlary end 
to my lifcj whenever I fhould find it to 
be the proper time, I had long conceived; 
and in fa(5t at the time when I fell upon 
die refolution at Aleiandria^ to repre« 
fent the charader of a philofophicat 
Hercules in my manner of life. Since 
my baniihment from Italy this idea grew 
ftronger with each^ fucceeding yean 
Life, among the inhabitants of earth» 
which, fince what I had lately experi* 
enced at Rome, ha4 loft all charms for 
me, now became more ind liferent to me 
from .day to day» and at length quite 
hateful. My whole mode of exiftence 
and the extremely auftere abdinence» to 
which I ftridly adhered from that time, 
had diilblved all the natural ties which 
attach individuals to life« pr at leaft gra* 
dually reduced them to very thin-fpuit 
threads; whereas the ftrength of that 
ilingular fentiment of my daemonic na- 
ture— »which now needs no longer fur- 

prifc 
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prife thee, as it was the prime and mofi 
powerful fpring of my whole aftivity— ► 
augmented in the fame ratio as the na- 
tural attachment to life declined; the 
clod of organized clay which I was dill 
forced to drag along became daily more 
burdenfome to n>c j thefe organs them* 
fclves were in my mind but irnpedi-* 
ments to a more perfedt mode of fee- 
ing and hearing, and to the acquifition 
of a clofer relation with the univerfe> 
and efpecially with the fpirftual world 
and the energies of it ; in (hort, to an 
infinitely more beautiful and unbounded 
acflivity. I felt myfelf at length impeU 
led by an undefcribable longing after 
this fuperior life, of the reality of which 
I had never doubted for a moment; and 
as the hope of being ufefut to mankind 
by my longer abode among them> became 
weaker and weaker ; as it at laft appeared 
to me like a ridiculous chimaera only en^ 
gendered in the brain. of an enthufiaftital 

youth 
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youth . eijtir^ly: unacquaijoted with the 
warId,^ÄOd after all th»t had happened to 
mci <f Qul^ onlj^ . be longer entertained by 
an incurable fopl: there was nothing now 
left ia)d« tain« ine; and I refolyed to die. 

. r 

« . ■ ' J . 

But at that very inftant a thought 
c^mQ.into my mind, that, as my life was 
of hö:ufc.tQ':the world, at lead I might 
make my death beneficial to it. In this 
age of foftnefs and effeminacy, thought I, 
tliÄf^nfimedlate public fpedacle of a vo- 
luntary heroic death, fuch as the death of 
>i?rcules on mpu;it. CEta, C^Unus in the 
ptef^rjce of .Alc;:fanderand his whole army, 
„muft make a deeper and more falutary 
impreflxon on the minds of men, tlian the 
moft eloquent moralift, by the fineft de- 
clamations in the !Lyceum or in the Stoa, 
could produce in twenty years« Thou 
kftpwcft, dear Lucian, how cafily my 
imagination caught fire from ideas of 
this nature ; and ytt it mufl appear ri- 

diculoiu 
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iiculoos to thee, were I to tcll thee^ 
■rithout the Icaft exaggeration^ how 
janfported I was at the thought of burn- 

^ myfclf at Olympia« in the fight of fo 
\y myriads of Greeks and foreigners 
from every region in the world, on a 
Bne fummer night» when it firft occured 
to me. On which ever üde I contem- 
plated this death» it prefented itfelf to 
me in the moft captivating form. In 
regard to the people of the prefent time 
md of ages to come» it was a glorious 
perfonal facrifice» which would exalt mc 
lor ever into a benefaAor of mankind» 
who had fo little defcrved it of me» by 
ifFording them an indelible example of 
fortitude, of contempt of what is deareft 
x) mortals, and of an inward confciouf- 
lefs of a deftination infinitely fuperior 
to this wretched terreftrial life. In re- 
gard to myfclf ir was th^ (horteft». the 
^oblcfl method, tWt moft conformable 
the original nature of the daemon 

thin me» in which my real felfcon- 

fiftcd» 
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fiftedy to return to my original cleipent. 
after an exile already of too long dura- 
tion in this detefted land ef illufions^ of 
pailions» and of wants. Beiides» I muft 
own^ that I felt myfelf not a little flat- 
tered by the thoughts of ihewing to the 
cbriftians, that they were not the only 
fet of people, who» through their faith» 
were infpired with the intrepidity of 
bidding defiance to the horrors of a 
painful death« 

But» if all thefe ideas wrought fo pow« 
erfully on thee» how came it that thou 
contentedft thy felf at the next return of 
the Olympic games with merely annoua^ 
cing thy defign» and couldft delay thfc 
execution of it for four whole years 
more» which rnufl appear to thee in fuch 
a flace of mind» four centuries ? 

PlkREGRINE. 

To fpeak fincerely^ Lucian^— as^ with 
all my extraordinary qualities» J was 

in 
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in facH: juft as muth a man as others, 
fo I could not vouch for it^ that the 
inftindt which binds all living beings, 
by a fccret and fo much the more pow- 
erful tie, to the only mode of exiftence 
which, from immediate experience, they 
are acquainted with, might not have alfo 
its efFedl on mc. However, all I can 
affirm M'ith certainty on -the matter is, 
that I was not confcious of this motive. 
I had rather a long ftruggle with my* 
fclf before I came to the refolution to 
conquer my impatient longing' aftct 
death, as the laft paffion I had ftill to fa- 
crifice to wifdom, and to render the he- 
roic and exemplary part of it fo much 
the more ftriking and complete by 
marching towards it ftep by ftep for 
four long years. This, dear Lucian, was 
at leaft, the only motive that I difcovercd 
to myfelf, to which I fought to give all 
poffible weight, and which at laft got 
the greater fuperiority as I thus gained 
time partly to prepare the few friends, 

that 
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that were warmly attached to me, for Oiir 
reparation/ and partly to profecute afin- 
gular conceit which had infpirea m* ^ith 
the ftrong defire of putting all Greece 
Into a falutary alarm by my death. 

LUGIAK. 

.<,Thou art fpeaking perhaps of what 
vere called the circular letters, which, 
as the report goes, thou wert to leave, as 
a fort of legacies to all the cities and 
towns of any note in Achaia and in gre- 
cian Afia? 

^ TEREGRINE. 

Thou canft not conceive myliappi« 
ncfs in the idea of the effeft which the 
laft will of a fage rufhing on death in fo 
extmordinary a manner, mufl make upon 
tfaofe, CO whom (at a time when he had 
no longer any concern in their weal or 
woe any more than in their good or fc 
opinion of him), in fo difinterellcd td 
moving a anaoner, he gave to under fta 
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how much his heart was intereded ifi 
their benefit. A coniiderable time be- 
fore my death my whole foul was em- 
ployed in thefe circular letters; it in- 
(eniibly regained by their means all the 
warmth« all the in/piration of my youth. 
Never yet, thought I» bias any fon of 
man been in a ftate and fituation that 
gave him fo great advantage above his 
brethren; that juftified him in fo high 
a degree, to tell them to their face with 
fo irefiflible an impreffion, every whole- 
fome truth, (as I in my goodnatured follj 
fancied), and which on the other hand, 
muft make them alfo on their fide, fo 
difpofed to give a patient hearing to his 
penal cenfures and the projeifls he had 
formed for the improvement of their po- 
lice and their manners. By the help of 
my cynics and their intereft I contrived it 
£6, that all thefe letters (hould reach them 
at the fame time with the tidings of my 
death, and (what perhaps, could only 
happw to me of all the nice of mortals) 

durin^r 
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durii^ the whole time that I wis em» 
ployed in thefe my moral and poHticai 
bequefls» it never once came into my 
heac^ that» either from the folemn ilyle 
in which they were conceived or the 
matters they contained, they might be re- 
ceived with wrinkled nofes and (hn^ed 
fhoulders, as the dreams of a lunatic ; 
and the afiairs of the world would go on^ 
not a hair better than without me and 
my lafl will. 

« . 

As my fole defign in the whole of this 
confeflion of my eventful life was to en« 
able thee, by a circumftantial detail of 
what thou didft not know» to Judge more 
juftly and reafonably of what thou knew* 
ell or believedll chou knew ; fo I can now 
in all confidence leave it to thyfelf to take 
up my defence», if nccttbry^ ^gainft 
the author of the acccnmts of the tor« 
mination of Peregrine's life. All mif« 
imderftanding now ceafes; and Pem» 
gdnus Proteus at prefent ftai)ds before 

thee. 
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thee, as an enthuiiaft, if thou wilt, but, 
however, as an honeft enthufiaft. Thou 
mayeft now explain to thyfelf, without 
trouble, what is likely to be true or un- 
true in the account of the phyfician 
Alexander, who was called to me in the 
violent fever with which 1 was attacked 
eight or nine days before my death ; and 
wilt eafily comprehend how the phyfi^ 
cian Alexander as falfely interpreted the 
reafon I gave him why I rather chofe 
Toluntarily -co die in die flames at Har- 
pme, than of a burning fever, as the fo-i 
phift Lucian gave a wrong guefs at the 
caufe of that fever, by faying : Proba- 
bly becaufe he has overloaded his flo- 
mach. I may confidently appeal to the 
ocular teftimony of my friend Lucian^ 
now that there is no longer any cloud 
between us, who faw me fet fire to the 
pile of wood with a pretty firm hand^ 
concerning the dread of death from 
which my old declared antagonift^ fhe 

laid 
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feid fophiff, explained the delay of tmj 
public burning. 

LUCIAN. 

This purer element whixrh we now in- 
habit^ happily makes it as impoilible for us 
to regard ourfilves as others with a par- 
tial eye.— * It muil luive been a delicious 
moment, Peregrine,^ to thy feelings, on 
perceiving thyfclf inftantaneoufly wafted 
from the fuffocating vortex of flamcs> 
into this new life t 

peregrine:. 

Oh, moft affuredly! and yet to m% 
who forefaw it,, not fo furprifii^ as to 
thee, whom the cold-blooded Epicurus 
had perfuaded» that with the laft breattn 
%[l is oven 

LUNCFA. 

Indeed the pleafure of this firrprife 
was fo great, that without regard to fo» 
many other lignal advantages it fpreada: 

0¥cr 



